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Introduction: Read This First 

Are b l a c k Amer icans t h e d e s c e n d a n t s of West A f r i c a n Hebrews? 
T h i s q u e s t i o n I s answered I n t h e a f f i r m a t i v e , w i t h a r e s o u n d i n g 
y e s , by P r o f e s s o r J o s e p h J . W i l l i a m s a f t e r more t h a n e l e v e n y e a r s 
of i n t e n s i v e r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e s u b j e c t . 

I n h i s book e n t i t l e d Hebrewlsms of West A f r i c a , t h i s e m i n e n t 
c u l t u r a l a n t h r o p o l o g i s t documents t h e o r i g i n s and e x t e n t of t h e 
Hebrew r e l i g i o n and c u l t u r e i n t h a t p a r t of West A f r i c a which i s 
t h e a n c e s t r a l home of most b l a c k A m e r i c a n s . H i s book h a s 443 p a g e s . 
I t i s documented w i t h more t h a n 1 , 4 0 0 f o o t n o t e s . In r e a l i t y , i t 
i s a compendium of v e r y n e a r l y e v e r y m a j o r t r e a t i s e on t h e s u b j e c t . 
P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s c i t e s o v e r 900 d i f f e r e n t s c h o l a r s and e y e - w i t -
n e s s e s i n t h i s e n c y c l o p e d i c e f f o r t . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e o r i g i n a l book by J o s e p h W i l l i a m s i s n o t 
a v a i l a b l e t o most r e a d e r s . And even i f i t w e r e , i t i s f a r t o o 
d e t a i l e d and e x p e n s i v e f o r most t a s t e s . For t h e s e r e a s o n s , we 
have o b t a i n e d t h e n e c e s s a r y c o n s e n t t o r e p r o d u c e t h e most s a l i e n t 
p o r t i o n s u n d e r t h e t i t l e The Hebrew H e r i t a g e of Our West A f r i c a n 
A n c e s t o r s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e r i g h t s t o i n c l u d e o u r own e d i t o r i a l 
comments and s u p p l e m e n t a r y i n f o r m a t i o n . The p u r p o s e i s t o b r i n g 
t o e v e r y r e a d e r , s c h o l a r and layman a l i k e , a n i n s i g h t i n t o and 
p e r s p e c t i v e of a c i v i l i z a t i o n and h e r i t a g e which he o r she n e v e r 
may have r e a l i z e d e x i s t s . 

For t h o s e u n a c q u a i n t e d w i t h P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s , h i s s c h o l a r l y 
c r e d e n t i a l s a r e beyond d i s p u t e . B e s i d e s d e v o t i n g e l e v e n y e a r s of 
r e s e a r c h t o t h i s one s u b j e c t , he h e l d d o c t o r a l d e g r e e s i n h i s t o r y 
and c u l t u r a l a n t h r o p o l o g y . He was a Fe l low i n t h e B r i t i s h Roya l 
G e o g r a p h i c a l S o c i e t y and t h e American G e o g r a p h i c a l S o c i e t y . He 
was a member of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e of A f r i c a n Languages 
and C u l t u r e s . He was a member of t h e C a t h o l i c A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l 
C o n f e r e n c e . And he was t h e a u t h o r of s e v e r a l books on b l a o k c i v -
i l i z a t i o n and c u l t u r e i n A f r i c a and t h e West I n d i e s . 

The p u r p o s e of The Hebrew H e r i t a g e of Our West A f r i c a n A n c e s -
t o r s goes beyond m e r e l y p r o v i d i n g t h e r e a d e r w i t h new i n s i g h t s . I n 
t h i s a g e when t h e b l a c k man i s s t r i v i n g t o l e a r n more a b o u t h i m s e l f 
and h i s o r i g i n s , t h i s book i s i n t e n d e d t o p r o v i d e a s u r e b a s i s f o r 
renewed p r i d e and c o n f i d e n c e i n h i s I s r a e l i t e h e r i t a g e . To b l a c k 
Jews — and w h i t e Jews a l i k e — i t s h o u l d p r o v i d e f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e 
of t h e u n i v e r s a l i t y of t h e i r f a i t h . And t o e v e r y o n e , r e g a r d l e s s 
of h i s c o l o r o r r e l i g i o n , t h i s book s h o u l d r e v e a l t h a t b l a c k 
c u l t u r e , f a r f rom b e i n g l o s t i n t h e b a c k w a t e r s of t h e A f r i c a n 
J u n g l e , was and c o n t i n u e s t o be v e r y much i n t h e m a i n s t r e a m of 
c i v i l i z a t i o n a s we know i t t o d a y . 
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T h i s book comes, a s we s a i d , a t a t i m e when b l a c k p e o p l e t h e 
w o r l d o v e r a r e s e e k i n g t o r e d i s c o v e r t h e m s e l v e s . D i s s a t i s f i e d 
s i m p l y t o l e a r n a b o u t w h i t e European h i s t o r y and h e r o e s , b l a c k 
p e o p l e i n t h e i r i n t e l l e c t u a l and c u l t u r a l r e a w a k e n i n g want — i n 
f a c t need t o know who t h e y were so t h e y can d e c i d e who t h e y a r e . 
The whole p e r s o n i s , a f t e r a l l , a p r o d u c t of p a s t and p r e s e n t . No 
one can e s c a p e h i s h e r i t a g e e n t i r e l y . Nor can anyone e s c a p e t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t i n which he was b o r n and l i v e s . 

I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o r e c o g n i z e a t t h e o u t s e t t h a t no r e l i g i o n 
o r c u l t u r e i s c r e a t e d o r e x i s t s i n a vacuum. On t h e c o n t r a r y , we 
a l l a r e p r o d u c t s of s o c i e t i e s i n f l u e n c e d by e v e n t s f rom w i t h i n and 
w i t h o u t . I n t r u t h , n o t h i n g i s 100% p u r e w h e t h e r we t a l k a b o u t 
r a c e o r r e l i g i o n , o r s o c i a l o r p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y , o r any o t h e r 
a s p e c t of l i f e . 

What, f o r i n s t a n c e , c o n s t i t u t e s pu re o r d i s t i n c t i v e l y J e w i s h 
t r a d i t i o n s t o t h e p e r s o n of Eu ropean a n c e s t r y i s f a r d i f f e r e n t 
f r o m t h a t of Jews e l s e w h e r e . The s o - c a l l e d t y p i c a l European 
J e w i s h f o o d s s u c h a s b a g e l s and ma tzo b a l l soup a r e n o t Hebrew b u t 
S l a v i c i n o r i g i n . The l i n g u a f r a n c a of E a s t and C e n t r a l European 
J e w r y , c a l l e d Y i d d i s h , r e a l l y i s E l e v e n t h Cen tu ry High German 
w i t h an a d m i x t u r e of S l a v i c and Hebrew w o r d s . The v e r y word 
" s y n a g o g u e , " commonly u s e d t o s i g n i f y a J e w i s h house of w o r s h i p , 
a c t u a l l y i s of Greek o r i g i n . Even t h e word "Jew" was made p o p u l a r 
l o n g a f t e r t h e B i b l e was c o m p l e t e d . The words ״ I s r a e l i t e 1 • and 
"Hebrew" a r e of much o l d e r v i n t a g e . 

I n t h e same way, t h e J e w i s h c i v i l i z a t i o n of B lack A f r i c a c o n -
t a i n s much t h a t i s n o t e x c l u s i v e l y Hebrew i n o r i g i n . T h i s i s due 
t o b o t h h i s t o r i c a l a n d g e o g r a p h i c a l f a c t o r s . The c l i m a t i c and 
g e o g r a p h i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s a l o n e c o u l d t h e m s e l v e s a c c o u n t f o r v a s t 
d i f f e r e n c e s i n J u d a i s m a s p r a c t i c e d and l i v e d i n d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s 
a n d c o n t i n e n t s . 

What t h e n can be o f f e r e d a s e v i d e n c e of a common H e b r a i c 
b a c k g r o u n d among p e o p l e s i n and f rom b l a c k West A f r i c a and t h e 
M i d d l e E a s t ? P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s m a s t e r f u l l y p r o v i d e s u s w i t h t h e 
a n s w e r s . H i s a b u n d a n t l y documented r e s e a r c h p r o v e s once and f o r 
a l l t i m e s t h a t J u d a i s m , t h e r e l i g i o n and c u l t u r e of t h e Hebrews , 
i s d e e p l y r o o t e d i n t h e n a t i v e s o i l of B lack A f r i c a , J u s t a s i t i s 
more commonly r e c o g n i z e d t o e x i s t i n Europe and A m e r i c a . 

P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s r ״ e s e a r c h d e a l s p r i m a r i l y w i t h t h e A f r i c a n 
c o n t i n e n t and t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t w i t h t h e West I n d i e s . For t h i s 
r e a s o n , we have added a s e c t i o n which b r i n g s i n t o s h a r p e r f o c u s 
t h e e x i s t e n c e of a B lack Hebrew c u l t u r e i n t h e Middle E a s t I t s e l f . 
The re a r e numerous s o u r c e s , I n c l u d i n g t h e B i b l e , which t e l l u s 
t h a t f r om t h e t i m e of Abraham, onward , b l a c k c i v i l i z a t i o n and 
Hebrew c i v i l i z a t i o n were synonymous. Even P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s , who 
makes no s p e c i a l a t t e m p t t o p r o v e t h i s one way o r t h e o t h e r , a l l u d e s 
t o t h i s when he q u o t e s S i r H a r r y H. J o h n s t o n t h a t " n e g r o i d p e o p l e 
w i t h k i n k y h a i r " i n h a b i t e d t h e B a b y l o n i a n homeland of Abraham. 
W i l l i a m s c o n t i n u e s t h a t t h i s c o n c l u s i o n makes e a s i e r " o u r p r e s e n t 
e n d e a v o r t o show an i n f i l t r a t i o n o f t h e same Hebrew s t o o k I n t h e 
e v o l v i n g of c e r t a i n t r i b e s i n A f r i c a . " ' 1 
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To make o u r book a s m e a n l n f u l a s p o s s i b l e , t h e schema w i l l be 
f o r us t o summarize c e r t a i n p o r t i o n s of W i l l i a m s book and t ״ o q u o t e 
e x a c t l y f rom o t h e r s e c t i o n s . Because much of h i s t e x t c o n s i s t s of 
q u o t a t i o n s f rom o t h e r s c h o l a r s , we w i l l r e f e r d i r e c t l y t o them 
w h e r e v e r we u t i l i z e t h e i r r e m a r k s . I n t h i s way we can p r o v i d e t h e 
r e a d e r w i t h a condensed y e t f a i t h f u l r e p r o d u c t i o n of t h e t h o u g h t s 
and r e s e a r c h of P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s . To f u l l y u p - d a t e o u r b o o k , 
we o c c a s i o n a l l y w i l l make g r a m m a t i c a l changes and add e d i t o r i a l 
n o t e s and comments of o u r own t o make r e a d i n g a s smooth and 
p l e a s a n t a s p o s s i b l e . 

Now we r e q u e s t our r e a d e r t o s e t t l e back i n a c o m f o r t a b l e 
c h a i r , w i t h a good r e a d i n g l i g h t , and e n j o y t h e t r u e s t o r y of The 
Hebrew H e r i t a g e of Our West A f r i c a n A n c e s t o r s . . . . 
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The Broader Scene 

B e f o r e we r e a c h t h e d i s t a n t s h o r e s of Black A f r i c a , we want 
t o remind o u r r e a d e r t h a t t h e p a g e s which f o l l o w a c t u a l l y r e p r e s e n t 
t h e v i e w s of more t h a n 900 s c h o l a r s and e y e - w i t n e s s e s . P r o f e s s o r 
J o s e p h W i l l i a m s , t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t o u r book u t i l i z e s h i s , i s o n l y 
t h e e d i t o r i n a s e n s e . As a r e s u l t of h i s more t h a n e l e v e n y e a r s 
o f i n t e n s i v e r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e s u b j e c t , he was a b l e t o p i e c e 
t o g e t h e r f r o m a m o s a i c of s o u r c e s enough e v i d e n c e t o p r o v e once 
and f o r a l l t i m e s t h a t t h e o r i g i n a l Black Hebrew c i v i l i z a t i o n 
s p r e a d t h r o u g h o u t t h e l e n g t h and b r e a d t h of A f r i c a . 

There i s a famous o l d s a y i n g , a r o s e i s a r o s e by any o t h e r 
name. T h i s means t h a t a r o s e s t i l l i s a r o s e no m a t t e r what name 
i t i s g i v e n . We who l i v e i n Amer ica a r e accus tomed t o t h i n k i n g 
i n t e r m s of t h e European c u l t u r a l s t a n d a r d s which p r e v a i l . Even 
t h e b l a c k man t h i n k s of h i m s e l f by h i s European names — Negro , 
wh ich i s S p a n i s h , o r c o l o r e d o r b l a c k which a r e E n g l i s h w o r d s . 
R a r e l y i f e v e r d o e s he t h i n k of h i m s e l f a s F a n t i o r A s h a n t i o r 
F u l a n i o r G u l n e a n . 

I n t h i s same s e n s e , an I s r a e l i t e i s a n I s r a e l i t e by any o t h e r 
name. Because most of u s a r e accus tomed t o h e a r i n g t h e word Jew 
a n d a s s o c i a t i n g t h i s word w i t h w h i t e f a c e s , i t i s s u r p r i s i n g t o 
many t h a t b l a c k p e o p l e a l s o c l a i m a Hebrew h e r i t a g e . T h i s common 
m i s i m p r e s s i o n , howeve r , i s l a r e l y due t o t h e k ind of c u l t u r a l 
c o n d i t i o n i n g w i t h which o u r E u r o p e a n - o r i e n t e d s o c i e t y i s imbued. 

I t s h o u l d be remembered when r e a d i n g t h e pages t h a t f o l l o w 
t h a t t h e b l a c k man, u n t i l r e c e n t l y , was d e n i e d t h e means t o a s s e r t 
h i s own I n d i v i d u a l i t y . Even where he g a i n e d t h e l e g a l r i g h t s , he 
u s u a l l y l a c k e d t h e t o o l s t o e f f e c t i v e l y be h i s own m a s t e r . These 
t o o l s i n c l u d e a homogeneous f a m i l y and community l i f e , a n unb roken 
t r a d i t i o n of e d u c a t i o n , t h e a b i l i t y t o f u n c t i o n i n d e p e n d e n t l y 
b o t h p o l i t i c a l l y and e c o n o m i c a l l y , and t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l s e l f -
a s s u r a n c e t h a t comes w i t h b e i n g a f i r s t - o l a s s c i t i z e n . 

Moreover i t s h o u l d be k e p t i n mind t h a t t h e w h i t e man, a s i s 
l o g i c a l , h a s w r i t t e n and i n t e r p r e t e d h i s t o r y l a r g e l y f rom h i s own 
p o i n t of v i e w . Take t h i s i l l u s t r a t i o n a s a s i m p l e example . Not 
l o n g a g o , a p r o m i n e n t Amer ican newspape r f e a t u r e d a s t o r y a b o u t 
K i n s h a s a , t h e c a p i t a l c i t y of t h e R e p u b l i c of Congo ( f o r m e r l y t h e 
B e l g i a n Congo) . The a r t i c l e m e n t i o n e d t h e " n a t i v e q u a r t e r • of t ״ h e 
c i t y , r e f e r r i n g t o t h a t s e c t i o n where i t s b l a c k c i t i z e n s l i v e . 
T h i s d e s c r i p t i o n i s g r o s s l y m i s l e a d i n g i f one r e a l i z e s t h a t a t 
l e a s t 85# of K i n s h a s a i s b l a c k and 99$ of t h e Congo n a t i o n i s t o o ! 
To s p e a k of a n a t i v e q u a r t e r i s t o imply t h e e x i s t e n c e of a b l a c k 
m i n o r i t y t h e r e . N o t h i n g i s f a r t h e r f rom t h e t r u t h ! 
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Contemporary־ r e c o r d e d I s r a e l i t e h i s t o r y i s l i k e w i s e a l m o s t 
e x c l u s i v e l y of w h i t e J e w i s h and w h i t e G e n t i l e o r i g i n . The r e s u l t 
h a s been n o t s o much e r r o r s of commission a s e r r o r s of ommlss ion . 
In o t h e r w o r d s , t h e m a j o r s h o r t - c o m i n g s of E u r o p e a n - o r i e n t e d 
h i s t o r i e s of A f r i c a and t h e Middle E a s t a r e l a r g e l y what i s » m i t t e d . 
The s t r e s s i s p u t on what t i e s t o g e t h e r and s u p p o r t s w h i t e European 
c u l t u r e w i t h t h a t of t h e Middle E a s t . They u s u a l l y omit any 
m e n t i o n of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s be tween b l a c k A f r i c a n and Middle E a s t 
c i v i l i z a t i o n s . 

The b i a s I n o u r knowledge of h i s t o r y i s r e f l e c t e d by t h e f a c t 
t h a t v e r y few i f any s t a n d a r d t e x t b o o k s d e a l e x t e n s i v e l y w i t h t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s be tween e a r l y C h r i s t i a n i t y and t h e pagan Graeco-Roman 
r e l i g i o n s , f o r I n s t a n c e . Very few i f any s t a n d a r d t e x t b o o k s d i s -
c u s s t h e f a c t t h a t most w h i t e Jews a r e d e s c e n d a n t s of Greeks ,Romans , 
Armenians and o t h e r s who a d o p t e d Juda i sm a s t h e i r r e l i g i o n d u r i n g 
t h e p e r i o d of i t s g r e a t e s t e x p a n s i o n i n t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n a r e a . 
Very few i f any t e x t b o o k s d e a l w i t h t h e f a c t t h a t b l a c k D r a v i d i a n s 
i n h a b i t e d t h e r e g i o n c o n t i g u o u s w i t h t h e Middle E a s t u n t i l t h e 
w h i t e Arayans pushed them I n t o t h e s o u t h e r n h a l f of t h e I n d i a n 
p e n i n s u l a . 

P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s book d o e s n o t a t t e m p t t o d e a l a t l e n g t h 
w i t h e v e r y o m i s s i o n by w h i t e h i s t o r i a n s . He d o e s , howeve r , p r o v i d e 
u s w i t h many s c h o l a r l y i n s i g h t s so t h a t we, t h e r e a d e r s , can e n j o y 
a b e t t e r b a l a n c e d p i c t u r e of h i s t o r y , e s p e c i a l l y A f r l o a n h i s t o r y . 
We t h e r e f o r e a r e I n d e b t e d t o P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s and t h e many o t h e r s 
whose s c h o l a r s h i p made o u r book p o s s i b l e . Black Amer icans now a r e 
i n a p o s i t i o n a s n e v e r b e f o r e t o r e d i s c o v e r — and r e c l a i m — a 
h e r i t a g e which h a s p r o f o u n d l y i n f l u e n c e d wor ld h i s t o r y . 

To a s s i s t t h e r e a d e r t o b e t t ê r u n d e r s t a n d t h e r o o t s of B l ack 
A m e r i c a , o u r book a t t e m p t s where p o s s i b l e t o f o l l o w t h e r o u t e 
t a k e n by P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s . We even u s e h i s c h a p t e r h e a d i n g s 
so t h a t o u r r e a d e r can p i c t u r e . t h e b a s i c s u b j e c t m a t t e r a s he s e e s 
i t . To b e g i n , o u r n e x t c h a p t e r i s e n t i t l e d ״The A s h a n t i of West 
A f r i c a . " T h i s I s f o l l o w e d by c h a p t e r s on A s h a n t i Hebrewlsms , t h e 
Supreme Being of t h e A s h a n t i , o t h e r Hebrewlsms of B lack A f r i c a , 
and r e l a t e d t o p i c s . 
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The Ashanti of West Africa 

P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s b e g i n s h i s book by r e c a l l i n g h i s d i s c o v -
e r i e s and o b s e r v a t i o n s w h i l e l i v i n g f o r f i v e y e a r s on t h e West 
I n d i a n i s l a n d of J a m a i c a , I n t r i g u e d by c e r t a i n s i m i l a r i t i e s w i t h 
« n o i e n t Hebrew c u s t o m s , t h i s famous J e s u i t s c h o l a r t h e n began an 
e l e v e n y e a r s e a r c h t o d e t e r m i n e i f t h e r e r e a l l y were a f f i n i t i e s 
b e t w e e n Middle E a s t c u s t o m s and t h o s e found i n A f r i c a and t h e 
West I n d i e s . 

The f o l l o w i n g a r e t h e words of Dr . W i l l i a m s which summarize 
h i s r e a s o n s f o r p u r s u i n g t h e s u b j e c t . He s a y s t h a t " t o u n d e r s t a n d 
p r o p e r l y t h e s p i r i t and a s p i r a t i o n s of t h e J a m a i c a n p e a s a n t , a 
c l o s e s t u d y of t h e ( A f r i c a n ) A s h a n t i t h e m s e l v e s became n e c e s s a r y . 
And t h i s s t u d y , i n t u r n , l e d t o some r a t h e r s t a r t l i n g r e s u l t s and 
c o n c l u s i o n s . 

" I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , " he c o n t i n u e s , "many Hebrewisms were 
d i s c o v e r e d i n A s h a n t i t r i b a l c u s t o m s . Then s e v e r a l A s h a n t i words 
were f o u n d t o h a v e a s t r i k i n g r e s e m b l a n c e t o t h o s e of e q u i v a l e n t 
Hebrew m e a n i n g . F i n a l l y , t h e Supreme Being of t h e A s h a n t i gave 
s t r o n g e v i d e n c e of b e i n g t h e Yahweh (God) of t h e Old T e s t a m e n t . 

"The q u e s t i o n , " he s a y s , " n a t u r a l l y a r o s e , how t o e x p l a i n 
t h e s e p a r a l l e l s of c u l t u r a l t r a i t s ? Shou ld t h e y be a s c r i b e d t o 
mere c o i n c i d e n c e o r i n d e p e n d e n t deve lopmen t? Or have we h e r e a 
r e m a r k a b l e i n s t a n c e of d i f f u s i o n a c r o s s t h e e n t i r e b r e a d t h of A f r i c a ? 
I s i t p o s s i b l e t o e s t a b l i s h even a p a r t i a l h i s t o r i c a l c o n t a c t 
b e t w e e n t h e A s h a n t i of t o d a y and t h e Hebrews of f u l l y two t h o u s a n d 
y e a r s a g o , o r m o r e ? " ' 

The a n s w e r s t o t h e s e q u e s t i o n s P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s d e d u c e s can 
be f o u n d "by t r y i n g t o t r a c e t h e s t o r y of t h e d i s p e r s i o n of t h e 
J e w s " f r o m t h e Middle E a s t and by s t u d y i n g t h e " t r i b a l b e l i e f s and 
p r a c t i c e s a n d t h e r e c o r d s of e a r l y European t r a v e l e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t h o s e who had w r i t t e n of t h e m a n n e r s and cus toms of t h e A f r i c a n 
b l a c k man . " : 

What i s t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e 
A s h a n t i of West A f r i c a a b o u t whom Dr . W i l l i a m s c o n c e n t r a t e s t h e 
f i r s t p a r t of h i s s t u d y ? The a n s w e r i s t h a t t h e A s h a n t i r e p r e s e n t 
a l a r g e g r o u p i n g of p e o p l e s , n o t a n i s o l a t e d t r i b e , a b o u t whom a 
f a i r amount of i n f o r m a t i o n i s known. Of e q u a l i m p o r t a n c e , t h e 
A s h a n t i and r e l a t e d g r o u p s of p e o p l e a l s o i n h a b i t a n a r e a r o u g h l y 
t h e same a s t h a t f rom which t h e s l a v e a n c e s t o r s of most Black 
A m e r i c a n s came. 
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Today t h i s r e g i o n I s d i v i d e d I n t o s e v e r a l newly I n d e p e n d e n t 
n a t i o n s . They I n c l u d e t h e r e p u b l i c s of S e n e g a l , G u i n e a , I v o r y 
C o a s t , Ghana, Togo, Dahomey, N i g e r i a and Cameroon. The b o u n d a r i e s 
of t h e s e n a t i o n s were a r b i t r a r i l y e s t a b l i s h e d p r i o r t o t h e i r i n d e -
pendence t h r o u g h c o n q u e s t and t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l I n t r i g u e s 
of t h e e a r l i e r European c o l o n i a l r u l e r s . For t h e s e r e a s o n s , e v e r y 
t r i b a l g r o u p i n g of any consequence can be f o u n d t o o v e r l a p n a t i o n a l 
b o r d e r s a s t h e y e x i s t t o d a y . 

The r e s u l t I s t h a t t h e A s h a n t i a r e f o u n d lna wide a r e a of West 
A f r i c a . I n f a c t t h e y a r e so numerous t h a t p r a c t i c a l l y e v e r y o t h e r 
t r i b e I s In some way I n t e r r e l a t e d . A c c o r d i n g t o E r n e s t C h a n t r e , 
a d i r e c t o r of t h e A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y of Lyons ( F r a n c e ) , " t h e 
A s h a n t i do n o t c o n s t i t u t e a pure e t h n i c g r o u p b u t a n a g g r e g a t e of 
n e g r o t y p e s . • י  י

The p rob lem c o n f r o n t i n g P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s was w h e t h e r t h e 
l i n e a g e of t h e s e A s h a n t i can be t r a c e d o r c o n n e c t e d t o o t h e r c i v -
l l l z a t l o n s . Andre A r c l n I s q u o t e d by W i l l i a m s t o c o n c l u d e t h a t 
"From E t h i o p i a , Middle Egypt and C e n t r a l Sudan descended t h e 
A s h a n t i and t h e t r i b e s known a s B a n t u .  ״ 4

P r o f e s s o r Roland B. Dixon , an a n t h r o p o l o g i s t f rom H a r v a r d 
U n i v e r s i t y i n h i s s t u d y of t h e p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t h e 
A s h a n t i , n o t e s a s i m i l a r i t y ״ t o t h e Chad g r o u p of p e o p l e i n t h e 
S u d a n . The Sudanese R י ״ e p u b l i c i s i n t h e n o r t h - e a s t e r n s e c t i o n of 
A f r i c a , n e a r Egypt and E t h i o p i a . The b l a c k i m m i g r a t i o n , he a d d s , 
was i״ n p a r t a w e s t e r l y d r i f t f rom t h e Chad-Ni l e a r e a , and i n p a r t 
a d i r e c t souward movement f rom t h e w e s t e r n Sudan and t h e Sahara 
b o r d e r s f o r c e d by t h e e x p a n s i o n i n t h e Saha ra r e g i o n of t h e 
C a u c a s i a n p e o p l e s who have poured i n t o n o r t h e r n A f r i c a s i n c e v e r y 
e a r l y t i m e s . ״ " 

D r . Hermann Bauman of t h e S t a t e Museaum of A n t h r o p o l o g y i n 
B e r l i n , West Germany, c o n c l u d e s t h a t t h e A s h a n t i a r e t o be c l a s s -
i f l e d w i t h ״ t h e s t r o n g l y Sudanese Yoruba and N u p e . The h ״ 7 i s t o -
r l a n , W a l t e r C l a r i d g e , I n a book a b o u t t h e h i s t o r y of Ghana and 
t h e A s h a n t i c o n c l u d e s t h a t ״ t h e F a n t i s , A s h a n t l s , Wassawa, and i n 
f a c t a l l t h e T w l - s p e a k i n g o r Akan p e o p l e s were o r i g i n a l l y one t r i b e . ״  ׳

I n summary we f i n d t h e f o l l o w i n g g e n e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n s made by 
P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s and o t h e r l e a d i n g s c h o l a r s a b o u t t h e A f r i c a n 
o r i g i n s of t h e A s h a n t i : 

1 . The A s h a n t i a r e an e t h n i c m i x t u r e of t h e p e o p l e s of West 
A f r i c a , t h e a n c e s t r a l home of most Black A m e r i c a n s . 

2 . The A s h a n t i a r e c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e B a n t u , Y o r u b a , 
F a n t l , Sudanese and o t h e r p e o p l e s whose combined p o p u l a -
t l o n s t r e t c h e s f rom t h e w e s t t o t h e e a s t c o a s t s o f A f r l o a 
m a i n l y below t h e S a h a r a . 
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3 . The A s h a n t i t r i b e s a p p e a r t o have m i g r a t e d and l a t e r 
pushed wes tward and sou thward by a l i e n i n v a d e r s of European 
o r i g i n . They a p p e a r t o have emanated f rom t h e Chad-Ni l e 
r e g i o n of n o r t h - e a s t e r n A f r i c a . 

But t h e q u e s t i o n s t i l l r e m a i n s w h e t h e r t h e e a r l i e r A s h a n t i 
and r e l a t e d p e o p l e s have any c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e Hebrews of t h e 
Midd le E a s t . The a n s w e r which P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s r e a c h e s i s t h a t 
t h e s i m i l a r i t i e s , which a r e t o o g r e a t t o i g n o r e , can be a c c o u n t e d 
f o r o n l y by t h e f a c t ״ t h a t somewhere i n t h e r emote p a s t t h e r e was 
a n I n f i l t r a t i o n of t h e a n c i e n t Hebrews i n t h e p a r e n t s t o c k f rom 
which t h e p r e s e n t A s h a n t i e v o l v e d . ״ ' I n f a c t i t was t h e ״ c o n t i n -
uous i n f l u x of Hebrew s e t t l e r s , t r e k k i n g up t h e N i l e " which he s a y s 
״ e v e n t u a l l y s p r e a d i t s e l f c l e a r a c r o s s A f r i c a t o t h e N i g e r and 
t h e n c e o v e r p r e t t y much t h e whole of West A f r i c a . 1  ״ 0

The re i s no d o u b t i n t h e mind of P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s t h a t t h e 
A s h a n t i a r e i n f u s e d w i t h t h e b l o o d a n d c u l t u r e of e a r l i e r Hebrews 
who m i g r a t e d f r o m t h e Midd le E a s t . Nor i s t h e r e any doub t t h a t 
t h e s e same A s h a n t i s a r e r e l a t e d t o d a y t o v i r t u a l l y e v e r y t r i b a l 
g r o u p i n g i n B lack West A f r i c a . The e v i d e n c e a c c o r d i n g t o P r o f e s s o r 
W i l l i a m s i s c u m u l a t i v e and r e v e a l e d by t h e many s t r i k i n g p a r a l l e l s 
b e t w e e n t h e c i v i l i z a t i o n of b l a c k West A f r i c a and t h e Hebrew Middle 
E a s t . And i t i s r e i n f o r c e d , a s we s h a l l s e e , by s i m i l a r r e s e m b l a n c e s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e s t of B l a c k A f r i c a a s w e l l . 
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Ashanti Hebrew isms 

T h i s c h a p t e r i s d e v o t e d t o a d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s of t h e s i m i l a r -
l t l e s be tween A s h a n t i and Hebrew c u s t o m s , u s a g e s and p r a c t l c e s . T h e 
s i m i l a r i t i e s I n c l u d e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r can be p u t i n t o two b a s i c 
c a t e g o r i e s : 

1 . Language u s a g e ; 

2 . Customs and r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s . 

The s t u d y r e v e a l s many s t r i k i n g s i m i l a r i t i e s . I t a l s o u n c o v e r s 
a r e a s which a p p e a r d i s p a r a t e a t f i r s t g l a n c e , bu t which a r e i n f a c t 
v e r y much a l i k e on c l o s e r e x a m i n a t i o n . Le t u s now r e a d what 
P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s and o t h e r s have t o s a y . 

Language u s a g e 

Dr . W i l l i a m s c i t e s a s a n example of l a n g u a g e s i m i l a r i t i e s t h e 
A s h a n t i word " o b a y i f o " which means a f e m a l e w i t c h . ' A c c o r d i n g t o 
J . G . C h r l s t a l l e r I n h i s d i c t i o n a r y of t h e A s h a n t i l a n g u a g e , t h i s 
word i s d e r i v e d f rom "obayen" which i n t u r n I s a compound of 1״Ob'״ 
and " a y e n , " t o g e t h e r meaning w i t c h - w i z a r d . * T h i s word , whose West 
I n d i a n e q u i v a l e n t i s "obeah," can be t r a c e d s a y s l i n g u i s t i c s e x p e r t 
John B a t h u r s t Deane " t o t h e C a n n a n l t e s u p e r s t i t i o n of O b . " ' 

M. O l d f i e l d Howey, a n e x p e r t on A f r i c a n c u l t u r e , n o t e s more 
p o i n t e d l y t h a t " t h e w i t c h of Endor I s spoken of a s an o b , and was 
a p p l i e d t o by King Sau l f o r an o r a c l e . Today among b l a c k s t h e same 
i s f o u n d . The ob-man o r ob-womarv I s h a b i t u a l l y c o n s u l t e d I n any 
c a s e of doubt and d i f f i c u l t y , J u s t a s was t h e ob-woman of Endor by 
King S a u l . " 4 

W i l l i a m s o b s e r v e s t h a t " t h e ve ry t e rm u s e d by t h e n a t i v e , t o 
1make ob,* which h a s come t o Jamaica f rom t h e o l d A s h a n t i s l a v e s , I s 
i d i o m a t i c a l l y t h e same a s t h e S c r i p t u r a l cASA OB found I n I I Kings 
2 1 : 6 , one of t h e c r i m e s cha rged a g a i n s t King Manasseh , and which 
l i t e r a l l y means •he made o b . * "  ׳

"The v e r y word A s h a n t i h a s I t s e l f a s t o n g H e b r a i c f l a v o r , " s a y s 
W i l l i a m s . "The t e r m i n a l s y l l a b l e » t l * i n t h e names of West A f r i c a n 
t r i b e s u s u a l l y h a s t h e g e n e r a l meaning of * the r a c e of* o r * the 
men o f ' o r * the c h i l d r e n o f , * " comments L o u i s D e s p l a g n e s i n h i s 
book a b o u t t h e p e o p l e of t h e c e n t r a l p l a t e a u of N i g e r i a . 6 ' W i l l i a m s 
r e a c h e s t h e i n e v i t a b l e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t " t h i s would make A s h a n t i 
* the p e o p l e of Ashan .* There was i n f a c t a town of t h e name Ashan 
i n t h e domain of J u d a h . " 7 
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Dr. Gerson B. Levi t a l k s a b o u t Ashan i n h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n of 
t h e same name found i n t h e J e w i s h E n c y c l o p e d i a . He s a y s "Ashan : 
Town i n t h e domain of J u d a h ( Joshua 1 5 1 4 2 ) , b u t which was i n t h e 
a c t u a l p o s s e s s i o n of Simeon ( Joshua 19*7; I C h r o n i c l e s 4 : 3 2 ) . " 8 

"The p r i m a r y meaning of t h e Hebrew word ,Ashan* i s smoke," 
s a y s W i l l i a m s , "and i t i s u sed p r i m a r i l y t o d e s c r i b e a b u r n i n g 
c i t y , and s e c o n d l y t h e f i g u r a t i v e d e s t r u c t i o n of I s r a e l . " 9 He c i t e s 
t h e Hebrew and E n g l i s h L e x i c o n of Brown, D r i v e r and B r i g g s a s h i s 
s o u r c e . "The l a t t e r m e a n i n g , " he c o n t i n u e s , "would be s i g n i f i c a n t 
and c e r t a i n l y a p p l i c a b l e t o f u g i t i v e s f rom J e r u s a l e m . " " 

Even t h e word "Amen" a p p e a r s i n b o t h t h e A s h a n t i and Hebrew 
l a n g u a g e s . P r o f e s s o r R a t t r a y , a n e x p e r t i n t h e A s h a n t i l a n g u a g e , 
c i t e s a n A s h a n t i hymn of t h a n k s t o t h e Supreme Being i n which t h i s 
word I s u s e d . A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s renowned s c h o l a r , t h e u s e of t h e 
word by t h e A s h a n t i p r e c e d e s t h e a r r i v a l of C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n a r i e s 
t o West Afr ica . 1 ! 1 

The s t u d y of g e n e r a l A s h a n t i and Hebrew grammars a l s o r e v e a l 
o t h e r s i m i l a r i t i e s which c a n n o t be d i s m i s s e d l i g h t l y . J . G . C h r i s -
t a l l e r e x p l a i n s , f o r example , t h a t t h e r e l a t i v e p a r t i c i p l e i n t h e 
A s h a n t i l a n g u a g e " s e r v e s t o make up f o r t h e l a c k of r e l a t i v e 
p r o n o u n s , a s i n t h e Hebrew." 1 2 I n a d d i t i o n , t h e n e g a t i v e i n A s h a n t i 
u s u a l l y i s fo rmed by t h e p r e f i x N meaning no t . 1 3 The n o u n - c l a u s e 
i n Hebrew i s made n e g a t i v e by t h e a d v e r b EN which l i t e r a l l y means 
" i t i s n o t . " 14 

W i l l i a m s r emarks t h a t "a c a r e f u l s t u d y of P r o f e s s o r R a t t r a y ״ s 
A s h a n t i P r o v e r b s d i s c l o s e s many I n d i c a t i o n s of seeming Hebrew 
a f f i n i t y o r r a t h e r i n f l u e n c e . " 15 Moreover he o b s e r v e s " t h e p a r a l -
l e l i s m so d i s t i n c t i v e of Hebrew p o e t r y a l s o i s found I n t h e A s h a n t i . " 

Customs and r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s 

We can b e g i n t o s ee J u s t how c l o s e l y t h e A s h a n t i and Hebrew 
a r e f u s e d by e x a m i n i n g t h e i r common c u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s c h a r a c -
t e r l s t i e s . T h i s c h a p t e r d e a l s w i t h some of t h e p e r i p h e r a l o r 
s e c o n d a r y c u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s s i m i l a r i t i e s . Some of them a r e 
a s f o l l o w s : 

1 . I n t e r - t r i b a l m a r r i a g e l a w s ; 

2 . M a r r i a g e r i t e s ; 

3 . Female c h i l d - b i r t h and m e n s t r u a t i o n . 

I n t e r - t r i b a l m a r r i a g e l a w s . A c c o r d i n g t o P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s , 
t h e Mosaic l aws c o n c e r n i n g m a r r i a g e s w i t h i n t h e t r i b e s t o p r e s e r v e 
t h e i n h e r i t a n c e of d a u g h t e r s w i t h i n t h e f a m i l y of t h e i r f a t h e r s 
(Numbers 3 6 : 5 - 1 2 ) a r e v e r y s i m i l a r t o A s h a n t i p r a c t i c e s . 1 7 And t h e 
c r o s s - c o u s i n m a r r i a g e s of t h e A s h a n t i " a r e " s t r i c t l y s i m i l a r t o 
t h a t of t h e Hebrew d a u g h t e r s of S a l p h a a d w h o . . . w e d ״ t h e s o n s of 

t h e b r o t h e r s of t h e i r f a t h e r s (Numbers 3 6 : 1 1 ) . 1  ״" 9
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M a r r i a g e r i t e s . The A s h a n t i m a r r i a g e c u s t o m s , s ays R a t t r a y , 
r e q u i r e t h a t t h e p r o s p e c t i v e b r i d e and groom f i r s t s a t i s f y them-
s e l v e s t h a t t h e i r m a r r i a g e w i l l n o t v i o l a t e t h e t r i b a l l aws c o n -
c e m l n g t h e m a r r i a g e of b lood r e l a t i v e s . Then, a f t e r o b t a i n i n g t h e 
c o n s e n t of t h e p a r e n t s of t h e b r i d e , t h e groom o f f e r s a dowry and 
a wine o f f e r i n g . A f t e r t h e wine i s p a s s e d t o t h o s e p r e s e n t a t t h e 
ceremony, what r e m a i n s i s poured on t h e g r o u n d . These a r e t h e on ly 
r e q u i r e m e n t s . No p r i e s t I s needed .'יי־ 

P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s o b s e r v e s t h a t " I n t he a n c i e n t Hebrew 
m a r r i a g e , t h e ceremony was p e r f o r m e d i n a p r i v a t e house w i t h o u t t h e 
n e c e s s a r y p r e s e n c e of a p r i e s t o r r a b b i . An e l d e r Invoked t h e 
b e n e d i c t i o n and gave a cup of wine t o t h e b r i d e and groom who 
p l edged f i d e l i t y t o each o t h e r . The b r i d e g r o o m t h e n dashed t h e 
cup t o t h e g r o u n d . The m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t was t h e n r e a d and a t t e s t e d 
by t h e d r i n k i n g of a cup of wine by e a c h p e r s o n p r e s e n t " a l m o s t 
e x a c t l y a s do t h e A s h a n t i . " '1 

Female c h i l d - b i r t h and m e n s t r u a t i o n . One of t h e s t r i k i n g 
s i m i l a r i t i e s be tween A s h a n t i and Hebrww customs i s t h e r ea lm of 
c h i l d b i r t h . For e x a m p l e , t h e A s h a n t i mo the r i s c o n s i d e r e d " u n l e a n " 
f o r e i g h t d a y s a f t e r t h e b i r t h of h e r c h i l d . On t h e e l g t h day 
t h e c h i l d i s g i v e n a name and on t h e f o r t i e t h day a r e l a t e d c e r e -
mony i s o b s e r v e d . " ״ I n a l l t h i s we a r e c e r t a i n l y reminded of 
Hebrew c u s t o m s , " s a y s W i l l i a m s . Even t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s and t a b o o s 
of t h e A s h a n t i woman d u r i n g h e r m e n s t r u a l p e r i o d i n c l u d i n g h e r 
s e c l u s i o n " r e a d l i k e a page bor rowed f r o m t h e Book of L e v i t i c u s , " 
he s a y s r e f e r r i n g no doub t t o t h e T w e l f t h C h a p t e r . ־  ׳

In summary, we can s a f e l y say t h a t t h e A s h a n t i l a n g u a g e c o n -
t a i n s o m u c h t h a t v e r y c l o s e l y r e s e m b l e s Hebrew i n c l u d i n g t h e word 
A s h a n t i l t e s e l f . Moreover we f i n d c e r t a i n i m p o r t a n t cus toms i n 
common. Add t o t h e s e t h e c e r t a i n t y t h a t t h e A s h a n t i p e o p l e 
g e n e r a l l y m i g r a t e d f rom t h e d i r e c t i o n of t h e Middle E a s t . T o g e t h e r 
we can e n v i s i o n a c l o s e l i n k be tween t h e two p e o p l e s I f n o t a 
common a n c e s t r y . J u s t how c l o s e we w i l l more f u l l y r e a l i z e f rom 
r e a d i n g t h e n e x t c h a p t e r , 
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The Supreme Being of the Ashanti 

Most p e o p l e o u t s i d e B lack A f r i c a t h i n k of t h e I n d i g e n o u s 
A f r i c a n r e l i g i o n s a s p o l y t h e i s t i c and i d o l a t r o u s . I f a s k e d t o 
f i n d s i m i l a r i t i e s be tween n a t i v e b l a c k A f r i c a n and Hebrew c o n c e p t s 
of God, f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e a n s w e r a l m o s t a l w a y s h e a r d i s t h a t t h e r e 
a r e n o n e . A f t e r a l l , t h e y r e a s o n , A f r i c a n s b e l i e v e i n many g o d s . 
The Jews o n l y b e l i e v e i n o n e . 

Here i s a p e r f e c t example of a m i s c o n c e p t i o n which h a s 
r e s u l t e d f r o m l o n g - s t a n d i n g h i s t o r i c a l b i a s and a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
l a c k of k n o w l e d g e . A c l o s e r e x a m i n a t i o n of b l a c k A f r i c a n r e l i g i o u s 
b e l i e f s r e v e a l s t h e n a t u r e and e x t e n t of t h i s e r r o r . 

F i r s t i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o r e c o g n i z e t h e n a t u r e of Hebrew 
r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s and p r a c t i c e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y d u r i n g t h e B i b l i c a l 
e r a . P r o f e s s o r George Foo t Moore, a H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y h i s t o r i a n , 
s t a t e s t h a t , , t h e B i b l i c a l f o r e f a t h e r s had f a l l e n away f rom t h e 
t r u e r e l i g i o n , n o t o n l y by w o r s h i p p i n g o t h e r gods ( b u t ) by w o r s h i p -
p i n g t h e i r own God i n a h e a t h e n w a y . " 1 Dr . A.W.F. B l u n t , a w e l l -
known a r c h e o l o g l s t , n o t e s t h a t " t o a l a t e d a t e , a s e x c a v a t i o n s 
p r o v e , t h e I s r a e l i t e s c o n t i n u e d t o u s e models of cows and p l a q u e s 
of A s t a r t e a s a m u l e t s . " 2 

A n o t h e r h i s t o r i a n , R .L . O t t l e y , c o n f i r m s t h i s v i e w . He s a y s 
" t h e Hebrews d i d n o t o p e n l y abandon t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e t o J e h o v a h , 
b u t t h e y c o - o r d i n a t e d and somet imes even i d e n t i f i e d t h e i r n a t i o n a l 
D e i t y w i t h one o r o t h e r of t h e C a n a a n i t e g o d s . Thus t h e s i m p l e 
a n d p u r e w o r s h i p of J e h o v a h was g r a d u a l l y c o r r u p t e d by t h e a d m i x -
t u r e s of u s a g e s and symbols borrowed f rom t h e n a t u r e w o r s h i p of 
t h e C a n a e n i t e s . " 3 

I l l u s t r a t i o n s of t h i s s i t u a t i o n a r e f r e q u e n t i n t h e B i b l e . 
F o r e x a m p l e , C h a p t e r 23 of I I Kings l i s t s s e v e r a l e x a m p l e s , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e f a c t t h a t King Solomon b u i l t a l t a r s t o A s h t o r e t h , 
t h e pagan g o d d e s s of f e r t i l i t y . N o n e - t h e - l e s s , F . P r ê t o b s e r v e s 
t h a t " t h e i d o l a t r y of t h e Hebrews was l e s s a n a p o s t a c y t h a n t h e 
a d o p t i o n of s t r a n g e p r a c t i c e s and c e r e m o n i e s . " 4 

Thus we can s e e , a l m o s t a t a g l a n c e , a c e r t a i n p a r a l l e l 
b e t w e e n t h e h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n of B i b l i c a l I s r a e l and t h a t common-
l y a t t r i b u t e d t o b l a c k A f r i c a n r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s . The a w a r e -
n e s s s h o u l d remove t h e m e n t a l o b s t a c l e s i n o u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 
t h e s i m i l a r i t i e s be tween t h e s e two t r a d i t i o n s n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e 
e v i d e n t c o r r u p t i o n of them b o t h a t one t i m e o r a n o t h e r . 
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We m i g h t l o o k t o s t a r t a t t h e c o n c l u s i o n s of W i l l i a m Bosman 
who w r o t e s e v e r a l books on h i s f i r s t - h a n d e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h t h e 
p e o p l e s of t h e Gold C o a s t , now Ghana, of West A f r i c a . He n o t e s i n 
no u n c e r t a i n words t h a t t h e s e p e o p l e ״ , a s c r i b e t o God t h e a t t r i b u t e s 
of O m n i p r e s e n c e , O m n i s c i e n c e , and I n v i s i b i l i t y , b e s i d e s which t h e y 
b e l i e v e He g o v e r n s a l l t h i n g s by P r o v i d e n c e . By r e a s o n God I s 
i n v i s i b l e t h e y say i t would be a b s u r d t o make any human r e p r e s e n -
t a t i o n of Him" a s do C h r i s t i a n s . For t h i s r e a s o n , he s a y s t h e 
I d o l s b e f o r e which t h e y w o r s h i p o n l y r e p r e s e n t " s u b o r d i n a t e d e i t i e s . " s 

At t h i s J u n c t u r e I t m i g h t be w e l l t o c o n s i d e r w h e t h e r t h e 
A f r i c a n c o n c e p t of t h e A l m i g h t y God s t e m s f r o m C h r i s t i a n o r I s l a m i c 
I n f l u e n c e s . P r o f e s s o r R. S u t h e r l a n d R a t t r a y , who W i l l i a m s c a l l s 
a c a p t a i n a n d "a m a s t e r of t h e A s h a n t i l a n g u a g e and a n o f f i c i a l 
i n t e r p r e t e r i n s e v e r a l o t h e r d i a l e c t s , " a s s e r t s 1 " I am c o n v i n c e d 
t h a t t h e A s h a n t i c o n c e p t i o n of a Supreme Being h a s n o t h i n g w h a t e v e r 
t o do w i t h m i s s i o n a r y i n f l u e n o e o r Mohammedans."6 He a d d s : " I n a 
s e n s e i t i s t r u e t h a t t h i s g r e a t Supreme B e i n g , t h e c o n c e p t of 
which i s i n a t e l y A s h a n t i , i s t h e J e h o v a h of t h e I s r a e l i t e s .  י ״

The v i e w s which we h a v e s t a t e d t h u s f a r l a r g e l y a r e g e n e r a l i -
z a t i o n s . I n t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t a r e a of t h e o l o g y , t h e q u e s t i o n 
n a t u r a l l y a r i s e s w h e t h e r t h e r e a r e s p e c i f i c p r o o f s t h a t t h e A l m i g h t y 
God of t h e A s h a n t i and t h a t of t h e Hebrews a r e synonymous. We 
t h i n k t h e f o l l o w i n g e v i d e n c e shou ld s a t i s f y a l l b u t t h e most 
i n c r e d u l o u s t h a t t h e y a r e one and t h e same! 

F i r s t l e t u s compare t h e A s h a n t i and Hebrew names f o r God. 
The f u l l name of t h e A s h a n t i Supreme Being i s ONYAME. The 0 o r d i n -
a r i l y i s n o t p ronounced so t h e s p e l l i n g Nyame i s more e x a c t 
p h o n e t i c a l l y . The A i s a s h o r t vowel a s In b a t . The E a l s o i s a 
s h o r t vowel a s i n m e t . The N I s a p r e f i x t o convey t h e I d e a of 
i m m e n s i t y . T h i s l e a v e s t h e r o o t word YAME. 8 R a t t r a y a n d C h r i s -
t a l l e r b o t h a s s e r t t h a t t h e l e t t e r M i s i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e w i t h W 
i n t h e A s h a n t i l a n g u a g e . 9 I n o t h e r words t h e A s h a n t i name f o r 
God can be p r o n o u n c e d Yame o r Yawe, w i t h s h o r t v o w e l s . 

We f i n d a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n I n B i b l i c a l Hebrew. D r . A l b e r t 
T . C l a y , a n a r c h e o l o g l c a l l i n g u i s t i c s e x p e r t a t Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y , 
n o t e s t h a t " i n t h e Murushu a r c h i v e s f o u n d a t N i p p u r , b e l o n g i n g t o 
t h e r e i g n s of A r t a x e r x e s a n d D a r i u s , t h e d i v i n e e l e m e n t i n Hebrew 
names I s w r i t t e n J a - a - m a f o r Yawa." He a l s o m e n t i o n s a c l a y 
t a b l e t found a t Ta»anach which " c o n t a i n s t h e d i v i n e name of I s r a e l * s 
God w r i t t e n J a m i . " * He c o n c l u d e s u n h e s t a t i n g l y t h a t "some 
S e m i t i c groups"~used M and o t h e r s W t o r e p r e s e n t t h e same s o u n d . " 
Thus we l e a r n t h a t t h e word f o r t h e A l m i g h t y God can be s p e l l e d 
a n d / o r p r o n o u n c e d a s Yawe o r Yame I n b o t h Hebrew and A s h a n t i . 
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But t h e s i m i l a r i t y d o e s n o t end w i t h t h e p r e c i s e word f o r t h e 
A l m i g h t God. The word f o r C r e a t o r i n A s h a n t i i s B o r e - b o r e . 
The e x a c t e q u i v a l e n t i n sound and meaning i s Bore יי which i s t h e 
p a r t i c i p l e fo rm f o r t h e Hebrew word Bara 14 t h a t means " t o c r e a t e . " 
The word " b o r e " i s used f o r example i n I s a i a h 4 2 : 5 . 

I n t h e A s h a n t i l a n g u a g e , God a l s o i s c a l l e d Nyankapon Kwame 
which means "God a l o n e , g r e a t One, t o whom S a t u r d a y I s d e d i c a t e d . " 
T h i s d e d i c a t i o n t o t h e J e w i s h Sabba th i s v e r i f i e d In a l e t t e r 
w r i t t e n i n 1922 by t h e A s h a n t i Queen, Amma Sewa A k o t a , t o t h e w i f e 
of t h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n o r t o t h e Gold C o a s t . The l e t t e r r e a d s i n 
parte t h a t " t h e g r e a t God Nyankopon . . .whose day of w o r s h i p i s a 
S a t u r d a y . " 15 Once a g a i n we have a n o t h e r s i m i l a r i t y t o a v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t Hebrew c o n c e p t : t h e o b s e r v a n c e of S a t u r d a y a s t h e 
S a b b a t h i n h o n o r o f t h e A lmigh ty God ( G e n e s i s 2 : 1 - 3 ) . 

C e r t a i n C h r i s t i a n t h e o l o g i a n s have s o u g h t t o l i k e n t h e v i s u a l -
l z a t i o n of t h e A s h a n t i Supreme Be ing w i t h t h e p o p u l a r C h r i s t i a n 
n o t i o n t h a t God i s r e p r e s e n t e d i n human f o r m . They c i t e t h e f a c t 
t h a t t h e p r e f i x N i n Nyame (Nyawe) and "im" i n E l o h i m , a Hebrew 
word f o r God, b o t h u s e a p l u r a l o r c o l l e c t i v e f o r m . 

T h i s C h r i s t i a n v i e w , h o w e v e r , i s n o t s u p p o r t e d by t h e f a c t s . 
As we l e a r n e d e a r l i e r f r om P r o f e s s o r Bosman, t h e Black A f r i c a n s 
" s a y I t would be a b s u r d t o make any hun^n r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e 
A l m i g h t y God . Moreover t י6 " h e p l u r a l u s e of t h e word f o r God was 
t h e g r a m m a t i c a l fo rm used i n B i b l i c a l Hebrew t o a d d r e s s any l n d i v -
i d u a l of r o y a l o r k i n g l y r a n k . Dr . David Cooper , a f u n d a m e n t a l i s t 
- o r i e n t e d C h r i s t i a n t h e o l o g i a n , " a d m i t s f r a n k l y t h a t i n t h e S e m i t i c 
w o r l d such u s a g e ( " o f t h e p l u r a l noun f o r e x c e l l e n c y , m a j e s t y " ) 
was common when s u b j e c t s a d d r e s s e d t h e i r k i n g o r a t t i m e s spoke 
c o n o e r n l n g h i m . " 17 The Hebrews of c o u r s e c o u l d bé e x p e c t e d t o 
a d d r e s s God, who was t h e i r King of k i n g s , i n a s i m i l a r manne r . 

I n summary we can s e e t h a t t h e Hebrew God and C r e a t o r i s a t 
t h e v e r y h e a r t of b l a c k A f r i c a n , and p a r t i c u l a r l y A s h a n t i r e l i g i o u s 
b e l i e f . T h i s b e l i e f , m o r e o v e r , r e l a t e s t o t h e t o t a l b l a c k A f r i c a n 
c u l t u r e b e c a u s e r e l i g i o n i s and was t r a d i t i o n a l l y a n u n d e r l y i n g , 
i n t e g r a l p a r t of t h e f a b r i c of i t s s o c i e t y . 

I n a n c i e n t I s r a e l , t h e b e l i e f i n Almigh ty God was u p h e l d a s 
a 1 1 - i m p o r t a n t . I n many ways t h e i d e a of t h e P r i e s t h o o d came s e c o n d . 
I t was t h e l a t t e r who m a i n t a i n e d t h e Temple , i n t e r p r e t e d t h e l a w s , 
and i n g e n e r a l were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r g i v i n g r e l i g i o u s d i r e c t i o n t o 
t h e e a r l y J e w i s h n a t i o n . Among t h e A s h a n t i t h e y a l s o p l a y e q u a l l y 
i m p o r t a n t r o l e s . 

To be s u r e , t h e e x i s t e n c e of a p r i e s t h o o d i s a r a t h e r u n i v e r s a l 
phenomenum b e c a u s e o r g a n i z e d r e l i g i o n must have some k i n d of l e a d -
e r s h l p . However one i m p o r t a n t ou tward symbol e x i s t e d among t h e 
A s h a n t i p r i e s t h o o d which l i n k s i t c l o s e l y t o a n c i e n t I s r a e l . That 
symbol i s t h e B r e a s t p l a t e worn by t h e h i g h p r i e s t s who u s u a l l y 
were r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e r e i g n i n g A s h a n t i k i n g o r q u e e n . 
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ASHANTI AMBASSADORS CROSSING T H E PRAH 
(From a drawing by Sir Henry Morton Stanley) 
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The accompany ing I l l u s t r a t i o n I s a r e p r o d u c t i o n of t h e a c t u a l 
d r a w i n g by S i r Henry Morton S t a n l e y t h a t a p p e a r e d i n t h e I l l u s t r a t e d 
London News i n t h e a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d "Prom Cape Coas t t o C o o m a s s l e . " 
i t was a n 1874 e d i t i o n . The s i g n a t u r e of t h e a r t i s t i s m i s s i n g 
b e c a u s e t h a t p a r t of t h e i l l u s t r a t i o n i s o m i t t e d f rom o u r copy . 
However i t i s r e c o r d e d by h i s w i f e t h a t he made t h e o r i g i n a l 
d r a w i n g a s a n e w s p a p e r c o r r e s p o n d e n t f o r t h e New York H e r a l d 
d u r i n g h i s c o v e r a g e of t h e A s h a n t i War of t h a t p e r i o d . >« 

The i l l u s t r a t i o n i s t i t l e d "Ashan tee Ambassadors C r o s s i n g t h e 
P r a h " r i v e r and shows A s h a n t i a n d B r i t i s h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e g o v e r n m e n t s . The i l l u s t r a t i o n a l s o a p p e a r e d l a t e r i n a 
book by S i r S t a n l e y e n t i t l e d Coomassle and Magdala.1 9 

What i s s i g n i f i c a n t a b o u t t h e b r e a s t p l a t e shown i n t h e 
i l l u s t r a t i o n worn by t h e A s h a n t i r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ? "At f i r s t g l a n c e , " 
s a y s P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s , " t h i s would a p p e a r t o be u n q u e s t i o n a b l y 
a v e s t i g e of t h e High P r i e s t of t h e Hebrews . But i t i s w e l l t o 
remember t h a t P r o f e s s o r Clay o b s e r v e s t h a t t h e b r e a s t p l a t e was 
n o t p e c u l i a r t o t h e Hebrews . I t was t o be found a s w e l l i n Egypt 
and p r o b a b l y e l s e w h e r e . However t h e d i v i s i o n s of t h e b r e a s t p l a t e 
i n t o t w e l v e p a r t s i s c e r t a i n l y d i s t i n c t i v e " a s a Hebrew symbol.v

20 

A c c o r d i n g t o D r . T. Edward Bowdl tch , p e r h a p s t h e f i r s t 
c o n t e m p o r a r y Eu ropean t o come i n t o c l o s e c o n t a c t w i t h t h e A s h a n t i , 
s a y s "One c u r i o u s e v i d e n c e may be added t o t h e f o r m e r i d e n t i f l c a -
t i o n of t h e A s h a n t i n a t i o n s : I t i s t h e t r a d i t i o n t h a t t h e whole 
of t h e s e p e o p l e were o r i g i n a l l y comprehended i n t w e l v e t r i b e s o r 
f a m i l i e s i n which t h e y c l a s s i f y t h e m s e l v e s s t i l l . " 2 1 • T h i s was i n 
t h e e a r l y 1 8 0 0 * s . I n a d d i t i o n , D r . F r i e d r i c h R a t z e l i n h i s 
H i s t o r y of Mankind a s s e r t s t h a t t h e A s h a n t i n a t i o n i s composed of 
" t w e l v e s t o c k s . . . t h e members of which a r e d i s t r i b u t e d randomly 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e t r i b e s . " • 2 : 

P r o f e s s o r A . B . E l l i s i n a book w r i t t e n a l m o s t one h a l f 
c e n t u r y l a t e r , i n 1881 , r e l a t e s t h a t t h e A s h a n t i r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
" p o i n t e d t o t h e g o l d p l a t e s on t h e i r b r e a s t s a s b e i n g t h e i r 
i n s i g n i a of o f f i c e " when a s k e d by t h e B r i t i s h o f f i c i a l of t h e 
Gold C o a s t f o r e v i d e n c e of t h e i r a u t h o r i t y . 2 3 

B e s i d e s t h e b r e a s t p l a t e , t h e i l l u s t r a t i o n shows a n o t h e r h i g h l y 
r e v e a l i n g symbol which l i n k s t h e A s h a n t i d i r e c t l y t o t h e Hebrews. 
W i l l i a m s n o t e s t h a t " t h e h e a d - d r e s s of t h e h e r a l d ( r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ) 
w i t h i t s g o l d d i s c i n f r o n t s a t i s f i e s t h e d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e 
Hebrew m i z n e f e t . " ? The m i z n e f e t i s d e s c r i b e d i n t h e J e w i s h 
E n c y c l o p e d i a a s "a t i a r a , o r p e r h a p s a p e c u l i a r l y wound t u r b a n , 
w i t h a p e a k t h e f r o n t of which b o r e a g o l d p l a t e w i t h t h e i n s c r i p -
t i o n *Holy u n t o Yhwh.*"25 
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Does t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e Hebrew m l z n e f e t f i t t h e h e a d -
d r e s s I n t h e I l l u s t r a t i o n by S i r S t a n l e y ? The a n s w e r c l e a r l y I s 
y e s . Moreover I t i s v e r i f i e d by P r o f e s s o r Rwt t r ay who s a y s ״The 
( A s h a n t i ) h e a d - d r e s s of a h e r a l d I s a cap nyade f r o m t h e s k i n of a 
Colobus monkey w i t h a g o l d d i s c In f r o n t . z" These two p ״ r o m i n e n t 
a r t i c l e s of c l o t h i n g , t h e t w e l v e - p a r t b r e a s t p l a t e and t h e g o l d -
d i s c t i a r a h e a d - d r e s s , a r e found i n on ly one o t h e r c i v i l i z a t i o n a s 
p a r t of t h e p r i e s t l y o u t f i t . Tha t i s t h e Hebrew c i v i l i z a t i o n of 
B i b l i c a l d a y s . 

The s t r i k i n g s i m i l a r i t i e s do n o t end h e r e , however . We migh t 
pause t o c o n s i d e r some o t h e r s i m i l a r i t i e s I n v o l v i n g t h e h e r a l d o r 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e A s h a n t i k i n g o r queen a b o u t whom we j u s t 
d i s c u s s e d . A l t h o u g h t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween t h e A s h a n t i and Hebrew 
words f o r h e r a l d seem more vague t h a n what we d i s c u s s e d h e r e t o f o r e , 
t h e y a r e wor th n o t i n g . 

I n t h e B i b l e (Exodus 3 52 f f ) , t h e saga of t h e b u r n i n g bush on 
Mount S i n a i ״ h e r a l d s t ״ h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e a l l - i m p o r t a n t Mosaic 
R e v e l a t i o n . The Hebrew word f o r bush I s SeNE. ; By t h e same t o k e n , 
R a t t r a y t e l l s u s ״ t h e A s h a n t i h a v e a myth which s t a t e s t h a t t h e 
C r e a t o r made a h e r a l d ( o s e n e ) , a drummer ( o k y e r e m a ) , and a n e x e c u -
t l o n e r ( o b r a f o ) , and t h a t t h e p r e c e d e n c e of t h e s e o f f i c i a l s i n t h e 
A s h a n t i c o u r t I s i n t h a t o r d e r . 2 8 Thus t ״ h e A s h a n t i word OSENE, 
whose r o o t i s SENE, i s v i r t u a l l y I d e n t i c a l w i t h t h e Hebrew word 
SeNE. Both r e f e r t o a h e r a l d o r h e r a l d i n g of an i m p o r t a n t r e v e l a -
t i o n o r e v e n t . 

To s u p p o r t t h i s v i e w , we f i n d l i k e n e s s e s be tween t h e o t h e r 
two A s h a n t i w o r d s , OKYEREMA and OBRAFO, and t h e s c e n e of t h e 
Mosaic R e v e l a t i o n on Mount S i n a i . The A s h a n t i word Okyerema, 
whose r o o t i s KYEREMA sounds much l i k e t h e Hebrew word Khoreb , 
t h e w e s t e r n h e i g h t of Mount S i n a i . A f t e r d r o p p i n g t h e p r e f i x 0 
and t h e s u f f i x FO f rom O b r a f o , we have BRA which r e s e m b l e s t h e 
Hebjew.word B r i t h which means c o v e n a n t The A״ . s h a n t i myth m i g h t 
t h u s r e c o r d p r o g r e s s i v e s t a g e s i n t he m a n i f e s t a t i o n of Yahweh t o 
t h e Hebrews: t h e b u r n i n g b u s h , S i n a i , and t h e Mosaic C o v e n a n t ,  ״
s a y s Williams.1 2 5 

We f i n d s t i l l o t h e r s i m i l a r i t i e s be tween t h e A s h a n t i and 
a n c i e n t Hebrew c u l t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g o b s e r v a n c e s h e l d I n e a r l y 
au tumn, נ" t h e l e g a l a u t h o r i t y of t h e A s h a n t i TORO o r l a w - g i v e r , 
i n many ways s i m i l a r t o t h e l a w - g i v i n g Torah of t h e Hebrews, 31 

and o t h e r s . While t h e s e i l l u s t r a t i o n s may a p p e a r more vague t h a n 
some of t h e o t h e r s , t h e y n o n e - t h e - l e s s l e n d a d d i t i o n a l c r e d e n c e t o 
t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e A s h a n t i and Hebrew c u l t u r e s have common 
r o o t s . 
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I n summary, we f i n d many s t r i k i n g s i m i l a r i t i e s be tween t h e 
r e l i g i o n s and c u l t u r e s of t h e A s h a n t i and t h e p r e - E x l l i c Hebrews. 
These s i m i l a r i t i e s a r e t o o many a n d t o o c l o s e t o be c o i n c i d e n t a l . 
We f i n d t h e c o n c e p t and words f o r t h e Almigh ty God a r e i d e n t i c a l . 
We f i n d t h e words f o r C r e a t o r a r e i d e n t i c a l . We f i n d t h e same 
S a b b a t h r e v e r e n c e . We f i n d t h e same h i s t o r i c a l v iew of t h e t w e l v e 
t r i b e s . We f i n d t h e same t w e l v e - t r i b e g o l d b r e a s t p l a t e and h e a d -
d r e s s of t h e p r i e s t s . We f i n d s i m i l a r mean ings f o r t h e word h e r a l d 
which p l a y s a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n b o t h c u l t u r e s . We f i n d many o t h e r 
c o n c e p t s u s i n g s i m i l a r - s o u n d i n g words . We f i n d many s i m i l a r i t i e s 
i n m a r r i a g e and c h i l d b i r t h c u s t o m s , a l l of which p l a y I m p o r t a n t 
r o l e s i n b o t h s o c i e t i e s . And we f i n d t h e v e r y name A s h a n t i d e r i v e s 
f r o m a n c i e n t I s r a e l . 

I t i s i m p o r t a n t , h o w e v e r , t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e s i m i l a r i t i e s 
do n o t end w i t h t h e A s h a n t i . They a l s o a r e f o u n d among t h e o t h e r 
p e o p l e s of B l a c k West A f r i c a — a n d f r o m C e n t r a l and E a s t e r n 
A f r i c a t o o . For i n s i g h t s I n t o t h e o t h e r p e o p l e s of B lack A f r i c a , 
t h e f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r d i g e s t s what W i l l i a m s and o t h e r s c h o l a r s have 
t o s a y . 
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Other Hebrewisms in Black Africa 

I n t h i s c h a p t e r , Dr . W i l l i a m s i n t r o d u c e s t h e p e o p l e s of West 
A f r i c a who a r e t h e n e i g h b o r s of t h e A s h a n t i . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e 
i s a d i s c u s s i o n of t h e p e o p l e s who i n h a b i t what commonly i s known 
a s C e n t r a l and E a s t A f r i c a . We have b roken t h e d i s c u s s i o n i n t o 
g e o g r a p h i c a l p a r t s r o u g h l y p a r a l l e l t o t h e c o u n t r i e s of modem 
A f r i c a . However we want t o make I t c l e a r once a g a i n t h a t t r i b a l 
g r o u p i n g s n e v e r f i t n e a t l y i n t o one n a t i o n o r a n o t h e r . The 
b o u n d a r i e s of t h e p r e s e n t - d a y n a t i o n s a r e l a r g e l y of European 
c o l o n i a l o r i g i n , c o n c e i v e d f o r r e a s o n s o f t e n h a v i n g l i t t l e t o do 
w i t h t r i b a l a f f i l i a t i o n of t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 

To i n t r o d u c e h i s c h a p t e r , P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s s a y s t h a t t h e 
i n f o r m a t i o n which f o l l o w s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h a t a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d , 
c o n f i r m s h i s c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t h e r e , 1 i s a s t r o n g i n f i l t r a t i o n of 
Hebrew s t o c k " among t h e p e o p l e s of b l a c k West A f r i c a . 1 

I n a d d i t i o n , he r e - e m p h a s i z e s t h e " p o l y t h e i s t i c " t e n d e n c i e s 
among Jews d u r i n g d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s I n t h e i r h i s t o r y by q u o t i n g 
Dr . Nahum S l o u s c h z , a we l l -known w h i t e J e w i s h h i s t o r i a n . He s a y s 
i n h i s d i s c u s s i o n of r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s i n Moslem-dominated 
Nor th A f r i c a t h a t t h e Jews of Morocco " o f t e n have a p o l y t h e i s t i c 
c h a r a c t e r which a p p r o a c h e s f e t i c h l s m . There s t i l l a r e some who 
w o r s h i p g r o t t o e s , and r o c k s and s t o n e s u n d e r t h e g u i s e of s a i n t s . " 2 

The p u r p o s e of W i l l i a m s r e - e m p h a s i z i n g t h i s p o l y t h e i s t i c 
t e n d e n c y among Nor th A f r i c a n Jews I s t o remind t h e r e a d e r t h a t such 
r e v e r s i o n s o r a b b e r a t i o n s t o more p r i m i t i v e r e l i g i o u s fo rms do n o t 
d i s q u a l i f y them a s Jews o r I s r a e l i t e s , w h i c h e v e r t e r m you c h o o s e 
t o u s e . The p r o o f t h a t h i s c o n c l u s i o n i s v a l i d i s t h a t most of 
t h e Moroccan a n d o t h e r Nor th A f r i c a n Jews have e m i g r a t e d t o t h e 
S t a t e of I s r a e l where t h e y a r e f u l l - f l e d g e d c i t i z e n s . 

With t h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n , we can b e t t e r resume o u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
i n t o t h e c u l t u r a l a f f i n i t i e s be tween b l a c k A f r i c a n and Hebrew 
c i v i l i z a t i o n s i 

Guinea 

The o b s e r v a t i o n s of J . L e l g h t o n Wilson a r e e s p e c i a l l y wor thy 
of o u r a t t e n t i o n f o r any i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t h i s r e g i o n . The r e a s o n 
i s b e c a u s e h e was a m i s s i o n a r y i n t h e Guinean a r e a f o r 18 y e a r s . 
He a f t e r w a r d s became a d i r e c t o r of t h e Amer ican P r e s b y t e r i a n Board 
of F o r e i g n M i s s i o n s i n d i c a t i n g t h e h i g h e s t eem w i t h which he was 
h e l d by h i s c o l l e a g u e s . H i s book Wes te rn A f r i c a 1 I t s H i s t o r y . 
C o n d i t i o n and P r o s p e c t s was p u b l i s h e d i n 1856 . I n t h e p r e f a c e of 
h i s book , Reverend Wilson s t a t e s t h a t " t h e g r e a t body of t h e book 
i s t h e r e s u l t of my own o b s e r v a t i o n s and k n o w l e d g e . " 3 

18 



He o b s e r v e s i n h i s book t h a t " t h e r e a r e many obv ious t r a c e s 
of J u d a i s m , b o t h In N o r t h e r n and S o u t h e r n G u i n e a . " He a l s o 
s a y s t h a t " I n n o r t h e r n Guinea paganism and Juda i sm a r e u n i t e d . " 4 

He t h e n e x p l a i n s t h a t i n t h e N o r t h e r n r e g i o n , t h e p r a c t i c e of 
J u d a i s m i s " p r o m i n e n t l y d e v e l o p e d , some of t h e l e a d i n g f e a t u r e s of 
which a r e c i r c u m c i s i o n , t h e d i v i s i o n of t r i b e s i n t o s e p a r a t e 
f a m i l i e s , and v e r y f r e q u e n t l y i n t o t h e number t w e l v e , b lood s a c r a -
f l e e s w i t h t h e s p r i n k l i n g of b lood upon t h e a l t a r s and d o o r - p o s t s " 
and o t h e r u s a g e s which he c l a s s i f i e s of Jewish o r i g i n . 

Dr . Wi l l i am Bosman i n h i s book a b o u t h i s t r a v e l s in Guinea 
o b s e r v e s t h a t t h e women i n t h i s r e g i o n must a c c e p t an o a t h - d r i n k 
t o a c q u i t t h e m s e l v e s of any a c c u s a t i o n of a d u l t e r y . The law I s 
t h a t s i c k n e s s o r d e a t h which f o l l o w s t h e t a k i n g of t h i s d r i n k i s 
e v i d e n c e of g u i l t . Bosman c l a i m s t h a t " t h i s d r i n k seems v e r y l i k e 
t h e b i t t e r w a t e r a d m i n i s t e r e d t o t h e women of t h e Old Tes tament by 
way of a c q u i t t i n g them of t h e c h a r g e of a d u l t e r y . " û 

Bosman s a y s e l s e w h e r e i n h i s book : "The Negroes s t i l l r e t a i n 
s e v e r a l l aws and cus toms which s a v o u r of J u d a i s m , a s t h e i r ma r ry ing 
of t h e i r b r o t h e r s w ״ i f e and several more . They seem t h e same 
e f f e c t , a^s w e l l a s t h e names, of which h e r e ( i n Guinea) a r e s e v e r a l 
which o c c u r i n t h e Old T e s t a m e n t . " 7 

Mungo Park i n h i s book e n t i t l e d T r a v e l s i n t h e I n t e r i o r P i s -
t r l c t s of A f r i c a , w r i t t e n i n 1810 , o b s e r v e s t h e l e g a l wh ipp ings 
among t h e T e e s e e p e o p l e i n t h e Kassob r e g i o n . He s a y s , " t h e 
number of s t r i p e s was p r e c i s e l y t h e same a s a r e r e q u i r e d by Mosaic 
Law, f o r t y , s a v e o n e . " He n o t e s f u r t h e r t h a t t h e s e p e o p l e were 
n e i t h e r C h r i s t i a n n o r Moslem a t t h a t t i m e . " 

In t h e same book , Park n o t e s t h a t "on t h e f i r s t a p p e a r a n c e of 
t h e new moon, t h e n a t i v e s say a s h o r t p r a y e r . . . t o t h e Supreme 
B e i n g . T h i s p r a y e r i s pronounced i n a w h i s p e r , t h e p a r t y h o l d i n g 
up h i s hands b e f o r e h i s f a c e . T h i s ceremony seems t o be n e a r l y 
t h e same which p r e v a i l e d among t h e Hebrews I n t h e days of J o b . " " 

I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t o n o t e t h e words of Rabbi Kaufman Kohler 
i n a J e w i s h E n c y c l o p e d i a a r t i c l e on t h e "New Moon." He m a i n t a i n s 
" t h e p e r i o d of t h e New Moon i n p r e - e x i l l c t i m e s . . . w a s s u p e r i o r even 
t o t h e S a b b a t h day which formed b u t a p a r t of i t , b u t l o s t i t s 
i m p o r t a n c e d u r i n g t h e E x i l e ( b e g i n n i n g a b o u t 586 B . C . ) " He a l s o 
s a y s i n t h i s a r t i c l e t h a t " i n t h e Temple, t h e New Moon was c é l é b r a -
t e d by s p e c i a l s a c r i f i c e s and by t h e b lowing of t h e t r u m p e t . " K' 

Dahomey 

To s t u d y t h e Dahomian r e g i o n of West A f r i c a , we t u r n f i r s t t o 
a s e r i e s of a r t i c l e s by P r o f e s s o r Wi l l i ams which a p p e a r e d d u r i n g 
1936 and 1937 I n t h e A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l S e r i e s of t h e Boston Co l l ege 
G r a d u a t e S c h o o l . These a r t i c l e s c o n t a i n numerous s c h o l a r l y and 
e y e - w i t n e s s r e f e r e n c e s which do n o t a p p e a r i n h i s book . 
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One such s c h o l a r I s P r o f e s s o r M e l v i l l e H e r s k o v l t z of N o r t h -
w e s t e r n U n i v e r s i t y who Wi l l i ams d e s c r i b e s a s "one of t h e most 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d American a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s . " " Dr . H e r s k o v l t z , w r i t i n g 
a b o u t t h e Ewe (pronouced 8r*va־) of Dahomey and Togo n o t e s t h a t " i n 
t h e l i f e of t h e Dahomian, Mawu i s bu t a n o t h e r Vodu o r Yehwe, t h e 
two ( s e t s o f ) t e r m s b e i n g synonymous." ' 2 He a l s o says e l s e w h e r e 
t h a t "Mawu I s b u t a n o t h e r Vodu o r Yehwe, a g e n e r i c term f o r G r e a t 
God." ,J 

Although h i s p h o n e t i c s p e l l i n g d i f f e r s somewhat, J .A . S k e t c h e r l y 
w r i t i n g a b o u t Dahomey c o n f i r m s t h a t " t h e i r Supreme Being i s c a l l e d 
Mau o r Mahu-no, and i s v e s t e d w i t h u n l i m i t e d a u t h o r i t y o v e r e v e r y 
b e i n g , b o t h s p i r i t u a l and c a r n a l . " 1 4 

Bishop Augus te Herman i n a s e r i e s of a r t i c l e s a b o u t t h e Ewe 
p e o p l e among whom he l i v e d p r o v i d e s u s w i t h a most r e v e a l i n g 
i n s i g h t i n t o t h e i r b e l i e f s — and t h e s i m i l a r i t i e s t o t h o s e of t h e 
a n c i e n t Hebrews : 

He s a y s , " T h i s c u l t of Mahou p r e s e n t s c e r t a i n p a r t i c u l a r s 
which r e s e m b l e s u r v i v a l s of p r i m i t i v e r e l i g i o n of a Hebrew t r a d i -
t i o n . I t t e a c h e s i t s f o l l o w e r s a h i g h idea of p u r i t y and t h e 
s a n c t i t y of God. I t s m i n i s t e r s a r e c l o t h e d i n w h i t e c l o t h . They 
o b s e r v e t h e laws of c o n t i n e n c e p r e s c r i b e d t o J e w i s h p r i e s t s when 
t h e y s e r v e d In t h e Temple. S t r i c t r u l e s mark t h e p e r i o d s when 
women p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e r i t e s of t h e c u l t . The w a t e r i n t e n d e d f o r 
r i t u a l b l e s s i n g s can be b r o u g h t on ly by a young woman who i s a 
v i r g i n . The o f f i c i a l day of r e s t i s S a t u r d a y . On t h a t day t h e 
f o l l o w e r s of Mahou (Almighty God) do n o t work i n t h e f i e l d s . Once 
a y e a r t h e y o f f e r a solemn s a c r i f i c e i n a n e n c l o s u r e , o u t s i d e t h e 
v i l l a g e . The p r i e s t t a k e s i n h i s hands a sheep which must be w h i t e . 
Three t i m e s he r a i s e s i t t o w a r d s t h e h e a v e n s . A p a r t of t h e soup 
(made f rom t h e s l a i n lamb) i s poured on t h e ground a s an o f f e r i n g 
t o God." 15 

Herman r h e o t o r i c a l l y a s k s s " T h i s p u r i f i c a t i o n , t h i s t r i p l e 
o b l a t i o n of t h e s a c r i f i c e , t h i s s a c r e d r e p a s t i n common, t h i s 
S a t u r d a y s a n c t i f i e d by r e s t , d o e s n o t a l l t h i s r e c a l l o ld B i b l i c a l 
t r a d i t i o n ? " 16 O b v i o u s l y , h i s answer i s y e s ! 

E l sewhere i n t h e s e r i e s on Dahomey, P r o f e s s o r W i l l i a m s t a l k s 
a b o u t a map p u b l i s h e d i n a 1790 e d i t i o n of t h e Memoirs of t h e 
Reign of Ba s sa Ahadee . King of Dahomey by Robe r t N o r r i s . I t was 
a n e y e - w i t n e s s a c c o u n t . The map shown in b o t h t h e E n g l i s h and 
French e d i t i o n s d e s i g n a t e t h e r e g i o n s u r r o u n d i n g t h e town of Whydah 
a s t h e "Count ry of t h e J e w s . " In f a c t t h e town i t s e l f i s c a l l e d 
Juda 17 o r Ouidah . 

Here we have v i s i b l e e v i d e n c e of a J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n l i v i n g 
i n t h e v e r y h e a r t of Black A f r i c a . As we have s e e n , t h e e n t i r e 
a r e a beyond t h e immedia te r e g i o n of Whydah a l s o I s r o o t e d ,in Hebrew 
c u l t u r e . The a u t h o r s imply p i n p o i n t s a n a r e a which c o n t a i n e d a 
H e b r a i c t r a d i t i o n which he was a b l e t o r e c o g n i z e . 
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The e x i s t e n c e of an a c t i v e J e w i s h community i n t h i s r e g i o n 
i s c o n f i r m e d by a n a t i v e of Whydah whose name i s Bata K l n d a l 
Amgoza. He w r i t e s I n a S c r l b n e r ' s Magazine a r t i c l e t h a t t h e 
" B ״ n a l E p h r a m . . . h a v e o o p i e s of t h e Torah k e p t i n a most h o l y p l a c e 
. . . . O t h e r w i s e t h e y a r e s i m p l y naked n e g r o p ״ e o p l e l i k e eve ryone 
e l s e . ' 8 ' D r . J . K r e p p e l i n h i s book a b o u t Jews and Juda i sm a l s o 
r e p o r t s a l a r g e J e w i s h community i n t h e i n t e r i o r of Dahomey. He 
s a y s " t h e y h a v e a c e n t r a l t e m p l e (and) a P e n t a t e u c h w r i t t e n I n 
Hebrew l e t t e r s . " 19 

B e s i d e s t h e map i n t h e book by N o r r l s , we f i n d r e f e r e n c e t o 
s t i l l a n o t h e r map, t h e e x i s t e n c e of which c o n f i r m s t h e i n t e g r i t y 
of t h e f o r m e r . P i e r r e Bouche, a F rench h i s t o r i a n , makes r e f e r e n c e 
t o a n e a r l i e r map by J e a n D ' A n v i l l e t h a t s t a t e s t h e c o u n t r y of 
Nagos was f o r m e r l y i n h a b i t e d by J e w s . " 2 0 He s a y s t h i s v iew was 
f o u n d e a r l i e r In t h e w r i t i n g s of E d r i s i , a n A r a b e x p l o r e r of t h e 
E l e v e n t h C e n t u r y . He a d d s : "One f i n d s among t h e b l a c k many 
J e w i s h c u s t o m s . " 2' 

Ghana 

We a r e t o l d by Reverend C h r i s t i a n R e i n d o r f , a b l a c k p a s t o r of 
t h e B a s e l M i s s i o n on t h e Gold C o a s t , a b o u t t h e High P r i e s t of t h e 
Akra p e o p l e . He a s s e r t s : "A c l o s e i n s p e c t i o n of t h e p r i e s t i n 
h i s o f f i c i a t i n g g a r b l e a d s t o t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t h i s w o r s h i p must 
be of f o r e i g n o r i g i n . . . . O n e i s i n c l i n e d t o suppose t h a t t h e J e w i s h 
s y s t e m of w o r s h i p i n t h e Old T e s t a m e n t s t y l e h a s been e i t h e r 
i n t r o d u c e d by o r i m i t a t e d f r o m t h e p e o p l e who came o u t f i r s t t o 
t h e (Gold) C o a s t . " " 

N i g e r i a 

G .T . Basden was f o r many y e a r s a m i s s i o n a r y among t h e I b o . 
These p e o p l e l i v e m a i n l y i n t h e s o u t h - e a s t e r n r e g i o n of modern 
N i g e r i a t h o u g h t h e y can be found s c a t t e r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e e n t i r e 
c o u n t r y . Because t h e s e p e o p l e a r e l a r g e l y non-Moslem, i t i s 
l i k e l y t h a t t h e i r a n c e s t o r s were among t h e s l a v e s t r a n s p o r t e d t o 
Amer ica and t h e West I n d i e s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o Basden i n h i s book Among t h e I b o of N i g e r i a , 
" t h e r e a r e c e r t a i n c u s t o m s which p o i n t t o L e v i t i c i n f l u e n c e a t a 
more o r l e s s r e m o t e t i m e . T h i s i s s u g g e s t e d i n t h e u n d e r l y i n g 
I d e a s c o n c e r n i n g s a c r i f i c e and i n t h e p r a c t i c e of c i r c u m c i s i o n . 
The l a n g u a g e a l s o b e a r s s e v e r a l i n t e r e s t i n g p a r a l l e l s w i t h Hebrew 
id iom." 2 ? He l a t e r n o t e s t h a t "among t h e Ibo p e o p l e t h e r e i s a 
d i s t i n c t r e c o g n i t i o n of a Supreme Being b e n e f i c e n t i n c h a r a c t e r -
who i s above e v e r y o t h e r s p i r i t , good o r e v i l . He i s b e l i e v e d t o 
c o n t r o l a l l t h i n g s i n h e a v e n and e a r t h , and d i s p e n s e s r e w a r d s and 
p u n i s h m e n t s a c c o r d i n g t o m e r i t . " " 
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B e s i d e s t h e I b o , we a l s o f i n d r e f e r e n c e t o Juda i sm In t h e 
n o r t h e r n h a l f of t h e c o u n t r y p o p u l a t e d t oday l a r g e l y by t h e Hausa 
and F u l a n l ( F e u l o r P e u l ) p e o p l e s . Edmond D. Morel d e v o t e s c o n -
s l d e r a b l e space t o t h e F u l a n l In h i s book A f f a i r s of West A f r i c a . 
He c o n c l u d e s t h a t a f t e r t h e o v e r t h r o w of t h e Hyksos r u l e r s i n 
E g y p t , many of t h e i r Hebrew kinsmen found t h e i r way I n t o t h e i n t e r -
i o r of A f r i c a by way of Cyrena loa ( L i b y a ) . 25 He r emarks a few 
pages l a t e r t h a t " t h e H e b r a i c f l a v o r , i f one may p u t i t s o , which 
seem t o p e r m e a t e many of t h e " F u l a n l c u s t o m s . . . h a s been r e c o r d e d 
by many o b s e r v e r s . " i6 

P e r h a p s even more r e v e a l i n g a r e t h e f o l l o w i n g comments which 
Morel made I n h i s book I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e e x p e r i e n c e s of h i s 
f r i e n d , C a p t a i n de G u l r a u d o n , who l i v e d f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s among 
t h e F u l a n l In t h e Senegambia r e g i o n . Morel s a y s he "was p a r t l c u -
l a r l y s t r u c k by t h e i r p e c u l i a r knowledge of J e w i s h h i s t o r y . So 
f a m i l i a r l y d i d t h e y speak of t h e c h i e f Hebrew p e r s o n a l i t i e s of t h e 
Old T e s t a m e n t , and so w e l l p o s t e d were t h e y w i t h t h e p r i n c i p l e 
e v e n t s r e l a t e d i n i t t h a t t h e y cou ld n o t . . . h a v e a c q u i r e d t h e i r 
knowledge t h r o u g h A r a b i c s o u r c e s . 

, ,They r e f e r r e d t o t h o s e t i m e s a s though d e a l i n g w i t h t h e i r 
own n a t i o n a l r e c o r d s . Moses and Abraham might have been I n d i v i d u a l s 
of t h e same r a c e a s t h e m s e l v e s . (Morel q u o t e s Gu l raudon t h a t ) * i n 
t h e i r o r a l l e g e n d s Moses p l a y s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t p a r t , and a l t h o u g h 
c e r t a i n p a s s a g e s of t h e S c r i p t u r e a r e t r a n s f o r m e d o r r a t h e r a s s i m -
H a t e d , t h e y have so I n t e n s e a B i b l i c a l and H e b r a i o t o n e a s t o 
e x c l u d e a l l A r a b i c i n f l u e n c e . * " The s t r o n g e s t e v i d e n c e of t h e i r 
d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p t o a Hebrew p a s t r e s t s i n t h e f a c t , a s G u i r -
audon n o t e s , " , t h a t t h e i r I s r a e l i t e c h r o n i c l e s c e a s e d a f t e r 
Solomon.*" 27 

Gulraudon* s c o n c l u s i o n s a r e b e s t summarized I n h i s own w o r d s . 
He s ays " I t would seem a s i f t h e F u l a n l . . .were a t l e a s t I n pe rma-
n e n t c o n t a c t w i t h t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e I n r emote t imes . • • 2 8 Morel h i m -
s e l f c o n c l u d e s t h a t t h e F u l a n l , , a r e t h e l i n e a l d e s c e n d a n t s of t h e 
H y k s o s , " whom he i d e n t i f i e s a s Hebrews, " h a v i n g m i g r a t e d wes tward 
w i t h t h e o v e r t h r o w of t h e Shepherd c o n q u e r o r s . . . . T h e i r p r e s e n c e i n 
West A f r i c a d a t e s back a t l e a s t 2 ,500 y e a r s . " » 

Maur i ce A b a d i e , a F rench h i s t o r i a n , a s s e r t s t h a t " t h e S e m i t i c 
o r i g i n of t h e P e u l s ( F u l a n i ) of t h e N i g e r . . . c a n n o t be q u e s t i o n e d . " ^ 

He b e l i e v e s Jews f rom N o r t h A f r i c a a l s o J o i n e d t h e i r b r e t h r e n 
many y e a r s l a t e r In t h e Second Century A.D. t o found t h e Empire of 
Ghana. 1י D r . W i l l i a m s t h i n k s i t t h e r e f o r e i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t o 
f i n d t h e F u l a n l a l s o l i v i n g i n t h e n e i g h b o r i n g l a n d s of t h e Camer-
oons and Senegal . '3 2 
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C e n t r a l A f r i c a (Congo, A n g o l a . Kenya, e t c , ) 

I n C h a p t e r T h r e e , we n o t e d on page 7 . t h a t s c h o l a r s b e l i e v e 
t h e r e I s a common o r i g i n f o r t h e A s h a n t i and Bantu p e o p l e s . They 
b o t h came, I t i s t h o u g h t , f rom t h e n o r t h e a s t e r n p a r t of t h e c o n t l -
n e n t . The A s h a n t i e v e n t u a l l y m i g r a t e d westward below and rough ly 
p a r a l l e l t o t h e Sahara D e s e r t ; t h e Bantu moved ma in ly I n sou th and 
sou thwes tward d i r e c t i o n s . Today we f i n d t h e Bantu p e o p l e s a 
m a j o r i t y t h r o u g h o u t C e n t r a l A f r i c a i n a b e l t e x t e n d i n g f rom Zambia 
a n d Mozambique on t h e e a s t c o a s t t h r o u g h t h e C e n t r a l A f r i c a n 
R e p u b l i c ( f o r m e r l y French E q u i t o r l a l A f r i c a ) t o t h e Congo and 
Angola on t h e wes t c o a s t . 

Because most Black Amer i cans a r e n o t r e l a t e d d i r e c t l y t o t h e 
B a n t u , we w i l l a b b r e v i a t e o u r d i s c u s s i o n a b o u t them. However 
t h e i r s i g n i f i c a n c e h i s t o r i c a l l y (and In modern t i m e s ) shou ld no t 
be o v e r l o o k e d . Our knowledge of t h e i r Hebrew t r a d i t i o n s s imply 
c o n f i r m s what we a l r e a d y know a b o u t West A f r i c a and t h a t t h e 
Hebrew s t r a i n e x i s t s In Black A f r i c a f a r more e x t e n s i v e l y t h a n most 
r e a l i z e . 

I n t h e Congo, H e r b e r t Ward s a y s t h e r e e x i s t s a r e m a r k a b l e 
a f f i n i t y of c e r t a i n cus toms t o a n c i e n t Hebrew l a w . He n o t e s , f o r 
example , t h a t " i f a d u l t e r y i s committed w i t h i n t h e v i l l a g e , bo th 
man and woman a r e c o n s i d e r e d e q u a l l y g u i l t y ; o u t s i d e t h e v i l l a g e 
b o u n d a r y , however , t h e man on ly i s h e l d a t f a u l t . " P ״ r o f e s s o r 
K e l l e r of Ya le U n i v e r s i t y r e p o r t s t h a t many West A f r i c a n f u n e r a l 
cus toms a r e i n t h e same c l a s s w i t h t h e r i t u a l " s a c k c l o t h and a s h e s " 
of t h e Old T e s t a m e n t . 34 

F a r t h e r s o u t h , In A n g o l a , we l e a r n from W. M e r l i n E n n l s t h a t 
" t h e r e a r e many i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h e r e was a t l e a s t a common source 
f rom which a r o s e t h e Hebrew c u l t u r e ; and t h a t t h i s (Angolan c u l t u r e ) 
a r o s e f rom t h a t . There a r e many p l a c e names i n P a l e s t i n e and more 
e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e e a s t e r n end of t h e A r a b i a n p e n i n s u l a (which a l s o 
was I n h a b i t e d by Jews i n p r e - I s l a m i c t i m e s ) t h a t r e s e m b l e Bantu 
n a m e s . " 35 

John C l a r k e , a B r i t i s h m i s s i o n a r y , w r i t e s I n 1848 t h a t Olden-
d o r f , a n e a r l i e r t r a v e l e r i n t h e r e g i o n t h e n c a l l e d French E q u i t -
o r i a l A f r i c a , " s p e a k s of b l a c k Jews b e i n g i n t h i s p a r t of A f r i c a . " 3 6 

D r . F r i e d r i c h R a t z e l a l s o s p e a k s a b o u t t h e "Mavumba, renowned a s 
p o t t e r s and s m i t h s , t o whom some a s s i g n a J e w i s h o r i g i n . " ^ 

F a t h e r Gulseppe C l a t t i s p e n t s e v e r a l y e a r s a t t h e K a h e t l 
C a t h o l i c M i s s i o n i n Kenya. I n a m a n u s c r i p t w r i t t e n I n Sep tember , 
1932 , he s a y s " i t can be e a s i l y conc luded t h a t t h e Agekoyo have 
had some c o n t a c t w i t h t h e Hebrews a f t e r t h e i r d e p a r t u r e f rom 
E g y p t . " 3S 

He t h e n e n u m e r a t e s . L e v i t i c u s 2 8 : 1 - 2 3 , he says " i s r i g o r o u s 
law f o r t h e Agekoyo ." Exodus 2 1 : 3 5 . 3 6 " I s s c r u p u l o u s l y o b s e r v e d . " 
The same he s a y s I s t r u e of Exodus 2 2 : 1 0 , 1 3 , 1 8 , 2 2 and Exodus 2 3 : 4 , 
1 9 , 2 2 which " a r e f u l l y o b s e r v e d p r e c i s e l y a s w r i t t e n . " L e v i t i c u s 
1 9 : 1 4 , 2 6 , 3 2 , 3 3 " a r e a l s o l a w s of t h e t r i b e . " נ  י
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In summary we see c l e a r l y t h a t Hebrew r e l i g i o n and c u l t u r e 
pe rmea ted Black A f r i c a f rom c o a s t t o c o a s t , and r e p r e s e n t s t h e 
v e r y c o r e of t h e n a t i v e c i v i l i z a t i o n however much I t may have 
become c o r r u p t e d t h r o u g h t h e c e n t u r i e s . The I n t e r a c t i o n s a r o s e 
d u r i n g c e n t u r i e s when c l o s e p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t s were r e q u i r e d . No 
r a d i o , t e l e v i s i o n o r s i m i l a r means of I n s t a n t o r mass communica t ion 
had been I n v e n t e d . A s a c o n s e q u e n o e , t h e r e can be d o u b t a b o u t t h e 
v e r a c i t y and l o g i c of W i l l i a m s and many o t h e r s c h o l a r s t h a t B lack 
A f r i c a I s I n f u s e d w i t h Hebrew b l o o d b e s i d e s b e i n g r o o t e d In I t s 
o u l t u r è . 

We h a v e c o n c e n t r a t e d o u r a n a l y s i s ma in ly on p r e - E x l l l c t i m e s . 
T h i s r e f e r s t o t h e c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e 586 B.C. when t h e F i r s t Temple 
was d e s t r o y e d . As most s t u d e n t s of r e l i g i o n know, t h i s p r e - E x l l l c 
p e r i o d I n c l u d e d t h e Mosaic e r a a b o u t 1225 B.C. and t h e r e i g n s of 
Kings S a u l , David and Solomon, t h e l a s t f r om 972 t o 933 B.C. 

The r e a s o n we have c o n c e n t r a t e d on t h i s p e r i o d i n a n t i q u i t y 
i s t o e s t a b l i s h once and f o r a l l t i m e s t h a t B lack A f r i c a n s , and 
t h e i r B l ack Amer ican d e s c e n d a n t s , a r e p a r t of t h e " r o o t s t o c k " of 
what a r e commonly c a l l e d t h e O r i g i n a l I s r a e l i t e s . We do n o t 
wish t o m i n i m i z e t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e c o n t i n u o u s s e r i e s of 
e v e n t s which l e d t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e Ghanlan and Songhui 
Hebrew e m p i r e s of l a t e r c e n t u r i e s . However , any a t t e m p t t e l l t h i s 
p a r t of t h e s t o r y would r e q u i r e many more p a g e s , a l l of which s i m p l y 
r e i n f o r c e t h e c o n c l u s i o n s a l r e a d y r e a c h e d . 

The r e m a i n d e r of o u r b o o k , t h e r e f o r e , i s d e v o t e d t o a d i s c u s s i o n 
of t h e human l i n k s be tween Black A f r i c a and t h e Hebrew Middle E a s t . 
I t I s a d i s c u s s i o n which d a t e s back t o t h e P a t r i a r c h Abraham. I n 
t h i s way, we hope t o c o n t r i b u t e t o a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h i s t o r y 
by e v e r y o n e and p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r b l a c k p e o p l e whose s p i r i t u a l and 
c u l t u r a l r e a w a k e n i n g h a s J u s t now b e g u n . 
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African Hebrews : the Offspring 

of Abraham 

T h i s c h a p t e r , a s we I n d i c a t e d a t t h e end of t h e l a s t o n e , I s 
d e v o t e d m a i n l y t o e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e human l i n k s be tween t h e Middle 
E a s t and A f r i c a , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h a t r e g i o n known a s Black West A f r i c a . 
We e s t a b l i s h e d i n p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s t h a t Hebrew b e l i e f s and c u l t u r e 
a r e f o u n d a t l o n s t o n e s of n a t i v e b l a c k A f r i c a n c l v i l i z a t l o n . Obv ious ly 
t h i s d i d n o t o c c u r by m a g i c . I t happened t h r o u g h t h e c o u r s e of 
human e v e n t s . 

For t h i s r e a s o n , we w i l l e x p l o r e i n t h i s c h a p t e r some of t h e 
e v i d e n c e a b o u t t h e movements f rom t h e Middle E a s t i n t o A f r i c a 
b e g i n n i n g i n t h e a n c i e n t B i b l i c a l e r a . N o t i c e we u s e t h e word 
i ״״movements,״ n t h e p l u r a l . The r e a s o n i s b e c a u s e Hebrew p e n e t r a t i o n 
I n t o t h e h e a r t and s o u l of b l a c k A f r i c a came i n waves o v e r a l o n g 
p e r i o d of t i m e . At b e s t , we can d i v i d e t h e s e movements i n t o a r b l -
t r a r y p e r i o d s . 

Our p u r p o s e i s n o t t o p i n p o i n t each and e v e r y wave o r movement. 
That I s i m p o s s i b l e . Nor i s I t o u r p u r p o s e t o d i s c u s s e v e r y i m p o r -
t a n t o n e . We s imply want t o b r i n g t o t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e r e a d e r 
some of t h e v e r y e a r l i e s t o n e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e d a t i n g back t o 
B i b l i c a l d a y s , t o e s t a b l i s h once and f o r a l l t h a t most b l a c k A m e r l -
cans a r e , i n f a c t , d e s c e n d a n t s of t h e ״ ״ o r i g i n a l " I s r a e l i t e s . 

To s t a r t o u r I n v e s t i g a t i o n , P r o f e s s o r Samuel A.B. M e r c e r , an 
e x p e r t i n B i b l i c a l h i s t o r y , I n f o r m s us t h a t 1״About 1650 B . C . , J a o o b 
and h i s f a m i l y went i n t o Egypt and s o j o u r n e d t h e r e , a c c o r d i n g t o 
B i b l i c a l t r a d i t i o n , a b o u t 430 y e a r s . In o ״״ 1 t h e r w o r d s , Hebrews 
s e t t l e d i n Egypt no l a t e r t h a n 1650 B.C. and remained a t l e a s t 
u n t i l 1220 B.C. when Moses l e d them o u t of b o n d a g e . 

A c c o r d i n g t o P r o f e s s o r M e r c e r ״ , ״ th i s was a t i m e of g r e a t 
m i g r a t i o n s ; and we f i n d t h a t t h e Hyksos , a S e m i t i c p e o p l e , a b r a n c h 
of whom J a c o b and h i s f a m i l y may w e l l have b e e n , e n t e r e d Egypt and 
became r u l e r s of t h e land.״״ To s u p p o r t t h i s , Mercer o b s e r v e s t h a t 
״ scarabs of a Hyksos r״ u l e r gave h i s name a s J a c o b - h e r o r J a c o b - e l , ״  ״
t h e l a t t e r name meaning God of J a c o b , a common Hebrew a p p e l a t l o n . 2 

D r . H a r r y O r l i n s k y , a P r o f e s s o r of B i b l e a t Hebrew Union 
C o l l e g e , s a y s t h e word ״״Hyksos״״ means ״ ״ r u l e r s of f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s .  ״״ 3
To t h e a n c i e n t E g y p t i a n s t h a t meant p e o p l e who came f rom t h e 
Middle E a s t . T h i s view I s h e l d by most h i s t o r i a n s . P r o f e s s o r 
W i l l i a m s n o t e s t h a t ״״the Pharaoh who showed f r i e n d s h i p t o J o s e p h 
and h i s (Hebrew) b r e t h r e n must r e a l l y have b e l o n g e d t o t h e 
shephe rd r a c e . T h i s f a c t migh t e a s i l y e x p l a i n t h e emni ty and 
p e r s e c u t i o n t o which t h e Hebrews were s u b j e c t e d a f t e r t h e e x p u l -
s i o n of t h e i r k i n s f o l k , t h e Hyksos ( a b o u t 1580 B.C.)4״״ 
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I n summary, we s ee t h a t t h e Hebrews r e a c h e d A f r i c a no l a t e r 
t h a n 1650 B . C . , o r more t h a n 3*600 y e a r s a g o . T h e i r p r e s e n c e I n 
E g y p t , which began p e a c e f u l l y u n d e r s o - c a l l e d Hyksos r u l e , e v e n -
t u a l l y d e t e r i o r a t e d t h r o u g h d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , p e r s e c u t i o n and 
u l t i m a t e l y b o n d a g e . About 1220 B.C. t h e y g a i n e d t h e i r f r eedom u n d e r 
t h e l e a d e r s h i p of Moses . 

I t i s c l e a r , h o w e v e r , t h a t n o t eve ryone l e f t Egypt w i t h Moses. 
P r o f e s s o r S idney Mendelssohn i n h i s book Jews I n A f r i c a t e l l s us 
t h a t "when t h e C h i l d r e n of I s r a e l c r o s s e d t h e Red S e a . . . . t h e exodus 
was by no means u n i v e r s a 1 . • Edmond F י 5 l e g i n h i s The L i f e of Moses 
o b s e r v e s t h a t t h e r e I s a R a b b i n i c t r a d i t i o n t h a t a t t h e t ime of t h e 
Exodus ,״many I s r a e l i t e s . . . r e m a i n e d w i t h t h e E g y p t i a n s . ״ ^ 

What happened t o t h o s e I s r a e l i t e s who remained i n Egypt a f t e r 
t h e exodus n o r t h w a r d i n t o t h e Holy l and l e d by Moses? The a n s w e r 
i s t w o - f o l d : Many r ema ined i n Egypt f o r c e n t u r i e s a s Mendelssohn 
a n d F l e g t e l l u s . O t h e r s m i g r a t e d s o u t h and wes tward i n t o t h e 
h e a r t of A f r i c a a s W i l l i a m s and o t h e r s c h o l a r s t e l l u s . 

Edmond D. Morel t e l l s u s t h a t t he F u l a n i and r e l a t e d West 
A f r i c a n p e o p l e s a r e t h e ״ ״ l i n e a l descendants״ of t ״ h e s e Hyksos and 
o t h e r Hebrew m i g r a n t s . " W i l l i a m s says t h e ״״gradual m i g r a t i o n of 
t h e Jews I s p e r h a p s t h e s i m p l e s t , I f n o t t h e on ly p l a u s i b l e e x p l a n -
a t l o n " f o r f i n d i n g a b l a c k Hebrew c u l t u r e t h r o u g h o u t West A f r i c a 
n o t t o o v e r l o o k t h e Bantu c o u n t r y of C e n t r a l and E a s t e r n A f r i c a . « 
These c o n c l u s i o n s i n t u r n a r e a f f i r m e d by t h e f a c t t h a t s c h o l a r s 
b e l i e v e t h e a n c e s t o r s of t h e F u l a n i , A s h a n t i , Ewe, Yoruba , Bantu 
and o t h e r p e o p l e s t r a v e l e d t h e same r o u t e s . 9 

A n o t h e r e a r l y p e r i o d of I s r a e l i t e m i g r a t i o n i n t o A f r i c a was 
c l i m a x e d d u r i n g t h e r e i g n of King Solomon who r u l e d be tween t h e 
y e a r s 972 and 933 B.C. I t wa s d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d t h a t Solomon 
t h r o u g h h i s numerous p o l i t i c a l and m a r i t a l a l l i a n c e s g r e a t l y e x t e n d -
ed I s r a e l i t e I n f l u e n c e i n E t h i o p i a , t h e Sudan and n e i g h b o r i n g l a n d s . 

A l t h o u g h some h i s t o r i a n s d i f f e r i n c e r t a i n p a r t i c u l a r s , t h e 
E t h i o p i a n s b e l i e v e t h e m s e l v e s de scended f rom t h e e a r l i e r I n h a b i t a n t s 
of t h e a n c i e n t kingdom e s t a b l i s h e d by King Solomon and h i s w i f e , 
t h e Queen of Sheba , and t h e i r s o n , Bayna-Lehkem o r Mene l lk a s he 
commonly I s c a l l e d . 

C o n f i r m a t i o n of t h i s g e n e r a l t h e o r y comes f rom F . B a l t h a z a a r 
T e l l e z who w r o t e i n 1710 t h a t ״ ״ there were a l w a y s Jews I n E t h i o p i a 
f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g . 1 0 ״ P ״ r o f e s s o r Mendelssohn s a y s ״ ״ t h i s s t a t e m e n t 
(by T e l l e z ) may be c o n j e c t u r a l l y j u s t i f i e d by t h e p r o x i m i t y of 

A b y s s i n i a , E t h i o p i a and t h e i r d e p e n d e n c i e s t o t h e a n c i e n t homes of 
t h e I s r a e l i t e s In Egypt and P a l e s t i n e . 1  ״״ 1

I n f a c t , S i r W a l t e r P lowden , B r i t i s h Consul G e n e r a l t o 
E t h i o p i a a b o u t 1868 m a i n t a i n s ״Two t h i n g s a r e c e r t a i n : t h a t a t a 
f a r l a t e r p e r i o d , s i x s o v e r e i g n s of p u r e J e w i s h r a c e and f a i t h 
r e i g n e d a t Gondar ( E t h i o p i a ) . . . . I t h i n k i t a l s o h i g h l y p r o b a b l e 
t h a t t h e whole of A b y s s i n i a was of t h e J e w i s h p e r s u a s i o n p r e v i o u s 
t o i t s c o n v e r s i o n ( t o C h r i s t i a n i t y i n t h e F o u r t h C e n t u r y A . D . ) 1 2  ״
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L o u i s J . M o r l e , a F rench h i s t o r i a n , t h i n k s t h e F a l a s h a Jews of 
E t h i o p i a d e r i v e f rom t h e t r i b e of L e v i . The word F a l a s h a i s t h e 
name commonly g i v e n E t h i o p i a n s who s t i l l p r a c t i c e J u d a i s m . J o b 
L e u t h o l f , among o t h e r s , s a y s t h e word means E x i l e s , t o d e s i g n a t e 
t h e i r o r i g i n f rom t h e Holy Land. 1 4 And many, s a y s Dr . George A. 
B a r t o n In h i s J e w i s h E n c y c l o p e d i a c o n t r i b u t i o n , b e l i e v e " t h e y 
d e r i v e f rom e x i l e s , p o s s i b l y a f t e r t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e N o r t h e r n 
Kingdom (of I s r a e l ) b u t more p r o b a b l y f rom Judea a f t e r t h e d e s t r u c -
t l o n of J e r u s a l e m by t h e Romans. 5 '  ״

The B i b l e p r o v i d e s u s w i t h s t i l l more e v i d e n c e t h a t I s r a e l i t e s 
l i v e d I n E t h i o p i a and t h e Sudan . The P r o p h e t I s a i a h , who l i v e d 
a b o u t 725 B . C . , b e l i e v e d t h a t " t h e Lord s h a l l s e t f o r t h h i s hand a 
second t i m e t o r e c o v e r t h e remnant of h i s p e o p l e . . . f r o m A s s y r i a , 
and f rom E g y p t , and f rom î ^ t h r o s (Upper Egyp t ) and f rom Cush (now 
E t h i o p i a and t h e S u d a n ) . 6 ' Only 70 y ״ e a r s l a t e r a n o t h e r Hebrew 
p r o p h e t , Z e p h a n i a h , was t o say ״From beyond t h e r i v e r of E t h i o p i a 
my s u p p l i c a n t s , even t h e d a u g h t e r s of my d i s p e r s e d , s h a l l b r i n g my 
o f f e r i n g . 7 '  ״

Tha t a n I s r a e l i t e p o p u l a t i o n a l r e a d y i n h a b i t e d t h e i n l a n d 
h e a r t of B lack A f r i c a a t t h i s t ime i s r e c o r d e d by John Leo A f r l c a n u s , 
a F i f t e e n t h Cen tu ry g e o g r a p h e r and h i s t o r i a n . I n a t r a n s l a t i o n of 
h i s book A G e o g r a p h i c a l H i s t o r y of A f r i c a by John P o r y , A f r i c a n u s 
r e c o r d s t h a t a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e E t h i o p i a n Hebrew Empire f o u n d e d 
by King Solomon ״ t h e r e i n h a b l t e t h a most p o p u l o u s n a t i o n of J e w i s h 
s t o c k w ״ e s t of t h e N i l e below t h e Saha ra i n a r e g i o n be tween 
״ A b a s s i n ( E t h i o p i a ) and Congo . ״ ' " 

A l o o k a t any map r e v e a l s t h a t t h e r e g i o n r e f e r r e d t o by 
A f r i c a n i n h a b i t e d by Jews I n t h e Seven th and E i g h t h C e n t u r i e s B.C. 
and a f t e r w a r d i s p r e c i s e l y t h e ״ C h a d - N i l e a r e a " t h a t D i x o n " and 
o t h e r s c h o l a r s 2 0 s a y t h e r o o t s t o c k of B lack A f r i c a n s came, b r i n g i n g 
w i t h them t h e Hebrew ous toms of t h e i r f o r e f a t h e r s a s we have s e e n . 

At t h i s p o i n t , I t migh t be wor th n o t i n g t h a t t h e c o n c e p t of 
t h e modern ״ b l a c k man was l ״ a r g e l y unknown In a n c i e n t t i m e s . The 
modern c o n c e p t t o which we have r e f e r e n c e I s t h e one which c l a s s i f i e s 
a s b l a c k o r c o l o r e d anyone who I s n o t p u r e w h i t e o r d o e s n o t h a v e 
v e r y d i s t i n c t i v e l y C a u c a s i a n f e a t u r e s . T h i s c o n c e p t I s one of 
l a t e r European o r i g i n , and a d i s t o r t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l f a c t . 

Most h i s t o r i a n s a g r e e t h a t t h e o r i g i n a l I s r a e l i t e s b e a r l i t t l e 
i f any r e s e m b l a n c e t o t h e s o - c a l l e d ״ w h i t e  Jews of modem Europe ״
and A m e r i c a . T h i s I s e s p e c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t b e c a u s e I t h e l p s u s 
b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d what I s meant by t h e t e rm ״ b l a c k Jew. I ״ n 
a d d i t i o n , we can b e t t e r a c c e p t t h e f a c t t h a t A m e r i c a n s of B lack 
A f r i c a n d e s c e n t a r e r e l a t e d by b l o o d and c u l t u r e t o t h e v e r y e a r l i e s t 
I s r a e l i t e s . 
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The c o n c l u s i o n t h a t most w h i t e Jews do n o t d e s c e n d f rom 
I s r a e l i t e s i n t h e r a c i a l s e n s e i s a f f i r m e d by many s c h o l a r s . P r o f -
e s s o r K a r l Kautsky i n h i s book Are t h e Jews A Race? summarizes t h e 
s i t u a t i o n a s f o l l o w s A mixed r״1 : a c e f rom t h e s t a r t , t h e Jews i n 
t h e c o u r s e of t h e i r m i g r a t i o n s have come i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h a g r e a t 
s u c c e s s i o n of new r a c e s and t h e i r b lood h a s become more and more 

m i x e d . 1  ״• 1

Kau t sky i n f o r m s u s t h a t "As e a r l y a s 139 B . C . , Jews were 
d e p o r t e d f r o m Rome b e c a u s e t h e y made p r o s e l y t e s i n I t a l y . I t i s 
r e p o r t e d f rom A n t l o c h ( i n modern-day Turkey) t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y of 
t h e J e w i s h c o n g r e g a t i o n I n town c o n s i s t e d of c o n v e r t s t o J u d a i s m , 
n o t o f Jews by b i r t h . C o n d i t o n s must have been s i m i l a r i n many 
o t h e r p l a c e s . T h i s f a c t a l o n e shows t h e a b s u r d i t y of t h e e f f o r t 
t o e x p l a i n t r a i t s of t h e ( w h i t e ) Jews on t h e b a s i s of t h e i r r a c e . " " 

An Oxfo rd U n i v e r s i t y s c h o l a r , P r o f e s s o r G r i f f i t h T a y l o r , 
w r i t e s : " T h e r e i s of c o u r s e l i t t l e r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween t h e o r l g -
l n a l S e m i t i c Jews of S y r i a and t h e R u s s i a n Jew of Po land and 
v i c i n i t y . " T h i s d i v e r s i t y i s e x p l a i n e d "ma in ly by a n e x t e n s i v e 
p r o s e l y t i z i n g movement among t h e S o u t h e r n R u s s i a n s i n t h e e a r l y 
c e n t u r i e s of o u r e r a . " I n d e e d he a f f i r m s t h a t t h e "Jews a r e n o t 
a r a c e , b u t on ly a p e o p l e . " î3 

P r o f e s s o r Eugene P i t t a r d summarizes t h e e t h n i c s i t u a t i o n of 
w h i t e Jews i n t h i s way: " I t seems t o u s t h a t t h e l e a s t In fo rmed 
r e a d e r w i l l come t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t no J e w i s h r a c e e x i s t s i n 
t h e z o o l o g i c a l s e n s e of t h e word . The Jews c o n s t i t u t e a r e l i g i o u s 
a n d s o c i a l community , c e r t a i n l y v e r y s t r o n g and c o h e r e n t ; b u t i t s 
( r a c i a l ) e l e m e n t s a r e h e t r o g e n e o u s i n t h e ex t r eme . " •* 

Even B i b l i c a l e v i d e n c e r e v e a l s t h a t t h o s e who i n h a b i t e d 
P a l e s t i n e I n t h a t e r a were p r o d u c t s of m a r r i a g e s w i t h t h o s e of 
o t h e r g r o u p s . Fo r i n s t a n c e , J u d a , t h e son of J a c o b , t o o k a Canaan-
l t e w i f e ( G e n e s i s 3 8 : 2 ) . J o s e p h m a r r i e d a n E g y p t i a n woman ( G e n e s i s 
4 : 4 5 ) . Sampson m a r r i e d a P h i l i s t i n e ( J u d g e s 1 4 : 2 f . ) Solomon 
m a r r i e d w i v e s f r o m s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n s I n c l u d i n g t h e d a u g h t e r 
of a n E g y p t i a n P h a r a o h ( I Kings 3 : 1 ) . And h i s s o n , Roboam, who 
was t o s u c c e e d h im, was b o r n of a n Ammonite mo the r ( I Kings 1 4 : 3 1 ) . 
And i t I s d o u b t f u l t h a t t h e s e women e v e r were f o r m a l l y c o n v e r t e d 
i n a n y modern s e n s e of t h a t word . 

I n r e t r o s p e c t , we see t h a t t h e Hebrew p e o p l e s were a d i v e r s e 
p e o p l e s a l m o s t f r om t h e s t a r t . They had no s i n g l e e t h n i c b a c k g r o u n d . 
B e c a u s e we know t h a t t h e b l a c k A f r i c a n h e r i t a g e i s r o o t e d d e e p l y 
i n t h i s a n c i e n t s t o c k , i t t h e r e f o r e s hou ld n o t be s u r p r i s i n g t o 
d i s c o v e r t h a t t h e v e r y f i r s t I s r a e l i t e s , t h o s e who s t a r t e d w i t h 
Abraham, were t h e m s e l v e s b l a c k , a t l e a s t i n t e r m s of con t empora ry 
d e f i n i t i o n . 
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That Abraham and h i s f o l l o w e r s were b l a c k i s n o t on ly p l a u s i b l e 
In t e r m s of o u r c o n t e m p o r a r y c o n c e p t s of c o l o r and r a c e . I t i s a 
f a c t s u p p o r t e d by c e r t a i n B i b l i c a l p a s s a g e s and a r c h e o l o g l c a l 
d i s c o v e r i e s r e l a t i f t o t h a t p e r i o d some 4 , 0 0 0 y e a r s a g o . 

The B i b l e e v e r y o n e a g r e e s s e r v e s a s a s o u r c e of r e l i g i o u s 
I n s p i r a t i o n f o r Jews a s w e l l a s C h r i s t i a n s and Moslems. More t h a n 
t h a t , i t a l s o i s a s o u r c e of h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n . I t s main 
h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e I s n o t i n t h e l i t e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n b u t i n 
i t s b r o a d e r i m p l i c a t i o n s 

In t h i s f r amework , we migh t examine t h e B i b l i c a l a c c o u n t I n 
G e n e s i s 1 0 : 8 - 1 0 t h a t "Cush b e g a t Nlmrod (whose) kingdom was B a b e l , 
a n d E r e c h , a n d Accad , and C a l n e h , i n t h e l a n d of S h i n a r . " T h i s 
means , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e E n c y c l o p e d i a Americana s e c t i o n on Nimrod, 
t h a t he "was a C u s h l t e , t h a t he e s t a b l i s h e d t h e kingdom of S h i n a r 
( abou t 2450 B . C . ) , t h e c l a s s i c B a b y l o n i a , (and) e x t e n d e d h i s k i n g -
dom n o r t h w a r d a l o n g t h e T i g r i s o v e r A s s y r i a . " * 

W. Max M u l l e r , P r o f e s s o r of B i b l e E x e g e s i s , s a y s i n h i s a r t i c l e 
I n t h e J e w i s h E n c y c l o p e d i a t h a t Cush " e v i d e n t l y means t h e a n o e s t o r s 
of t h e Nub ians" who i n h a b i t e d modern E t h i o p i a and Sudan . These 
f a c t s a f f i r m a n o t h e r B i b l i c a l a c c o u n t , G e n e s i s 2 : 1 3 , t h a t t h e S i h o n 
R i v e r b o r d e r e d t h e l a n d of " E t h i o p i a . " T h i s r i v e r t o d a y f l o w s 
t h r o u g h t h e Caucasus m o u n t a i n s t o t h e n o r t h e r n b o r d e r of a n c i e n t 
B a b y l o n i a . 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y , t h e B i b l e i n G e n e s i s 2 : 1 1 - 1 2 a l s o c a l l s t h i s 
same r e g i o n t h e "Land of H a v i l a h . " A c c o r d i n g t o t h e s e c t i o n on 
t h i s s u b j e c t i n t h e E n c y c l o p e d i a A m e r i c a n a . r e f e r e n c e t o H a v i l a h 
i s t o a r e g i o n t h a t "was INHABITED by t h e sons of Cush." J 7 I n s h o r t , 
Baby lon ia a t t h e t i m e of King Nimrod was known v a r i o u s l y a s S h i n a r , 
E t h i o p i a and H a v i l a h , t h e l a s t two words s i g n i f y i n g r u l e and 
i n h a b i t a t i o n by C u s h l t e s o r b l a c k p e o p l e . 

Some s c h o l a r s p r e f e r t o p l a c e H a v i l a h m a i n l y a l o n g t h e P e r s i a n 
Gulf s h o r e s of t h e A r a b i a n p e n i n s u l a . T h i s v i e w , howeve r , i s 
e n t i r e l y c o n s i s t e n t w i t h H a v i l a h a l s o b e i n g p a r t of t h e B a b y l o n i a n 
kingdom of Nimrod. The r e a s o n i s b e c a u s e t h e two a r e a s a r e n e x t t o 
each o t h e r o r , more p r e c i s e l y , c o n t i n u a t i o n s of t h e same a r e a . 
A.H. S a y c e , a P r o f e s s o r of A s s y r i o l o g y a t Oxford U n i v e r s i t y , n o t e s 
t h a t t h e B i b l e i n Micah 5*6 r e f e r s t o t h e " l a n d of A s s y r i a " and t h e 
" l a n d of Nimrod" a s synonyms o r d u p l i c a t e s of each o t h e r i n t h e 
same v e r s e , a common g r a m m a t i c a l s t y l e i n t h o s e d a y s . T h i s f a c t 
he s a y s s i g n i f i e s t h a t t h e domain of King Nimrod was t h e Empire of 
A s s y r i a which t h e n e x t e n d e d i n t o and i n c l u d e d t h e A r a b i a n p e n i n s u l a . 2 8 ' 

The f a c t t h a t b l a c k p e o p l e l i v e d i n s o u t h e r n Baby lon i a a l o n g 
t h e s h o r e s of t h e P e r s i a n Gulf e x t e n d i n g i n t o A r a b i a i s v e r i f i e d 
by c e r t a i n a r c h e o l o g l c a l d i s c o v e r i e s . George G. Cameron of t h e 
Depar tment of O r i e n t a l S t u d i e s of t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Chicago t e l l s 
u s t h a t " t h e r e i s some e v i d e n c e t h a t a p r o t o n e g r o i d p o p u l a t i o n 
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once e x t e n d e d wes tward f rom I n d i a a l o n g t h e s h o r e s of t h e P e r s i a n 
G u l f . " The word " p r o t o " i s d e f i n e d i n t h e American C o l l e g e 
D i c t i o n a r y a s "a word e l e m e n t meaning * f i r s t , 1 • e a r l i e s t fo rm of•*"־•  ׳

S i r H a r r y J o h n s t o n , t h e n o t e d a u t h o r i t y on b l a c k a n t h r o p o l o g y 
and c u l t u r e , o b s e r v e s " T h e r e i s a c u r l i n e s s of t h e h a i r , t o g e t h e r 
w i t h a n e g r o eye and f u l l l i p s i n t h e p o r t r a i t u r e of A s s y r i a which 
c o n v e y s t h e i dea of a n e v i d e n t n e g r o e l e m e n t i n B a b y l o n i a . " He 
a l s o makes r e f e r e n c e i n t h e same s e c t i o n of h i s book t o " t h e A s i a t i c 
n e g r o i d s t r a i n of J e w s , " 511 u n d o u b t e d l y r e f e r r i n g t o t h o s e l i v i n g i n 
t h e P e r s i a n Gulf a r e a . 

Thus we have d o c u m e n t a t i o n t h a t a n e g r o i d o r b l a c k p o p u l a t i o n 
l i v e d i n a n c i e n t B a b y l o n i a which t h e B i b l e s a y s was c a l l e d S h l n a r , 
E t h i o p i a and t h e Land of H a v i l a h and which was r u l e d by King Nimrod 
a b o u t 2450 B.C. The q u e s t i o n a r i s e s , why d o e s t h e B i b l e p u t such 
s t r e s s on t h e E t h i o p i e o r i g i n of King Nimrod and h i s kingdom and 
what h a s t h i s t o do w i t h t h e " o r i g i n a l " I s r a e l i t e s ? The a n s w e r i s 
t h a t h i s r e i g n o r d y n a s t y c o i n c i d e s w i t h c e r t a i n w r i t t e n r e c o r d s 
a b o u t Abraham, t h e f i r s t I s r a e l i t e , and U r , t h e c i t y - s t a t e f rom 
where Abraham came. 

A c c o r d i n g t o b o t h A r a b i c and J e w i s h h i s t o r i e s , King Nimrod 
p l a y s a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n t h e e a r l y l i f e of Abraham. I n t h e 
B a b y l o n i a n Talmud of t h e a n c i e n t J ews , we f i n d f o r example r e f e r e n c e 
t o King Nimrod w a n t i n g p o s s e s s i o n of t h e c h i l d Abraham f rom t h e 
l a t t e r * s f a t h e r , Terah . 1 I י n A r a b i c h i s t o r y , Terah i s p o r t r a y e d a s 
t h e c h i e f v i z i e r o r m i n i s t e r of s t a t e t o King Nimrod. Moreover 
"a s t a t e m e n t of t h e A r a b i c w r i t e r - h i s t o r i a n Yokut ( i s ) t h a t Hawil 
( v i z . , H a v i l a h ) was t h e d i a l e c t spoken" v,y t h e d e s c e n d a n t s of 
M i d l a n , t h e son of Abraham. ' The word H ־ a v i l a h , f r om which Hawil 
d e r i v e s , r e f e r s t o l a n d i n h a b i t e d by C u s h i t e s o r b l a c k p e o p l e a s 
we j u s t l e a r n e d . 

More g e n e r a l l y , A l f r e d L o u i s K r o e b e r , P r o f e s s o r of A n t h r o p o l o g y 
a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , n o t e s t h a t "some s c h o l a r s f i n d 
s i m i l a r i t i e s be tween t h e Sumer ian of E a r l y Baby lon i a and Modern 
A f r i c a n l a n g u a g e s . " ^ T h i s c o n c l u s i o n h e l p s s u p p o r t t h e more 
s p e c i f i c f i n d i n g s t h a t t h e d i a l e c t of Abraham*s f a m i l y was of 
A f r i c a n o r i g i n . 

S t i l l a n o t h e r f a c t t i e s t o g e t h e r t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of King 
Nimrod t o Abraham. Tha t i s t h a t t h e c i t y - s t a t e of U r , f rom where 
Abraham d e s c e n d e d , was l o c a t e d i n t h e s o u t h e r n p l a i n of Baby lon i a 
v e r y n e a r t h e s h o r e s of t h e P e r s i a n G u l f . George B. Cameron s a y s 
w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e y e a r s be tween 2500 and 2200 B.C. t h a t d u r i n g 
t h i s p e r i o d " t h e i n f l u e n c e of Ur r e i g n e d s u p r e m e . " 4 T h i s p e r i o d 
a l m o s t p r e c i s e l y c o i n c i d e s w i t h t h e t i m e when King Nimrod e s t a b -
l i s h e d h i s d y n a s t y c i r c a 2450 B.C. i n t h i s v e r y same a r e a . 
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A l t h o u g h i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o p o s t u l a t e t h e e x a c t c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
a b o u t anyone who l i v e d in a n t i q u i t y , i t seems p l a u s i b l e t h a t one of 
t h e m o t i v e s f o r Abraham l e a v i n g h i s home i n Ur was t h e r o y a l c o u r t 
i n t r i g u e s t o which he was s u b j e c t e d . T h i s can be I n f e r r e d f rom 
G e n e s i s 13 J2 which s a y s t h a t Abraham "was v e r y r i c h i n c a t t l e . In 
g o l d and i n s i l v e r " when we went t o Egypt t o g e t p e r m i s s i o n f r o m 
t h e Pharaoh t o s e t t l e i n t h e Land of Canaan . 

In summary, Abraham a p p e a r s t o have come f rom among t h e r u l i n g 
c l a s s e s of a C u s h i t e o r b l a c k d y n a s t y f o u n d e d by King Nimrod and 
which I n h a b i t e d t h e v i c i n i t y of t h e P e r s i a n Gulf i n s o u t h e r n 
B a b y l o n i a . H i s f a t h e r a p p e a r s t o have been an I m p o r t a n t m i n i s t e r 
i n t h e c o u r t of t h i s k i n g . And t h e l a n g u a g e of h i s f a m i l y p r o b a b l y 
was a C u s h i t e o r A f r i c a n t o n g u e spoken by t h o s e who l i v e d t h e r e . 

The B i b l e t e n d s t o c o n f i r m t h i s v iew e l s e w h e r e . The Prophecy 
of D a n i e l ( 7 : 9 ) w r i t t e n i n Baby lon i a r e f e r s t o t h e A n c i e n t of Days 
whose ga rment was snow w h i t e and " t h e h a i r on h i s head (was) l i k e 
p u r e w o o l . " B i b l i c a l s c h o l a r s a s s i g n t h i s r e f e r e n c e t o God. How-
e v e r i t r e f e r s In t h e a n t h r o p o m o r p h i c s e n s e t o a p r o t o t y p e I s r a e l i t e . 
I n a l l l i k l l h o o d i t r e f e r s t o Abraham h i m s e l f a s he i s c o n s i d e r e d 
t h e p r o t o t y p e of a l l I s r a e l i t e s . I n any e v e n t , one t h i n g i s c e r t a i n . 
I t i s a p h y s i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n which on ly f i t s a b l a c k p e r s o n a s we 
know him t o d a y . Who e l s e , p r a y t e l l , h a s woo l ly h a i r ! 

Even t h o u g h we can t i e Abraham t o t h e C u s h i t e d y n a s t y of King 
Nimrod, t h e q u e s t i o n r ema ins a b o u t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e S e m i t e s . 
The a n s w e r i s t h a t t h e t e rm " S e m i t e " h a s come t o mean some th ing 
d i f f e r e n t f r om which i t o r i g i n a l l y was i n t e n d e d . H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h e 
a n c i e n t S e m i t e s were n o t a s i n g l e o r u n i f i e d r a c e b u t a g r o u p of 
d i s p a r a t e e t h n i c g r o u p s w i t h , a t m o s t , a common c u l t u r a l b a c k g r o u n d . 

Dr . A l l e n H. Godbey, P r o f e s s o r of B i b l e a t Duke U n i v e r s i t y , 
c o n c l u d e s " t h e r e i s no s u c h t h i n g a s a S e m i t i c r a c e . We u s e t h e 
t e r m S e m i t i c t o d e s c r i b e a t y p e of l a n g u a g e and a s o r t of c u l t u r e 
which we can t r a c e by means of t h a t t y p e of l a n g u a g e . " 3 6 Even 
B i b l i c a l l a n g u a g e c a n n o t be a c c e p t e d l i t e r a l l y f o r t h e e x p l a n a t i o n . 
F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e B i b l e i n G e n e s i s 1 0 : 2 2 s a y s t h e E l a m i t e s were 
" c h i l d r e n " of t h e S e m i t e s . Most s c h o l a r s r e j e c t t h i s l i t e r a l 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . I n s t e a d , t h e y a c c e p t t h e view e x p r e s s e d i n The 
B i b l i c a l World t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o n l y r e f l e c t s "a c u l t u r a l 
f u s i o n , " and n o t h i n g more, ; 7 

Because i t i s c u l t u r e and n o t r a c e which i s b a s i c i n t h e 
h i s t o r i c a l d e t e r m i n a t i o n of who i s S e m i t i c , i t i s n o t d i f f i c u l t t o 
e n v i s i o n d a r k - s k i n n e d S e m i t e s of C u s h i t e o r i g i n . We a l r e a d y have 
n o t e d t h e C u s h i t e a n t e c e d a n t s of Abraham. I n a d d i t i o n , we have t h e 
s u p p o r t of c e r t a i n B i b l i c a l p a s s a g e s of l a t e r d a t e . F o r example» 
i n t h e w r i t i n g s c a l l e d L a m e n t a t i o n s , g e n e r a l l y a s c r i b e d t o cue 
P r o p h e t J e r e m i a h , we have e v i d e n c e t h a t Israelites l i v i n g a b o u t 
600 B.C. s t i l l r e t a i n e d a d a r k - s k i n n e d a p p e a r a n c e L ־ a m e n t a t i o n s 
5 : 1 0 r e c o r d s t h a t " o u r s k i n was b l a c k l i k e a n o v e n , " a s a n i l l u s -
t r a t l o n . 
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The c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n be tween S e m i t e s and A f r i c a I s f u r t h e r 
e v i d e n c e d by t h e comments of c e r t a i n s c h o l a r s . Fo r i n s t a n c e , 
G .R. Latham i n h i s book Man and Hi s M i g r a t i o n s h a s " t h e c o n v i c t i o n 
. . . t h a t t h e S e m i t i c t o n g u e s a r e s i m p l y A f r i c a n and t h a t a l l 
t h e o r i e s s u g g e s t e d by t h e t e rm Indo -European must be abandoned .""* 
D r . S t e r l i n g Means s a y s " t h e l a n g u a g e we c a l l Hebrew i s n o t h i n g 
b u t a d e r i v a t i o n o r b r a n c h of t h e A f r i c a n t o n g u e . " And Dr . 
George A. B a r t o n , P r o f e s s o r of S e m i t i c L a n g u a g e s , c i t e s i n t h e 
J e w i s h E n c y c l o p e d i a t h a t "From S o u t h e r n A r a b i a e m i g r a n t s . . . e s t a b -
l i s h e d t h e m s e l v e s i n A f r i c a . . . . T h e s e S e m i t e s a r e known a s 
E t h i o p i a n s , " And t h e y came, a s you w i l l n o t e , f rom t h e d i r e c t i o n 
of H a v i l a h , t h e r e g i o n I n h a b i t e d by t h e C u s h i t e d e s c e n d a n t s of 
ii b r a ham. 

Wi thou t e x p l o r i n g o t h e r a r e a s of B i b l i c a l and Middle E a s t 
h i s t o r y , t h e p r e c e d i n g examples of t h e e x i s t e n c e of a b l a c k p r o t o -
I s r a e l i t e c i v i l i z a t i o n u n d e r Abraham, and t h e i r u l t i m a t e i n f u s i o n 
I n t o t h e b lood and c u l t u r e of n a t i v e b l a c k A f r i c a d a t i n g back t o 
t h e e r a s of Moses and Solomon s hou ld s u f f i c e t o p rove once and f o r 
a l l t h a t t h e b l a c k man i s p a r t and p a r c e l of t h e r o o t s t o c k of t h e 
o r i g i n a l I s r a e l i t e s . The f u l l e x t e n t of t h i s a n c i e n t c i v i l i z a t i o n 
i s v i s i b l e t h r o u g h o u t B l a c k A f r i c a , n o t m e r e l y a s s u b s i d i a r y o r 
s e c o n d a r y i n f l u e n c e s , b u t a s u n d e r l y i n g c o n c e p t s In t h e b e l i e f s 
and p r a c t i c e s of n a t i v e B l a c k Africa«,4 0 
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Africa is the Homeland of Judaism Too ! 

In one r e s p e c t t h e p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r may be m i s l e a d i n g . I t 
may g i v e t h e m i s t a k e n i m p r e s s i o n t h a t A f r i c a i s me re ly t h e 
r e c i p i e n t of a é u l t u r e t h a t o r i g i n a t e d i n a n o t h e r c o n t i e n t , A s i a , 
and was u l t i m a t e l y t r a n s m i t t e d t o A f r i c a s t a r t i n g i n a n t i q u i t y . 
T h i s i m p r e s s i o n i s t o t a l l y i n c o r r e c t . 

The f a c t i s t h a t many I f n o t most of t h e key e v e n t s t h a t 
shaped J u d a i s m and i t s s u b s e q u e n t I n f l u e n c e on wor ld c i v i l i z a t i o n 
began i n A f r i c a . And t h i s i n f l u e n c e 

The f a c t I s t h a t many i f n o t most of t h e key e v e n t s t h a t 
shaped J u d a i s m and i t s s u b s e q u e n t i n f l u e n c e on wor ld c i v i l i z a t i o n 
began i n A f r i c a . And t h e s e e v e n t s , t o t h e e x t e n t t h e y u n d e r l i e 
n a t i v e b l a c k A f r i c a n c u l t u r e and b e l i e f s , n e v e r l e f t A f r i c a . Here 
a r e some of t h e r e a s o n s f o r t h i s c o n c l u s i o n J 

# 1 Abraham a p p e a r s t o have been of C u s h l t e o r A f r i c a n d e s c e n t . 

#2 Abraham f i r s t t r a v e l e d t o A f r i c a where he r e c e i v e d p e r m i s -
s l o n t o s e t t l e i n t h e Land of Canaan. 

#3 Moses, I n many ways t h e f o u n d e r of J u d a i s m a s we know i t 
t o d a y , was b o m i n A f r i c a . 

#4 Tv!e s c e n e of t h e a l l - I m p o r t a n t Mosaic R e v e l a t i o n , when 
t h e Ten Commandments were g i v e n , occured i n t h e S i n a i 
p e n i n s u l a , a p a r t of A f r i c a . 

#5 The L e v i t i c a l Laws of t h e P e n t a t e u c h , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e Day of Atonement and P a s s o v e r , were 
f o r m u l a t e d i n A f r i c a . 

In a d d i t i o n , we have a l r e a d y seen t h e e v i d e n c e t h a t n a t i v e 
A f r i c a n Hebrews s e t t l e d B lack A f r i c a t h r o u g h t h e i r A s h a n t i , F u l a n i , 
S o n g h u l , Bantu and o t h e r r e l a t e d a n c e s t o r s . 

The f i n a l r e s u l t I s t h a t what commonly i s known a s n a t i v e b l a c k 
A f r i c a n c i v i l i z a t i o n i s r o o t e d i n a Hebrew c u l t u r e a s much a t home 
i n t h e s o i l of A f r i c a a s i n t h e Middle E a s t . To be s u r e , i t c o n -
t a i n s much t h a t i s a l i e n and c o r r u p t a s i s t r u e i n Europe and A s i a 
a s w e l l . But t h i s d o e s n o t n e g a t e t h e f a c t t h a t most b l a c k A m e r i c a n s 
d e s c e n d f rom t h e " r o o t s t o c k " of t h e e a r l i e s t Hebrews . 

B lack Amer i cans can be proud of t h e i r A f r i c a n - I s r a e l i t e 
a n c e s t r y . I t i s a n i n t e g r a l p a r t of t h e i r h e r i t a g e , n o t J u s t a n 
a l i e n o v e r l a y . I t h a s p l a y e d a m a j o r r o l e i n s h a p i n g w o r l d c i v i -
l i z a t i o n . And t o t h e e x t e n t t h i s a n c e s t r y i s i m p o r t a n t t o p e o p l e s 
of o t h e r r a c e s and c o l o r s , i t r e f l e c t s t h e f u l l g l o r y of a u n i t e d 
h u m a n i t y . __ 



The African Israelites of the United States 

R o o t l e s s ! T h i s word , which means w i t h o u t r o o t s , summarizes 
t h e p l i g h t of t h e B lack man i n Amer i ca . R u t h l e s s l y t o r n f rom h i s 
A f r i c a n r o o t s , t h e b l a c k man was c a s t i n t o s l a v e r y and d e n i e d h i s 
h u m a n i t y . He was t r e a t e d worse t h a n an a n i m a l . Upon e m a n c i p a t i o n , 
he was l e f t h o m e l e s s , i l l i t e r a t e , i m p o v e r i s h e d , p o l i t i c a l l y power -
l e s s , and x-rlthout a f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e on which t o draw s u s t e n a n c e . 
He had n o t h i n g b u t a l i e n c u l t u r a l and s p i r i t u a l s u b s t i t u t e s t o 
c o m f o r t him i n h i s a n g u i s h . 

The book THE HEBREW HERITAGE OF OUR WEST AFRICAN ANCESTORS 
t e l l s t h e b l a c k man where h i s s p i r i t u a l and c u l t u r a l r o o t s r e a l l y 
a r e . I t i s , a s we have s e e n , t o be found i n t h e Hebrew h e r i t a g e 
of t h e A s h a n t i , and t h e i r Yoruba , F u l a n i , Songhui and k i n d r e d 
a n c e s t o r s . 

There a r e many t h o u s a n d s of b l a c k p e o p l e i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
who h a v e awakened t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y a r e d e s c e n d a n t s of t h e 
t w e l v e t r i b e s of I s r a e l . The re a r e ove r 250 c o n g r e g a t i o n s and 
o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y a s t e s t i m o n y t o t h i s 
f a c t . 

Among t h e e a r l y p i o n e e r s of t h e I s r a e l i t e movement Rabbi 
W i l l i a m Crowdy was among t h e f i r s t . He f o u n d e d t h e Beth El Temple 
a s s o c i a t i o n of P r o p h e t i c J u d a i s m a f t e r E m a n c i p a t i o n d u r i n g t h e 
l a s t h a l f of t h e N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y . Today, t h e r e a r e more t h a n 
50 t e m p l e s which b e l o n g t o t h i s p a r t i c u l a r g r o u p . I t s p r e s e n t 
S e n i o r Rabbi i s Howard Zebu lon Piummer. 

There e x i s t many o t h e r b l a c k I s r a e l i t e c o n g r e g a t i o n s and 
c e n t e r s . I n 1915 , t h e r e a l r e a d y were a t l e a s t e i g h t c o n g r e g a t i o n s 
i n t h e New York C i t y a r e a a l o n e . At t h a t t i m e , t h e y had the b e n e f i t 
of l e a r n i n g a b o u t t h e i r h e r i t a g e f rom b l a c k Hebrews who came f r o m 
s u c h f a r - f l u n g p l a c e s a s E t h i o p i a , t h e West I n d i e s , I n d i a , and 
N o r t h and West A f r i c a . Some of t h e e a r l y l e a d e r s i n c l u d e d Rabbi 
J o s h u a Ford who p r e s i d e d o v e r B f n a i Beth Abraham, Rabbi I s r a e l ben 
Newman, C o n g r e g a t i o n Be th Z i o n , and Rabbi Wentworth Matthew of t h e 
E t h i o p i a n Hebrew C o n g r e g a t i o n of Har lem. 

A l t o g e t h e r t h e r e p r e s e n t l y a r e more t h a n two dozen c o n g r e g a -
t i o n s i n New York , some f i f t e e n i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , and t e m p l e s and 
c e n t e r s i n C h i c a g o , Los A n g e l e s , Youngstown, Ohio , and e l s e w h e r e . 
T h e r e a l s o a r e r e v i t a l i z e d I s r a e l i t e communi t i e s i n t h e West I n d i e s , 
N i g e r i a , E a s t A f r i c a , I s r a e l , a n d o t h e r p a r t s of t h e w o r l d . 

B e s i d e s t h e i r u s u a l a c t i v i t i e s , most A f r o - I s r a e l i t e c o n g r e g a -
t i o n s h a v e a program c a l l e d " r é c l a m a t i o n . " A l t h o u g h s i m i l a r i n 
some r e s p e c t s t o c o n v e r s i o n , i t s p u r p o s e u n l i k e t h e f o r m e r i s t o 
a s s i s t t h e i n d i v i d u a l t o r e c l a i m f o r h i m s e l f o r h e r s e l f h i s o r h e r 
o r i g i n a l A f r i c a n Hebrew h e r i t a g e . 
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Most I s r a e l i t e c o n g r e g a t i o n s have t h e i r own s c h o o l s where 
t h e y t e a c h t h e Torah ( B i b l e ) f o r i t s m o r a l , c u l t u r a l and s p i r i t u a l 
i n s i g h t s , a s w e l l a s A f r i c a n Hebrew l a n g u a g e , s a n g s and d a n c e s , 
h i s t o r y a n d r i t u a l s . Emphas is I s p l a c e d on e d u c a t i o n , good d e e d s , 
m a n l i n e s s and a n e q u a l r o l e f o r women. They c e l e b r a t e t h e m a j o r 
Hebrew h o l i d a y s i n c l u d i n g Rosh Hashona (New Y e a r ) , Yom Kippur ( t h e 
Day of A t o n e m e n t ) , P a s s o v e r and t h e S a b b a t h . I n a d d i t i o n t o 
t e a c h i n g A f r i c a n Hebrew h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e , many c o n g r e g a t i o n s 
have i n s t i t u t e d c o u r s e s i n Twi ( A s h a n t i ) , Yoruba and r e l a t e d West 
A f r i c a n l a n g u a g e s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e A f r o - I s r a e l i t e s have t h e i r own s c h o o l s of 
h i g h e r l e a r n i n g s u c h a s t h e E t h i o p i a n Hebrew C o l l e g e i n New York . 
Beth E l Temple h a s i t s own s e m i n a r y f o r t r a i n i n g r a b b i s i n V i r g i n i a ; 
The A f r o - A s i a n I s r a e l i t e C u l t u r a l C e n t e r In P h i l a d e l p h i a a l s o 
c o n d u c t s e l e m e n t a r y and a d v a n c e d c o u r s e s In a l l p h a s e s of I s r a e l i t e 
l i f e . To o f f s e t t h e n e g a t i v e e f f e c t s of r a c i s m which h a s p e r m e a t e d 
ou r Amer ican s o c i e t y n e a r l y i t s e n t i r e e x i s t e n c e , Black I s r a e l 
p l a c e s s p e c i a l emphas i s I n i t s own n o b l e h e r i t a g e . T h i s book I s 
one such e n d e a v o r . 

F o r a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e b l a c k I s r a e l i t e commu-
n i t y i n y o u r c i t y o r s t a t e , c o n t a c t t h e Afro-^Asian I s r a e l i t e 
C u l t u r a l C e n t e r . I t s a d d r e s s i s 616 YJoodlawn S t r e e t , P h i l a d e l p h i a 
P e n n s y l r a n l a , 19144 . A d d r e s s y o u r l e t t e r t o t h e D i r e c t o r . A l l 
p e r s o n a l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e I s k e p t In s t r i c t e s t c o n f i d e n c e . A d d i t i o n -
a l c o p i e s of t h i s book can be g o t t e n f rom t h i s C e n t e r o r by w r i t i n g 
t h e p u b l i s h e r ! 

ASHANTI SAYINGS: 

« H 
» a 

WOPE AKA ASEM AKYERE ONYANKOPON A, KA 
KYEHE MFRAMA - I f you want t o t a l k t o 
God, t e l l i t t o t h e w i n d s . 

ON YAME NKRABEA MI KWATIBEA - The d e s -
t i n y God h a s a s s i g n e d you c a n n o t be 
a v o i d e d . 

** mm 
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Some African Hebrew 

Goals and Purposes 

— by Rudolph R. Windsor 

1 . To t e a c h o u r A f r i c a n Hebrew h i s t o r y , l a n g u a g e and c u l t u r e . 

2 . To t e a c h o u r c h i l d r e n t o r e s p e c t t h e i r p a r e n t s , t e a c h e r s , 
n e i g h b o r s , p r o p e r t y , and t h e m s e l v e s . 

3 . To t e a c h and a d v o c a t e s t r o n g and s t a b l e f a m i l y t i e s which 
I s t h e b a s i c u n i t of a n y s o c i e t y o r n a t i o n . 

To e n c o u r a g e f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n and Invo lvement of women 
In home a s w e l l a s community l i f e and a c t i v i t i e s , I n c l u d i n g 
t h e i r a s p i r a t i o n s f o r e d u c a t i o n . 

5• To s t i m u l a t e t h e p o t e n t i a l i t i e s , c r e a t i v e powers , and 
o t h e r e n e r g i e s of o u r A f r o - A m e r i c a n b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s , 
and t o d i r e c t them l n £ o c o n s t r u c t i v e c h a n n e l s . 

6 . To s u p p o r t b r o t h e r h o o d and u n i t y among A f r i c a n Hebrew 
I s r a e l i t e s and w i t h o t h e r b l a c k p e o p l e of whom we a r e p a r t . 

7 . To s u p p o r t p r o j e c t s and a c t i v i t i e s of economic b e n e f i t t o 
o u r community w i t h o u t which I t c a n n o t s u r v i v e . 

8 . To u p l i f t t h e p o o r and o p p r e s s e d . 

9 . To s u p p o r t p o l i t i c a l and community l e a d e r s who w i l l be 
a c c o u n t a b l e t o t h e p e o p l e , t h e i r n e e d s and a s p i r a t i o n s . 

1 0 . To e n c o u r a g e A f r i c a n H e b r e w - I s r a e l i t e s t o r e t u r n t o P a l e s -
t i n e which a l w a y s h a s been t i e d t o t h e A f r i c a n c o n t i n e n t In 
t e r m s of h i s t o r y , c u l t u r e , and p e o p l e s . (Thousands of 
p e o p l e bo rn In A f r i c a o r of A f r i c a n Hebrew d e s c e n t l i v e 
t h e r e t o d a y , I n c l u d i n g h u n d r e d s f rom A m e r i c a . ) 


