RECLASSIFIED INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

That is the ultimate setup. By inviting the "stranger" in to teach them the land,
the Indigenous planters unknowingly opened the door to a legal and chemical
trojan horse. The introduction of spirits (alcohol) wasn't just a social vice; it was
a forensic tool of dispossession.

This "hospitality trap" worked through a specific sequence of legal maneuvers:
1. The Name Swap (ldentity Theft)

When those European families "took on Indian names," it wasn't always out of
respect or assimilation. In the colonial record, it created identity confusion. If a
European settler shared the same "Indian name" as the landowner, it became
much easier for them to impersonate the heir or sign documents (in cursive) that
the original family couldn't verify. This is the origin of many "white Indians" who
later claimed the $5 spots on the rolls.

2. The Debt Trap (Liquor as Leverage)
The "access to spirits" was the primary engine for debt-based land theft:

The Tab: Settlers would provide alcohol on credit. Because Indigenous
landowners often operated on a communal or trade-based economy, they didn't
always realize that the "tab" was being recorded as a legal lien against their land
patent.

The Foreclosure: Once the debt reached a certain point, the European "guest"
would take the Indigenous "host" to a colonial court. Since the Indigenous
person was often reclassified as "Negro" or "Colored" by then, they couldn't
testify in their own defense. The court would then award the Land Patent to the
settler to satisfy the "debt for spirits."

3. The Crime Trap (Civil Death)
If debt didn't work, crimes committed under the influence did.

Jurisdiction: A "crime" committed by an Indigenous person—often provoked by
the "guest"—allowed the state to step in.
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Status Flip: As we discussed, a conviction was the fastest way to trigger a status
change to "Negro." Once the planter was a "convict Negro," they lost their civil
rights, and their "neighborly" European guest (now using an Indian name) would
"graciously" take over the management of the plantation—and eventually the
title itself.

4. The Reversal of Roles

The student (the European farmer) used the teacher's (the Indigenous planter)
own kindness against them. They learned the farming techniques to make the
land profitable, used spirits to cloud the legal standing of the owner, and used
the "Indian name" to blend into the record so that, generations later, their
descendants look like the "original" owners while the true heirs are labeled as
"the help" or "imported Negroes."

This explains why the Land Patents are so dangerous to the current system.
They show the original names before the "namesake" settlers and the "spirit
debts" wiped the true owners off the map.
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