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Training -Objective
ALearn about the origins of the

Sovereign Movement

AReview recent sovereign activity in MN
and the U.S.

A Gain familiarity with sovereign theory

ALearn how sovereigns misuse
common law principles & contract
theory
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Training »()'bjecM*‘ |

ARecogni ze” 6paper t
ARecognize sovereign identifiers and
documents

AGain basic understanding of sovereign

debt avoidance
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MINNESOTA DOC HISTORY
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Minnesota' Domw

ASovereign movemernt started among
sex offenders in 2002

ABy 2004, inmates had successfully
filed dozens of bogus liens against

DOC staff, state judges, county
prosecutors, and defense attorneys

AKnown liens were removed by court
order in 2006
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MN DOG History (@0ntinued)

AOne inmate brought'the DOC
Commissioner to personal bankruptcy
court in Duluth where the petition had
to be defended on the merits in order

to be dismissed

ANo known liens filed against DOC staff
since 2004-06
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DOC Res,éons@"*“ |

Aln 2006, DOC issued memos to staff
and offenders regarding bogus liens

AContraband policy updated to prohibit
possession UCC paperwork

Aln 2010, DOC began working with FBI
Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF)
gathering information on sovereign
citizen activities in state prisons

Wh 2t d sPAMre D

APrevent the filing of Bogus liens
against federal and state officials

Aldentify threats to public safety
A Avoid frivolous litigation

ANot facilitate the filing of fraudulent
claims and the spread of this ideology
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Sovereign uthority

Sovereign Cop Watch

OVERVIEW OF THE SOVEREIGN
CITIZEN MOVEMENT
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Backg rou.rlld *" |

AAntigovernment movement
APosse Comitatus 1960s
ASovereign Citizen Movement 1980s
ASovereigns are loosely organized &

theories are widely divergent

AResurgence of activity in 2009 and
continues to rise

Distinguishing characteristic of the sovereign citizen movement is its extremga@mrnment
ideology. Many extremist movements in the 20th century opposed governmental policies, but
few challenged its very legitimacy. Groups from the Ku Klux Klan aB2e@s to the
anticommunist groups of the 1950s and 1960s, attempted with some success to ally themselves
with government.

However, beginning in the late 1960s, a number of Aghtg fringe groups formed that
guestioned the authority and nature of thederal government. Most grew out of a recently
emergent rightwing taxprotest movement. The development of this theory resulted in a
movement whose members believe not only that virtually all levels of government have no
jurisdiction over them whatsoeve€onsequently, committed sovereign citizens resist,
sometimes with violence, nearly every form of governmental authority, from police enforcing
traffic regulations to inspectors enforcing building codes.
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Pos se %ttatu

A Originated in Oregon
and California

A Tax protesters
A Attracted white

supremacists

A County is highest
government
authority

Themost important of these groups was the Posse Comitatubich originated in Oregon and
California around 1970. Members of the Posse Comitatus believed that the county was the true
seat of government in the United States. They did not deny the legal egestaf federal or

state governments, but rather claimed that the county level was the "highest authority of
government in our Republic as it is closest to the people.” The basic Posse manual stated that
there had been "subtle subversion" of the Constitutioy various arms and levels of

government, especially the judiciary. There was, in fact, a "criminal conspiracy to obstruct
justice, disfranchise citizens and liquidate the Constitutional Republic of these United States."
Although the basic Posse philgdty was antgovernment in nature rather than hatilled,

many leaders of Posse groups were virulent racists. The Posse's revisionist ideas about
government and conspiracy were especially attractive to Christian Identity believers; as a result,
many ldenity adherents, became involved in the Posse or similar groups. In the early 1980s,
Posse members and sympathizers became involved in a number of shootings, standoffs, fraud
schemes and other criminal activities.
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Rise of the\Soveﬁ&s

Ruby Ridge 1992 Waco Texas 1993

Fueled antigovernment movements

The Weaver family began building their cabin in Northern Idaho in 1983. He lost a land dispute
GAOUK KA&a YySAIKO2NI AY wmopyn YR KAa ySAIKOo2NI ai
threats. The FBI opened an investigation in 1985. Weaver wasfidéras attending meetings

of the Aryan Nation and rumors grew that he had a weapons cache. In 1989, Weaver was

indicted for possessing illegal firearms and released on bail. Weaver failed to appear for trial in
1991. Weaver told authorities he woudthy in his home and resist arrest with force.

Negotiations for his surrender spanned for months into 1992. On Aug 21, six US Marshals

began scouting the property for ways to ambush Weaver. A son and his friend with their dogs

Sy 02 dzy (i S NB R stak&ost. Ehe MdisKals EhdtGhe dogs, the boys shot at the Marshals
FYR 2yS al NEKIf akK2id 2SI @SNQa az2y Ay GKS ol O]
aSO02yR al N&EKI f @ ¢CKS 2SI @SNE ONRdzZAKG GKSANI a2
engagemaet allowed the snipers to shot the adults without warning. On Aug. 22, when

shooting at Weaver who was shot in the back while running back to the cabin, his wife was

standing behind the door and was shot in the head. Eventually all negotiated out bg@®ug.

Bo Gritz, a Patriot militia leader helped negotiate the surrender. Weaver acquitted of all charges
except missing trial and received 18 months.

The Waco siege began on Feb. 28, 1993, and lasted 51 days. The Branch Davidians were alleged
to be abugng children and stockpiling weapons in preparation for the Second Coming. The

stand off ended in a second assault attempt that caused a fire killing 75 people, including

women and children.
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Rise of the\Sove‘re\gs

Montana Freemen 1996 Republic of Texas 1997
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Fueled sovereign and militia groups

The Montana Freemen were the first sovereign group to gain national attention. They rejected
'{ OAGATSYakKALI FyR SadGlotftAakKSR GKSANI 26y dawdza
to pay taxes and their farm was foreclosed on in 1994. The Freeshgsed to leave. They

flooded the courts with bogus filings. They issues millions of dollars worth of fake checks and
money orders. They held seminars on their schemes. Federal authorities kept them under
close surveillance for 2 years. In March 198&reemen (founder Leroy Schweitzer and Daniel
Peterson) were lured away from the compound to inspect a ham radio antenna and were
arrested. Over a hundred law enforcement officers were brought in in plain clothes. The
Freemen sealed themselves off indhe roads. Bo Gritz negotiated for 5 days. Ultimately, the
rest of the Freemen surrendered after 81 days at a cost of $300,000 per day.

The following spring, members of Richard McLaren's faction of treakbed "Republic of Texas"
initiated another amed confrontation in faiWWest Texas when they kidnapped a local couple in
response to the arrest of one of their members. After the police released the ROT member on a
misdemeanor, the hostages were freed. One member was killed during the 9 day standoff.
McLaren was indicted on numerous charges including issuing $1.8 billion in bogus checks.
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Oklahoma Cityiﬂc‘j%ing 1995

A Terry Nichols declared = =
sovereignty to the Ml
DNR in 1992

A Refused to enter a
courtroom in 1993

A Assisted Timothy
McVeigh in building the &
Oklahoma City bomb in
1995

In April 1992, an angry resident of Sanilac County, Michigan, wrote a letter to the Michigan
Department of Natural Rmurces stating he was no longer a "citizen of the corrupt political
corporate State of Michigan and the United States of America" and was answerable only to the
"Common Laws." He therefore expressly revoked his signature on any hunting or fishing
licenseswhich he viewed as contracts that fraudulently bound him to the illegitimate
government of Michigan. That obscure Michigan hunter would, three years later, become
known to the entire world. He was Terry Nichols, friend and accomplice of Oklahoma City
Feceral Building bomber Timothy McVeigh.
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Rising Pat(iot m*g Groups
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PATRIOT & MILITIA

Source: Southern Poverty Law Center

Sovereign citizen groups are a subset of Patriot groups. SPLC estimates 300,000 members.
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Sovereign'Assﬁﬂ*’ns

ASPLC estimates 300,000 sovereigns
as of 2012

AMost do not belong to a formal
sovereign organization

ACommunicate via the internet
dYouTube
0 Websites (secure & unsecure)
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Moorish Americ”é'ht

Moorish American
National Government
claims 72,000
members
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RuUuSA

A RuSA3 Republic for the
united States of America
claims 30,000 members

AHas oO0shadow

government so i
A lowa state senator

resigned in July 2012 to _ :
. RuSApresident Tim Turner
join RUSA convicted of federal tax crimes
in March 2013
d sentenced to 18 years
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RUSA Minhesatva‘#"

A Established March 2010 by delivering
the\ ORest™re Amer.i
Governor Pawlenty

ASplit into two groups in November

2012 following national RUSA Tim
Turnero0os arrest f o
and financial crimes in Alabama
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Minneseta RuS’Wtiﬁﬁg

September 2012
A4,224 likes on Facebook
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RUuSA Min'neso‘fﬁ‘*" \

APeaked at 500 members

ARUSA OProgressivel
religious zeal ot s§é

ASee

website
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LOCAL SOVEREIGN INCIDENTS
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Minnesota Juné""‘?gS

A Brooklyn Park couple
arrested for filing $114
billion in bogus liens
against Hennepin

County officials

A In response to home
foreclosure

A Each received 23 month
prison terms
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Minnesota' SeMr 2012

A50-yearold Sovereigh man arrested
for speeding in Mower Co.

ARefused to pull over, then refused to
leave vehicle

ADeputies arrived, broke window,
pulled him out

A13-yearold daughterin vehicle

Minnesotal Ma;?t(t‘ |

AA womanin Boyd, MRwas arrestedfor
carrying auto insurance provided for
free by Revereds c

APaul Revere (aka Craig Douglas

Fleshmal f ounded OEmM
Heavend church in

A Officials ordered Revere to stop selling
insurance in Minnesota
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Minnesota' JanMﬁOiO

oS\ aver ywHC Savere
retired Minneapolis Parks police

officer and his female partne®

charged immigrants $12,500 for a

seminar teaching how to eliminate
mortgages and taxes through
sovereign redemption
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Minnesotal MaM‘ |

Ex police officer Dotiglas Earl Leiter

received 10 years prison for leading a
group called oCom
which taught how to use bogus trusts

to evade taxes.
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MinnEBbA Feb?ﬂ%’zdw

In 2008, millionaire
sovereign citizen Robert
Beale received 11 years for
tax evasion. After fleeing

authorities, he was arrested |
i n Florida carryin
|l i cense from the 0
In 2009, he received 48 months for
threatening a federal judge.

Indicted in 2006 on tax evasion charges.Failed to appear in court.Arrested in Orlando after 14

months as a fugitive.Held in the Sherburne Co. Jail in EIk River.Scheduled fortpial, i

2008.Became a member of the Common Law Venue in Minnesota. Issued a warrant for the

arrest of Judge Ann Montgomery, the Sherburne Co. Sheriff and the jail administrator, in March

2008. Other Common Law Venue members: Frederick Bond (ChadoplmPelton (a retired

St. Paul Police Officer from Stillwater), Norman Pool (Blaine), and Kenneth Tesch. Discovered

0KS LI 20 GKNRBdzZAK KAa 2FAf LK2yS OFffao tKSe
home. They brought a sovereign subpoenatolth8 Yy ® / 2 d { KSNAFTFFQa 2FFAC
Montgomery for her to appear in their common law court. John Pelton lived on Square Lake
¢CNFAE Ay {GATE &1 GSND ¢KS WdzRIS RARY QG | LILISI NJ
also filed liens againster.

Tried by a North Dakota federal district judge. Beale represented himself. He was convicted and
sentenced to 4 years CS to the original 11 year term.

His appeal was denied by th& 8ircuit in 2010 and the US Supreme Court refused to grant

certiariin 2011.
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llinois April 20109

Montana Freemen I€ader Daniel
Petersen was sentenced to 7.5 years
in prison for filing false liens against
federal judges while incarcerated at

Marion. Peterson also bilked other
inmates in an investment scheme
where he promised them $13 trillion.
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More Loc,all Co?ﬂ*b‘hs

AErwin Rommel School of Law, Peter
Jon Simpson, Atwater, MN

ADavid Wynn Miller, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin

0 Developed convoluted sovereign
grammar and punctuation

d Followed by Jared.oughnerd Tucson, AZ
shooterd January 8, 2011
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HIGHLY PUBLICIZEIRIMES
BY SOVEREIGNS
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Tennesse\'e Ma‘fﬁtﬁv

Jerry and Joseph Kane
shot and killed 2
Tennessee police
officers in traffic stop.

In a second shoobut,
the Kaneswounded a
sheriff and chief deputy.
TheKaneswere killed
by return fire.
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Nevada Augusm

A 2 sovereigns arrested for
planning to kidnap and
kill a Las Vegas police
officer

A 9 month investigation
into the plot

A Planned to try the officer
for treason before their
sovereign jury
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SOVEREIGN THEORY
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What is Sovereignty?

|77 <nwlh
Sources of Soverelgn Theories
ACommon law

AAlternate interpretations of the US
Constitution

AUniform Commercial Code (UCC)

AReligious themes
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Sovereign' Rigm*“ |

ATravel

AOwn (and defend) property
AOwn the labor of their own hands
ASovereigns do not recognize any

governmental authority to regulate (or
tax) these rights

Advocates ‘Say%’?ﬂa
Sovereignty can:

Citizens Inmates

A Evade taxes A Gain release

A Avoid home foreclosure A Overturn convictions
A Avoid child support A Refuse supervision

A Avoid licensing fees A Refuse predatory
A Beat traffic tickets registration
A Avoid vaccinations A Refuse to pay restitution

A Claim billions of dollars A Beat discipline reports
from the government
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Sovereign'The
Jurisdiction

ALawd common law tort-requires injury
AEquityd requires written contract

AAdmiralty *
& Statutory civil & criminal law
d International contracts
0 No constitutional protections

Sovereign'TacﬂC%*‘ |

AJurisdictionald purely legal arguments

ACommerce & contrac® claims for
monetary damages

ADebt avoidance

ATax fraud
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JURISDICTIONAL ARGUMENTS
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Sovereign's Rem‘iétory

A14th Amendment ratified in 1868

AROAIY citizens born
United States, andsubjectto the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the

United States and of the State wherein
they reside. 6 (emp

AReversed the Dred Scott decision and
made African Americans citizens

Although the myriad sovereign citizen groups, and individuals not tied to a particular group, all
have their own idiosyncrasies in their beliefs, they tend to share some common ideas. The
details may differ but they all believe that the American governnestablished by Washington
and Madison and Franklin and the other founders was secretly replaced at soma pmaibe
during the Civil War, maybe during the Depression, depending on who is telling the stpra
new governmental system

based on admirgy law. The Fourteenth Amendment figures prominently in their beliefs; it was
a means for the government

to trick people into giving up their sovereign state citizenship and accepting citizenship of the
United States.
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Two Type's of MS |

AFederald US citizenship created by
the 14th Amendment

d Covers only District o€olumbiaand
freed slaves

Ade jured sovereign citizens of
OshadowoO state gov
oKi ngdom of Hawai 061 ,

Commonwealth, Republic of Texas,
WashitawNation (Louisiana), etc.

At the heart of Sovereign Citizen legal theory is the belief that the government has created two
forms of citizenship: sovereign (or de jure) citizenship and federal (or Fourteenth Amendment)
citizenship. Sovereign Citizeare state citizens. Their "inalienable natural rights are recognized,
secured, and protected by [the] state Constitution against State actions and against federal
intrusion by the Constitution for the United States of America.” n66 Terminology is impo&ant
"state" is not the State of Wisconsin, which Sovereign Citizens argue is a "fictional federal "State
within a state;™ Sovereign Citizen "states" have identical borders, but they exist independently
of the federal government and draw their sovereigdiyectly from their citizens. n67 Sovereign
Citizens are United States citizens only in the sense originally intended by the Constitution,
which is that the citizen of one state is to be considered and treated as a citizen of every other
state. n68
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Subj e'ct‘v*#b" t he

AUS citizenship is vellintary and occurs
only iy omhe osubj e
jurisdiction

AJurisdiction occurs through

government identification or licenses

AOne can reject this citizenship by
rejecting these documents and
declaring sovereignty

Another ideological principle of sovereignty is the 14th Amendment. Passed in 1868 and
intended to galvanize and unify the country as part of the goisil War Reconstruction Acts,
sovereigns view the 14th Amendmesd another example of government trickery. They believe
that the United States government illegally passed the Amendment and "“tricked" all the citizens
of the state republics, for example the State Republic of North Carolina, into renouncing their
state gtizenship and agreeing to become federal "corporate” citizens through the acceptance of
government benefits.
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Initial Step's tomignty

AWrite a declaration of sovereignty from
the United States

ARecord declaration with a county
recorder and/or

AFile with a Secretary of State (any
state will do) and/or

ASend copies to various public officials
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Declaration of éovere-'gw

in Special Viaitatien, Conforring o

APR 25 2008
FILED

Affigavit On Sovereign Haticnality

deposes & s=ays & declares by

the best 1 acknowledge & beliewe as f
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VERIFIED DECLARATION

PURFOSE OF DECLARATION
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| am Sov_e'reigrﬁ?‘* |

Al was never a US or'state citizen

AYour courts have no jurisdiction over
me - | have my own common law court

Al am entitled to diplomatic immunityd

your laws do not apply to me

AYou must deal with me as you would a
foreign country

gete of Minneso to

SECRETARY OF STATE
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Diplomati,c. Ideﬁ!‘lﬁ”ﬁon

A homemade “sovereign citizen” ID badgd]
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| .
Di plhomat ®¢c Ben
Indiana sovereign Bfad Henry
attempted to evade property taxes
claiming his home was an embassy in
2010. He did not succeed.
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Sovereign_‘ArguWrivolous

Abcompletely withou
B*D ax e nytrimy friovorltou
d U.S. vJagim 978 F.2d 1032 (8" Circ. S.D., 1992)

Abmeritless, absurd

frivolousbo
0 U.S. v. Bealge(D. Minn. 2011)
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Argumen._t"l: Lac d Faith

OHINs T dl O hcratic
constitutional structure, whether sincere
or not, are not goodaith mistakes

about what the law is. They are

disagreements about what the law
should be 06

0 US v. Schiff801 F.2d 108, 112 (2d Cir.
1986) as cited inUS v. Beale (8" Cir.
2009)
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SOVEREIGN CONTRACT THEORY
THE STRAWMAN
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SovereignlCorM*héory

AContracts with the government are
established by
d social security number
d use of a zip code or state postal

abbreviations

d governmentissued licenses

A State governments and the federal
government are corporations
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Sovereign'CorM*l’héory

AAIl interactions betwéen the individual
and the government are governed by
common law theories of commerce

AThe Uniform Commercial Code (UCC)
applies to these 0

AThe UCC preserves the commercial
rights of individuals
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A Sovereién R@Q@*' |

ABirth certificate

ASocial Security Number
ADrivers License

AFish and game licenses
AVehicle registrations

A Offender Identification Number

AAny & all documents that bear his
name and an identifying number
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A

INTERNATIONAL WOTORIST CERTIFICATION

Empree Washitaw ve Dagdasmoundrah

101 :um IHIIIUHIIITIIJM

SIS
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Sovereign' Lice?!?*’!ates

A

— WASHITAW —

. R o

STITUTY
o VICENSE TONAL

LATE

31 USC. 86C. 510y '&\
(4 HD'

Nevada

©0-89654

*DIPLOMAT-
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Liens . ("‘* y

Legitimate Fraudulent
A Consensual A Nonconsensual
A Relates to tangible things A No legitimate basis

d Personal property, 0 Copyright violations
€.g. car 0 Breach of duty

0 Real property, & Civil rights violations
e.g. home
A Debt is backed by A No collateral
collateral

A Property title is A Property title is clouded
encumbered
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The Strawman explained
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The Straw'man**“ |

AThe strawman is a corporate fiction
created by the government through
the social security card

AThe strawman is represented by name

in all capital letters- MARY MCCOMB

AThe o0real 6 person
the name NOT all capital lettersMary
McComb

Subsequently and most significantly, when the government abandoned the gold standard in the
Mpond Al &adzoadAddziSR AdGa OAGAT Sya a O2ff ! (SN
future earnings to foreign investors. Again, the details can gangiderably, but generally the

explanation for how this happens is that a secret United States Treasury account is set up for

each citizen at birth, some large sum of money placed in it or pledged to it, ranging from

hundreds of thousands of dollarstoArf f A2y & RSLISYRAY 3 2y GKAOK &2¢
version you hear. As a consequence, they say, two separate identities are created. The corporate
aKStft 002dzyis GKS 2yS L)X SR3ISR a aSOdz2NAGes A,
and, in treir view, is separate and distinct from their true identity. The true individual common

law citizen is not subject to the false, secregstablishment government and can avoid its
2dzZNAARAQUA2Y o0& OIF NBFdzf & RAAGAYIdzAaKAY 3 GKS
INa2 3SNBAITYy OAGAT S y-comrollgdraddéenslaved siawmhan @ SWNIENE! i
R20dzySyia aK2gAy3d GKS LISNA2Y Q& yIYS Ay Ftf O
OF NR&ZX RNAGSNNa t A0SyasSas iheshele@pvddaident i@ ds G K.
strawman, because they are written in all caps.
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The Straw'man‘!\‘e*" ;

AMuIti-purpoée document for
sovereigns

ARecl aims oneds str

AProtects against all debt collection

ARegi sters a trade
strawman so they can collect money
for copyright violations

The Strawman Lien
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__
The Strawman Lien ** ‘

A
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