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“... the AmericAn PeoPle hAve been cAlled, by numbers of people 

all over the world, as being the most dumb-downed popula-

tion in Western Civilization.

“Certainly they are probably among the least, politically and 

other ways, sophisticated people in western culture.

“That’s no accident.

“And it’s no testimony to the lack of intelligence and potential 

of the citizens of this republic.

“It is a testimony to the control of thinking and the flow of 

information that people are allowed to have. ... the effects of 

the media and the thought control that has been developed in 

this country is extraordinary, and it’s very difficult to over-

come ... one wonders how long it’s going to take for the upris-

ing to occur.

“I actually think we may be reaching a point, where we’re en-

tering a pre-revolutionary stage.”

                                                                     —WilliAm PePPer
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"Don't Worry, 
Be Happy"

Here's a little song I wrote
You might want to sing it 
note for note
Don't worry, be happy
In every life we have some 
trouble
When you worry you make 
it double
Don't worry, be happy

Ain't got no place to lay your 
head
Somebody came and took 
your bed
Don't worry, be happy
The land lord say your rent 
is late
He may have to litigate
Don't worry, be happy
(Look at me I'm happy)

Now there, is this song I wrote
I hope you learned it note for 
note
Like good little children
Don't worry, be happy
Listen to what I say
In your life expect some trouble
When you worry you make it 
double
Don't worry, be happy, be happy 
now

Ooh, ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh ooh 
oo-ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh
(Don't worry)
Ooh oo-ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh
(Be happy)
Ooh oo-ooh oo-ooh
Don't worry, be happy
Ooh, ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh ooh 
oo-ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh
(Don't worry)
Ooh oo-ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh
(Be happy)

Ooh oo-ooh oo-ooh
Don't worry, be happy
Ooh, ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh ooh 
oo-ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh
(Don't worry)
Ooh oo-ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh
(Don't worry, don't worry, don't 
do it, be happy)
Ooh oo-ooh oo-ooh
(Put a smile on your face, don't 
bring everybody down)
Ooh, ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh ooh 
oo-ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh
(Don't worry)
Ooh oo-ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh
(It will soon pass, whatever it is)
Ooh oo-ooh oo-ooh
Don't worry, be happy
Ooh oo-ooh oo-ooh
I'm not worried, I'm happy
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Originally published 
January 20, 2013
Memory Hole Blog

“Conspiracy theory” is a 
term that at once strikes 
fear and anxiety in the 
hearts of most every 

CIA Document 1035-960: 
Foundation Of 

A Weaponized Term
— JAMES F. TRACY

public figure, particularly 
journalists and academics. 
Since the 1960s the label has 
become a disciplinary device 
that has been overwhelming-
ly effective in defining cer-
tain events off limits to inqui-
ry or debate. Especially in the 

United States raising legiti-
mate questions about dubious 
official narratives destined 
to inform public opinion 
(and thereby public policy) 
is a major thought crime that 
must be cauterized from the 
public psyche at all costs.

“Conspiracy theory” is a term that at once strikes fear 
and anxiety in the hearts of most every public figure, particularly 

journalists and academics. 
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CIA Document 1035-960
Concerning Criticism of the Warren 
Report

CIA Document #1035-960

RE: Concerning Criticism of the War-
ren Report

1. Our Concern. From the day of 
President Kennedy's assassination 
on, there has been speculation about 
the responsibility for his murder. Al-
though this was stemmed for a time 
by the Warren Commission report, 
(which appeared at the end of Sep-
tember 1964), various writers have 
now had time to scan the Commis-
sion's published report and documents 
for new pretexts for questioning, and 
there has been a new wave of books 
and articles criticizing the Commis-
sion's findings. In most cases the crit-
ics have speculated as to the existence 
of some kind of conspiracy, and often 
they have implied that the Commis-
sion itself was involved. Presumably 
as a result of the increasing challenge 
to the Warren Commission's report, a 
public opinion poll recently indicated 
that 46% of the American public did 
not think that Oswald acted alone, 
while more than half of those polled 

thought that the Commission had left 
some questions unresolved. Doubtless 
polls abroad would show similar, or 
possibly more adverse results.

2. This trend of opinion is a matter 
of concern to the U.S. government, 
including our organization. The mem-
bers of the Warren Commission were 
naturally chosen for their integrity, 
experience and prominence. They 
represented both major parties, and 
they and their staff were deliberately 
drawn from all sections of the coun-
try. Just because of the standing of 
the Commissioners, efforts to impugn 
their rectitude and wisdom tend to 
cast doubt on the whole leadership of 
American society. Moreover, there 
seems to be an increasing tendency to 
hint that President Johnson himself, 
as the one person who might be said 
to have benefited, was in some way 
responsible for the assassination.

Innuendo of such seriousness affects 
not only the individual concerned, 
but also the whole reputation of the 
American government. Our organiza-
tion itself is directly involved: among 
other facts, we contributed informa-
tion to the investigation. Conspiracy 
theories have frequently thrown suspi-
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cion on our organization, for example 
by falsely alleging that Lee Harvey 
Oswald worked for us. The aim of 
this dispatch is to provide material 
countering and discrediting the claims 
of the conspiracy theorists, so as to 
inhibit the circulation of such claims 
in other countries. Background infor-
mation is supplied in a classified sec-
tion and in a number of unclassified 
attachments.

3. Action. We do not recommend that 
discussion of the assassination ques-
tion be initiated where it is not already 
taking place. Where discussion is ac-
tive [business] addresses are request-
ed:

    a. To discuss the publicity problem 
with [?] and friendly elite contacts 
(especially politicians and editors), 
pointing out that the Warren Com-
mission made as thorough an inves-
tigation as humanly possible, that 
the charges of the critics are without 
serious foundation, and that further 
speculative discussion only plays into 
the hands of the opposition. Point out 
also that parts of the conspiracy talk 
appear to be deliberately generated by 
Communist propagandists. Urge them 
to use their influence to discourage 

unfounded and irresponsible specula-
tion.
b. To employ propaganda assets to 
[negate] and refute the attacks of the 
critics. Book reviews and feature ar-
ticles are particularly appropriate for 
this purpose. The unclassified attach-
ments to this guidance should provide 
useful background material for pass-
ing to assets. Our ploy should point 
out, as applicable, that the critics are 
(I) wedded to theories adopted before 
the evidence was in, (I) politically 
interested, (III) financially interest-
ed, (IV) hasty and inaccurate in their 
research, or (V) infatuated with their 
own theories. In the course of discus-
sions of the whole phenomenon of 
criticism, a useful strategy may be to 
single out Epstein's theory for attack, 
using the attached Fletcher [?] article 
and Spectator piece for background. 
(Although Mark Lane's book is much 
less convincing that Epstein's and 
comes off badly where confronted by 
knowledgeable critics, it is also much 
more difficult to answer as a whole, as 
one becomes lost in a morass of unre-
lated details.)

4. In private to media discussions not 
directed at any particular writer, or in 
attacking publications which may be 
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yet forthcoming, the following argu-
ments should be useful:

    a. No significant new evidence 
has emerged which the Commission 
did not consider. The assassination is 
sometimes compared (e.g., by Joa-
chim Joesten and Bertrand Russell) 
with the Dreyfus case; however, un-
like that case, the attack on the Warren 
Commission have produced no new 
evidence, no new culprits have been 
convincingly identified, and there is 
no agreement among the critics. (A 
better parallel, though an imperfect 
one, might be with the Reichstag fire 
of 1933, which some competent histo-
rians (Fritz Tobias, AJ.P. Taylor, D.C. 
Watt) now believe was set by Vander 
Lubbe on his own initiative, without 
acting for either Nazis or Commu-
nists; the Nazis tried to pin the blame 
on the Communists, but the latter 
have been more successful in con-
vincing the world that the Nazis were 
to blame.)

    b. Critics usually overvalue par-
ticular items and ignore others. They 
tend to place more emphasis on the 
recollections of individual witness-
es (which are less reliable and more 
divergent--and hence offer more 
hand-holds for criticism) and less on 

ballistics, autopsy, and photographic 
evidence. A close examination of the 
Commission's records will usually 
show that the conflicting eyewitness 
accounts are quoted out of context, or 
were discarded by the Commission 
for good and sufficient reason.

    c. Conspiracy on the large scale 
often suggested would be impossible 
to conceal in the United States, esp. 
since informants could expect to re-
ceive large royalties, etc. Note that 
Robert Kennedy, Attorney General at 
the time and John F. Kennedy's broth-
er, would be the last man to overlook 
or conceal any conspiracy. And as 
one reviewer pointed out, Congress-
man Gerald R. Ford would hardly 
have held his tongue for the sake of 
the Democratic administration, and 
Senator Russell would have had ev-
ery political interest in exposing any 
misdeeds on the part of Chief Jus-
tice Warren. A conspirator moreover 
would hardly choose a location for 
a shooting where so much depend-
ed on conditions beyond his control: 
the route, the speed of the cars, the 
moving target, the risk that the assas-

sin would be discovered. A group of 

wealthy conspirators could have ar-

ranged much more secure conditions.
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    d. Critics have often been enticed 
by a form of intellectual pride: they 
light on some theory and fall in love 
with it; they also scoff at the Commis-
sion because it did not always answer 
every question with a flat decision one 
way or the other. Actually, the make-
up of the Commission and its staff 
was an excellent safeguard against 
over-commitment to any one theory, 
or against the illicit transformation of 
probabilities into certainties.

    e. Oswald would not have been any 
sensible person's choice for a co-con-
spirator. He was a "loner," mixed up, 
of questionable reliability and an un-
known quantity to any professional 
intelligence service.

    f. As to charges that the Com-
mission's report was a rush job, it 
emerged three months after the dead-
line originally set. But to the degree 
that the Commission tried to speed up 
its reporting, this was largely due to 
the pressure of irresponsible specula-
tion already appearing, in some cases 
coming from the same critics who, 
refusing to admit their errors, are now 
putting out new criticisms.

    g. Such vague accusations as that 
"more than ten people have died mys-

teriously" can always be explained in 
some natural way e.g.: the individuals 
concerned have for the most part died 
of natural causes; the Commission 
staff questioned 418 witnesses (the 
FBI interviewed far more people, 
conduction 25,000 interviews and re 
interviews), and in such a large group, 
a certain number of deaths are to be 
expected. (When Penn Jones, one of 
the originators of the "ten mysterious 
deaths" line, appeared on television, it 
emerged that two of the deaths on his 
list were from heart attacks, one from 
cancer, one was from a head-on col-
lision on a bridge, and one occurred 
when a driver drifted into a bridge 
abutment.)

5. Where possible, counter spec-
ulation by encouraging reference 
to the Commission's Report itself. 
Open-minded foreign readers should 
still be impressed by the care, thor-
oughness, objectivity and speed with 
which the Commission worked. Re-
viewers of other books might be en-
couraged to add to their account the 
idea that, checking back with the re-
port itself, they found it far superior to 
the work of its critics.
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ConspiraCy theory’s 
aCutely negative 
Connotations may be 
traced to liberal historian 
Richard Hofstadter’s well-
known fusillades against the 
“New Right.” Yet it was the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
that likely played the greatest 
role in effectively “weaponiz-
ing” the term. In the ground-
swell of public skepticism 
toward the Warren Commis-
sion’s findings on the assas-
sination of President John 
F. Kennedy, the CIA sent a 
detailed directive to all of its 
bureaus. Titled “Countering 
Criticism of the Warren Com-
mission Report,” the dis-
patch played a definitive role 
in making the “conspiracy 
theory” term a weapon to be 
wielded against almost any 
individual or group calling 
the government’s increasing-
ly clandestine programs and 
activities into question.

This important memorandum 
and its broad implications for 
American politics and public 
discourse are detailed in a 
book by Florida State Univer-
sity political scientist Lance 
deHaven-Smith, Conspira-
cy Theory in America. Dr. 
deHaven-Smith devised the 

state crimes against democ-
racy concept to interpret and 
explain potential government 
complicity in events such as 
the Gulf of Tonkin incident, 
the major political assassina-
tions of the 1960s, and 9/11.

CIA Document 1035-960 
was released in response to 
a 1976 FOIA request by the 
New York Times. The direc-
tive is especially significant 
because it outlines the CIA’s 
concern regarding “the whole 
reputation of the American 
government” vis-à-vis the 
Warren Commission Report. 
The agency was especially 
interested in maintaining 
its own image and role as it 
“contributed information to 
the [Warren] investigation.”

The memorandum lays out a 
detailed series of actions and 
techniques for “countering 
and discrediting the claims 
of the conspiracy theorists, 
so as to inhibit the circula-
tion of such claims in other 
countries.” For example, ap-
proaching “friendly elite con-
tacts (especially politicians 
and editors)” to remind them 
of the Warren Commission’s 
integrity and soundness 
should be prioritized. “[T]

he charges of the critics are 
without serious foundation,” 
the document reads, and “fur-
ther speculative discussion 
only plays in to the hands of 
the [Communist] opposition.”

The agency also directed its 
members “[t]o employ propa-
ganda assets to [negate] and 
refute the attacks of the crit-
ics. Book reviews and feature 
articles are particularly ap-
propriate for this purpose.”

1035-960 further delineates 
specific techniques for coun-
tering “conspiratorial” argu-
ments centering on the War-
ren Commission’s findings. 
Such responses and their 
coupling with the pejorative 
label have been routinely 
wheeled out in various guises 
by corporate media outlets, 
commentators and political 
leaders to this day against 
those demanding truth and 
accountability about momen-
tous public events.

No significant new evidence 
has emerged which the [War-
ren] Commission did not 
consider.
Critics usually overvalue 
particular items and ignore 
others.
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Conspiracy on the large scale 
often suggested would be 
impossible to conceal in the 
United States.
Critics have often been en-
ticed by a form of intellectual 
pride: they light on some the-
ory and fall in love with it.
Oswald would not have been 
any sensible person’s choice 
for a co-conspirator.
 Such vague accusations as 
that “more than ten people 
have died mysteriously” 
[during the Warren Commis-
sion’s inquiry] can always 
be explained in some natural 
way e.g.: the individuals con-
cerned have for the most part 
died of natural causes.
Today more so than ever 
news media personalities 

and commentators occupy 
powerful positions for initi-
ating propaganda activities 
closely resembling those 
set out in 1035-960 against 
anyone who might question 
state-sanctioned narratives of 
controversial and poorly un-
derstood occurrences. Indeed, 
as the motives and methods 
encompassed in the document 
have become fully internal-
ized by intellectual workers 
and operationalized through 
such media, the almost uni-
form public acceptance of 
official accounts concerning 
unresolved events such as the 
Oklahoma City Murrah Fed-
eral Building bombing, 9/11, 
and most recently the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 

massacre, is largely guaran-
teed.

The effect on academic and 
journalistic inquiry into 
ambiguous and unexplained 
events that may in turn mo-
bilize public inquiry, debate 
and action has been dramatic 
and far-reaching. One need 
only look to the rising police 
state and evisceration of civil 
liberties and constitutional 
protections as evidence of 
how this set of subtle and 
deceptive intimidation tactics 
has profoundly encumbered 
the potential for future inde-
pendent self-determination 
and civic empowerment.

... the dispatch played a definitive role in making 
the “conspiracy theory” term a weapon

 to be wielded against almost any individual 
or group calling the government’s increasingly 

clandestine programs and activities 
into question.
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Journalist's Creed

The Journalist's Creed is a personal affirmation of journalism ethics written by Walter Williams in 
1914. The creed has been published in more than 100 languages, and a bronze plaque of The Journal-
ist's Creed hangs at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. Williams was the founding dean of 
the Missouri School of Journalism. 

- I believe in the profession of journalism.
- I believe that the public journal is a public trust; that all connected with it are, to the full measure of 
their responsibility, trustees for the public; that acceptance of a lesser service than the public service 
is betrayal of this trust.
- I believe that clear thinking and clear statement, accuracy and fairness are fundamental to good 
journalism.
- I believe that a journalist should write only what he holds in his heart to be true.
- I believe that suppression of the news, for any consideration other than the welfare of society, is 
indefensible.
- I believe that no one should write as a journalist what he would not say as a gentleman; that bribery 
by one’s own pocketbook is as much to be avoided as bribery by the pocketbook of another; that in-
dividual responsibility may not be escaped by pleading another’s instructions or another’s dividends.
- I believe that advertising, news and editorial columns should alike serve the best interests of read-
ers; that a single standard of helpful truth and cleanness should prevail for all; that the supreme test 
of good journalism is the measure of its public service.
- I believe that the journalism which succeeds best — and best deserves success — fears God and 
honors Man; is stoutly independent, unmoved by pride of opinion or greed of power, constructive, 
tolerant but never careless, self-controlled, patient, always respectful of its readers but always un-
afraid, is quickly indignant at injustice; is unswayed by the appeal of privilege or the clamor of the 
mob; seeks to give every man a chance and, as far as law and honest wage and recognition of human 
brotherhood can make it so, an equal chance; is profoundly patriotic while sincerely promoting inter-
national good will and cementing world-comradeship; is a journalism of humanity, of and for today’s 
world.
References
— A Creed for My Profession: Walter Williams
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“The CIA owns everyone of any significance 
in the major media.” 

— former CIA Director William Colby
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by george Washington

Feb. 23, 2013
https://www.zerohedge.com/
news/2015-02-23/1967-he-cia-cre-
ated-phrase-conspiracy-theorists-
and-ways-attack-anyone-who-
challenge

Conspiracy Theorists USED 
TO Be Accepted As Normal

Democracy and free market 
capitalism were founded on 
conspiracy theories.

The Magna Carta, the Consti-
tution and Declaration of In-
dependence and other  found-
ing Western documents were 
based on conspiracy theories. 
Greek democracy and free 
market capitalism were also 
based on conspiracy theories.
But those were the bad old 

days …Things have now 
changed.

The CIA Coined the Term 
Conspiracy Theorist In 1967
That all changed in the 
1960s.

Specifically, in April 1967, 
the CIA wrote a dispatch 
which coined the term “con-
spiracy theories” … and 
recommended methods for 
discrediting such theories.  
The dispatch was marked 
“psych” –  short for “psycho-
logical operations” or disin-
formation –  and “CS” for the 
CIA’s “Clandestine Services” 
unit.

The dispatch was produced 
in responses to a Freedom of 
Information Act request by 

the New York Times in 1976.
The dispatch states:
    2. This trend of opinion 
is a matter of concern to the 
U.S. government, including 
our organization.
 
    The aim of this dispatch 
is to provide material coun-
tering and discrediting the 
claims of the conspiracy 
theorists, so as to inhibit the 
circulation of such claims in 
other countries. Background 
information is supplied in 
a classified section and in a 
number of unclassified at-
tachments.

    3. Action. We do not rec-
ommend that discussion of 
the [conspiracy] question 
be initiated where it is not 
already taking place. Where 

“ ... In 1967, the CIA 
Created the Label 

“Conspiracy Theorists” 
... to Attack Anyone Who 

Challenges the 
“Official” Narrative
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discussion is active addresses 
are requested:
     
    a. To discuss the publicity 
problem with and friendly 
elite contacts (especially poli-
ticians and editors) , pointing 
out that the [official investi-
gation of the relevant event] 
made as thorough an investi-
gation as humanly possible, 
that the charges of the critics 
are without serious founda-
tion, and that further specu-
lative discussion only plays 
into the hands of the opposi-
tion. Point out also that parts 
of the conspiracy talk appear 
to be deliberately generated 
by …  propagandists. Urge 
them to use their influence 
to discourage unfounded and 
irresponsible speculation.

    b. To employ propaganda 
assets to and refute the at-
tacks of the critics. Book re-
views and feature articles are 
particularly appropriate for 
this purpose. The unclassified 
attachments to this guidance 
should provide useful back-
ground material for passing 
to assets. Our ploy should 
point out, as applicable, that 
the critics are (I) wedded to 
theories adopted before the 
evidence was in, (II) politi-
cally interested, (III) finan-
cially interested, (IV) hasty 
and inaccurate in their re-

search, or (V) infatuated with 
their own theories.

    4. In private to media 
discussions not directed at 
any particular writer, or in 
attacking publications which 
may be yet forthcoming, the 
following arguments should 
be useful:

    a. No significant new evi-
dence has emerged which the 
Commission did not consider.
  
    b. Critics usually over-
value particular items and 
ignore others. They tend to 
place more emphasis on the 
recollections of individual 
witnesses (which are less reli-
able and more divergent–and 
hence offer more hand-holds 
for criticism) …

    c. Conspiracy on the large 
scale often suggested would 
be impossible to conceal in 
the United States, esp. since 
informants could expect to 
receive large royalties, etc.

    d. Critics have often been 
enticed by a form of intellec-
tual pride: they light on some 
theory and fall in love with 
it; they also scoff at the Com-
mission because it did not 
always answer every question 

with a flat decision one way 
or the other.

      f. As to charges that the 
Commission’s report was a 
rush job, it emerged three 
months after the deadline 
originally set. But to the 
degree that the Commission 
tried to speed up its report-
ing, this was largely due to 
the pressure of irresponsible 
speculation already appear-
ing, in some cases coming 
from the same critics who, 
refusing to admit their errors, 
are now putting out new crit-
icisms.
   
    g. Such vague accusations 
as that “more than ten people 
have died mysteriously” can 
always be explained in some 
natural way ….
    
    5. Where possible, counter 
speculation by encourag-
ing reference to the Com-
mission’s Report itself. 
Open-minded foreign readers 
should still be impressed by 
the care, thoroughness, objec-
tivity and speed with which 
the Commission worked. 
Reviewers of other books 
might be encouraged to add 
to their account the idea that, 
checking back with the report 
itself, they found it far superi-
or to the work of its critics.
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“The only way to establish belief in 
institutions would be if institutions started 

acting in a way that made us trust 
them and believe in them.

— Scott Creighton
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INSIDE

— Brian Williams’ Greatest Lie

— A Conspiracy Theory

— The CIA & The Media

— The White Rose

— Truth Is Our Country

— Reporter Who Exposed Fake 
News Found Dead

— The News From 
Moon Rock Lake
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the Cia Coined the term ConspiraCy theory 
in order to cut off at the pass the critisism of the Warren Commission brewing like 

strong coffee to wake up the people of America.
And people like Dan Rather, Walter Cronkite, Tom Brokaw, Wolf Blitzer, Peter Jen-
nings ... Anderson Cooper, Matt Lauer, Katie Couric, Mike Wallace, Chris Mathews, 

Rachel Maddow, Jon Stewart, Brian Williams, Lester Holt, Stephen Colbert have been 
glad to carry the torch of the CIA over the years and decades, so that the American peo-

ple, not geniuses to begin with, are even more stupid than when we started.

We are getting nowhere thanks to the esteemed United States 
profession of journalism.

But, thanks to people like James Tracy, Jim Fetzer, Paul Craig Roberts, Kevin Barrett, 
Gordon Duff, Wolfgang Halbig and Penn Jones Jr., all is not lost. 

There is hope. There is life. We go on.

Penn Magazine is named in honor of Penn Jones, Jr., one of the first researchers into the John F. Kennedy murder, 
an honest newsman, who did not lie to us.

mike paleCek, editor
ChuCk gregory, publisher
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“When and if America is ever hauled before the tribunal 

it is so richly earning with every Iraqi child mangled and 

every soul it ships to Egypt to be tortured in unspeakable 

ways, out of sight of the world, what will be my excuse? 

Will it be: ’I only generated the propaganda because I need-

ed the health insurance that came with the job.’ Will that 

be an acceptable answer before the world? Who among us 

is guilty and who is innocent? Is the person who makes the 

night goggles for the American sniper on a Baghdad roof-

top guilty? Is the person who made Lynndie England’s CD 

player guilty, the one they played while leading those naked 

weeping men around on dog leashes and in hoods? What 

about American workers who make Kevlar vests? Are they 

saving lives, or are they enabling killers to do their work 

more safely? And this is to say nothing of the Americans 

who wipe the Doritos crumbs from their double chins, lean 

toward their televisions and cheer on the young ’heroes.’” 

— JOE BAGEANT 
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Why Do They Lie?

It’s a conspiracy.

It just is.

How do you know? Are 
you one of those?

I guess I am.

My wife doesn’t believe 
me. I don’t think there is 
anyone I see on a daily 
basis that really believes 
me, but anyway we don’t 
talk about it.

You don’t talk about 
these things.

Some things are just 
not said, and I would 
imagine that’s according 
to some plan on some 

white board in some 
fourth story building in 
some town in Virginia.

Of course I don’t know. 

You can only think and 
worry and wonder and 
surmise.

It’s like trying to tell 
what’s going on in the 
game by standing out-
side the stadium and 

hearing the crowd noise. 
How could you even tell 
what’s going on inside?

You hear what those 
who come out of the 
game tell you is going 
on.
And you hear what 
those who are covering 
the game tell you.

“This is what’s going 
on.”

Oh, okay.

And if they tell you over 
days, weeks, years and 
decades and lifetimes 
that this is what is going 
on, why would you ever 
doubt them? They are 
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good, reasonably intelli-
gent, nice people, right?

Not necessarily.

We find out much, 
muuuuch later.

And so, you, still stand-
ing outside the stadium, 
grow impatient, maybe 

even stomp your feet, 

throw up your arms.

And you try to find out 
for yourself in the only 
ways you can.

And after a while you 
find out a lot.

But you would have 
found out a lot quicker 
if those inside had told 
you the truth.

Why didn’t they tell you 
the truth?

Why? Why?
Yes, you want to know 
what’s going on in the 
game, and finally you 
have found out, but the 
question remains, the 
question you have not 
found the answer for,.

Why did they lie to you.

Why?

— MiKe paleceK
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MOON ROCK BOOKS is something unique in book publishing.

While other publishers have chosen to shy away from the truth for fear of hurting 
sales, we’ve placed our faith in the truth and have found that it’s not only the right 
thing to do, but from a book-selling standpoint it is also a successful model.

We’re a group of people, writers, who feel the world really needs saving in this crit-
ical point in history, and that resisting the American empire is the only way to do it.

We take our cue from The White Rose resistance in Nazi Germany, who, in the 
most dangerous of circumstances, chose not to hide, but to fight, to speak out, to 
engage in hand-to-hand combat with words, with the truth.

People are starved for the truth. They want the truth. Right now the people live on 
lies, they subsist on lies, but it’s not really living. People are not watching TV news 
in droves, they’re ceasing to read newspapers in droves, because they know by now 
they will not find it there.

The biggest battle being fought anywhere is with information. If the people can 
receive the truth, they will do the right thing.

The truth.

And so, we find ourselves in a similar situation, as The White Rose, and it falls 
upon us—the necessity to fight the empire of the United States of America, and 
save the world.

Moon Rock Books
moonrockbooks.com
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“... The firsT of These was conTrol of The esTablished media 

in the dissemination of  both true (blocking) and false (flooding) 

information. The second was the use of  clandestine and secret 

weapons and techniques developed during World War Two and 

perfected during the Korean and Viet Nam wars. These tech-

niques are so new and unusual as to be unbelievable to most citi-

zens. Thus, the incredibility of  such weapons as hypnosis, brain-

washing and ’programming’ of  patsies as assassins became a 

psychological tool in the bag of  techniques of  the power control 

group. The average American has shrugged off  the possibility 

of  the takeover with the belief  that, ’That’s not possible here.’

“The use of  such weapons, coupled with a tremendous cam-

paign through the controlled media that both whitewashes any 

signs of  conspiracies and spreads disinformation throughout the 

country, has successfully blocked any serious or official attempts 

to get at the truth.

“To take over a real democracy without letting the people know 

it has been taken over is a fantastic achievement.”

– “The Taking of  America,” by richard e. sprague
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“Terse and funny and dry as a
dead Iowa corn snake baking in
the sun. Palecek delivers a quick,
deadpan slap to reactionary, mind-
less, post-911 America. The sting
is delightful.
— MARK MORFORD 
San Francisco Chronicle 
[Iowa Terror]

“Mike Palecek reminds me of
Socrates the gadfly who asked
unwelcome questions, Diogenes
with his lantern looking in vain for
an honest man, Chekhov with the
hammer challenging the compla-
cent family to share their meal,
Kerouac the ever on the move,
somehwat hysterical searcher, and
he reminds me of many Americans
who as children were so blast-
ed with propaganda that they’re
devoting the rest of their lives to
challenging the lies and all who 
tellthem. In this land where babies 
arebrought by storks and buildings
collapse due to unpatriotic bricks,
we need the gadfly because no
leader, preacher, guru or saint will
wake us up, though the Doomsday
Clock is ticking close to twelve.”
— DAVID RAY, American Poet

“I’ve read JFK assassination 
fiction by Don Delillo and 
Norman Mailer, and can tell 
you that this new novel [Johnny 
Moon] not only is Mike’s best 
book yet, it’s much better than 
Delillo’s and Mailer’s efforts to 
do justice to the most important 
event in U.S. history.”
— Dr. KEVIN BARRETT

Mike Palecek writes with 
passion, wit, and alway with 
a strong social conscience.
— HOWARD ZINN

Camp America ... 
or Love & Bigfoot In The Time Of Swine Flu

Cover art by brian barber of Duluth

Camp America is located at Guantanamo ... 
remember Santiago Stadium in Chile at the time of 
Allende and Pinochet and Kissinger, the movie with 
that one actor ... Missing ... Jack Lemon well this 

isn’t that. 

It’s something different.

IF You Want To Know The Truth About 
America You’ve Got To Read Your 

Palecek Novels ...

... because he’s got certain information, man.
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This amazing movie with CIA docs proves that DA Jim Garrison solved 
the case when he said elements of our CIA killed JFK, aided by some in the 
media before Dallas, & protected by all after.. It proves the gov’t. & media 
illegally sabotaged Garrison’s winnable case, It reveals how the CIA’s 
‘Project Mockingbird’ infiltrated media to create fake news for perpetual 
fake wars. An unforgetable film!

Starring:
    Jim Garrison/Pres. John F. Kennedy, John Barbour 
Runtime:
    2 hours, 10 minutes

AVAILABLE on Amazon.com
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 no Controversy ensued 
When Williams and nbC 
Colleague tom brokaW 
repeatedly upheld the 
Warren Commission’s 

“lone assassin” 
ConspiraCy theory on 
november 22, 2013

NBC suspended Brian 
Williams for six months 
on February 10. 

The fashionable anchor ad-
mitted to lying about a being 
involved in a life-threaten-
ing combat situation while 
reporting in Iraq over a de-

cade ago. Yet a survey of 
Williams’ career indicates 
that this isn’t the first time 
he’s been dishonest with the 
American people.

In one important instance 
while broadcasting from 
Dallas Texas on November 
22, 2013, Williams began 
the NBC Nightly News by 
remarking,“We’re in Dealey 
Plaza just across from the 
sixth-floor window in the 
Texas School Book Deposito-
ry building where three shots 
were fired fifty years ago 
today that changed the course 

of American history.”
The statement flies in the 
face of honest reportage 
by upholding the powerful 
myth devised by the War-
ren Commission that former 
US Marine and intelligence 
operative Lee Harvey Oswald 
was the principal assassin in 
President Kennedy’s murder.

“In this city where there are 
still so many reminders of 
that day half a century ago,” 
Williams continues, “not 
just Dealey Plaza itself and 
the School Book Depository 
building, but also the Texas 

Brian WilliaMs’ 
Greatest lie

by James F. Tracy
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theater where Lee Harvey 
Oswald was arrested that 
afternoon.”[1]

The American 
public can 
now point to 
overwhelm-
ing evidence 
presented 

by attorney Mark Lane, New 
Orleans District Attorney Jim 
Garrison, the US Congress, 
and a host of other research-
ers indicating that the “three 
shots fired from the Texas 
School Book Depository” 
was a CIA-contrived conspir-
acy theory. In fact, at least 
three sharpshooter teams 
killed Kennedy and wounded 
Texas Governor John Connal-
ly in Dealey Plaza in a trian-
gulated crossfire.

A few minutes into the No-
vember 22, 2013 broadcast 
Williams segues to an out-
take from a 1963 broadcast 
with NBC’s David Brinkley, 
where Brinkley states: “The 
essential facts are these: Pres-
ident Kennedy was murdered 
in Dallas, Texas. He was shot 
by a sniper hiding in a build-
ing near his parade route. 

He was dead within an hour. 
Lyndon Johnson is President 
of the United States.”[2]

Williams returns after 
the Brinkley soundbite 
to further emphasize the 
historical fallacy of a lone 
assassin, as if five decades 
of research and thousands 
of declassified government 
documents have not put the 
unfounded notion to rest. 
“[F]rom November 22, 
1963, just over six hours 
after the shots were fired 
from the building here 
behind us, meaning this 
place and this city and our 
country would never be the 
same.”[3]

Thus not only is Williams 
perpetuating a lie—one 
might safely conclude that 
he is also a conspiracy 
theorist. And, he is among the 
world’s most famous jour-
nalists working at a major 
US broadcast network that 
intends to bring him back 
after a six month hiatus for “a 
second chance.”[4]

Later in this November 22, 
2013 broadcast Williams 
introduced fellow NBC an-
chor Tom Brokaw–the same 
colleague he imparted his 
supposed combat exploits 
to in 2003.[5] “On Novem-
ber 22nd in 1963,” Williams 
begins, “Tom Brokaw was a 
young reporter in Omaha. He 

read the news of the assassi-
nation on the air, in fact.”
“I think there was another 
element in all of this that 
helped us fifty years later 
remind each other about why 
we remember,” Brokaw in-
toned. “He was the first gen-
erational President who came 
along when television was 
pervasive in America. So he 
was a familiar figure to ev-
eryone, wherever they lived, 
in the big cities, small towns, 
and remote areas. 

And so when he was taken 
away at that young age–this 
dynamic man– it was a shock 
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to the system because they 
felt that they knew him not 
just as a President but as a 
friend.”[6]

Amazingly, after 50 years 
Brokaw had yet to exercise 
journalistic due diligence by 
publicly questioning the im-
plausible government cover 
story suggesting that Oswald 
killed Kennedy. Nor does 
Brokaw take the opportunity 
to do so during this broad-
cast, thus perpetuating one of 
the US government’s greatest 
lies.

Thus two of America’s most 
prominent journalists fla-
grantly misled the American 
public on this notable 2013 
broadcast, yet no controversy 
surrounds their truly astound-
ing assertions. 

Perhaps we need to ask, How 
differently would Williams 
or Brokaw behave as official 

press agents for the US gov-
ernment?

Brian Williams’ deception 
points to a larger truth: A 
major career journalist’s 
incorrect or embellished 
personal recollections are the 
stuff of controversy. In con-
trast, when it comes to the 
country’s most momentous 
events–from the JFK assas-
sination to 9/11, the “war on 
terror,” “weapons of mass 
destruction”–star journalists 
are compelled to spread and 
perpetuate massive lies. 

So long as those falsehoods 
are sanctioned and promoted 
by America’s national se-
curity state these celebs are 
allowed to proceed without 
question.

Indeed, such figures are laud-
ed for their “journalistic” ser-
vice. The public be damned.

notes

[1] Brian Williams, “NBC 

Nightly News for November 

22, 2013,” NBC News.

[2] Ibid.

[3] Ibid.

[4] David Bauder, “NBC’s 

Brian Williams Suspended 

for 6 Months,” Palm Beach 

Post/Associated Press, Febru-

ary 11, 2015, A6.

[5] “Watch: Brian Williams 

Original Helicopter Report 

From 2003,” Breitbart.com, 

February 4, 2015.

[6] Williams, “NBC Night-

ly News for November 22, 

2013.”

Thus two of America’s most prominent 
journalists flagrantly misled the American 
public on this notable 2013 broadcast, yet 
no controversy surrounds their truly 
astounding assertions. 

Perhaps we need to ask, How differently 
would Williams or Brokaw behave as 
official press agents for the US 
government?
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“April 9th, 2003, throngs of Iraqis spontaneously attack a 

statue of Saddam Hussein the face obscured with Old Glory. 

Later, the Stars & Stripes are replaced with red, white and 

black symbolizing the transference of power from the liberators 

to the liberated. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld describes the scenes 

as ’breathtaking’. To the British Army, they’re ’historic’. BBC Radio calls 

them ’amazing’. Because the entire event was staged. ... A week earlier, 

another psychological operation laid the groundwork for what followed. 

The script was for a female Rambo turned damsel-in-distress to be res-

cued by U.S. Armed Forces. ... They waited twenty-four hours to get the 

cameras there, to set up the whole thing to make this big rescue, and the 

SWAT team goes in to save her and then she becomes an instant celeb-

rity overnight. That story happened on the same day that the tanks were 

rolling into Baghdad. That’s the same day that we shelled the Palestine 

hotel where the independent journalists were. The same day we blew up 

Al Jazeera’s television station and killed one of their journalists. All we’re 

getting on the front pages of the papers and in the news is the rescue of 

Jessica Lynch.”

— Scott Noble, “Psywar”
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And in the naked light I saw
Ten thousand people, maybe more

People talking without speaking
People hearing without listening

People writing songs that voices never share
And no one dared

Disturb the sound of silence

"Fools", said I, "You do not know
Silence like a cancer grows

Hear my words that I might teach you
Take my arms that I might reach you"
But my words, like silent raindrops fell

And echoed
In the wells of silence
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A Conspiracy 
Theory

by mike palecek

A Conspiracy Theory

A Conspiracy Theory

A Conspiracy Theory
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“but momma! that’s 
Where the Fun is!”

“Mrs. Fernbottom 
scratched herself where 
it itched, right in the 
well-lighted frozen foods 
aisle, while skinny 10th 
grader Jimmy, James, 
“Meat-Wagon,” Johnson 
watched, nervously, atten-
tively, dangling a pricing 
gun from one finger like a 
six-shooter at the far end of 
the street.”

Anatevka wrote at his 
desk with all manner of 
notebooks, newspapers, 
journalism textbooks, Time 
Magazine, Newsweek, Life, 
The Saturday Evening Post, 
Playboy, grammar books, 
dictionaries, the Letter F of 
The Encyclopedia Britanni-
ca spread out over his desk.

He had many other things 
he should be doing, but 
fiction was where his heart 
lay, lie, or so it seemed, at 
least this minute.

It was a Tuesday morn-
ing at The Beacon Weekly 
with the sun casting light 

over the reception area and 
back to the “newsroom,” 
an array of scattered desks, 
the gateway to the only 
restroom in the building, 
the door hidden at various 
times by Annie by way of 
Christmas lighting, Hal-
loween decorations, Mardi 
Gras beads.

Anatevka’s moth-
er and father 
had once gone 

to New York and loved it, 
the shows, the bars, Cen-
tral Park, the bus tours. But 
they had to come back so 
they did. People not upset 
with him at the moment 
called him Annie, or Ana.

On his desk sat his com-
puter, and a sizeable plop 
of dung, along with the oth-
er accouterments, spread-
ing the fog to mask his not 
technically doing his job.

His friend, not his only 
friend, maybe, Bob, Bob 
Frances, had just recently 
died. 

Bob had been the editor 
of the Beacon, and as they 
had worked together for, 

hmm, twenty years? No. 
Thirty years. Goddamn. 
Over forty years, forty-four. 

Bob had trusted Anat-
evka and knew that when 
he wrote fiction it meant 
something. It was not to — 
he hoped — just to place 
lies in the paper. 

Anatevka had covered 
the school board and city 
council for most of those 
forty-four years, and he 
had also dreamed up, cul-
tivated, given birth to, 
nurtured many characters 
that Beacon Weekly readers 
had come to accept, depend 
upon and send birthday 
greetings: Mrs. Fernbot-
tom, Howie & Wally The 
Twin Terrorists, Sheriff 
John-John The Russian 
Spy, Justin The Terrible, 
Emil The Evil Child, Mr. 
Turd, Larry The Amazing 
Incredible Invisible Middle 
School Principal.

Anatevka carried on 
a conversation with the 
sports editor, Sully, in the 
chat section on the com-
puter. They were only feet 
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apart, but it worked better 
this way. 

Sully’s desk was also 
full: Sports Illus-
trated, high school 

ball caps, pro ball caps, 
baseballs, basketball net, 
tennis shoes, socks, swim-
ming goggles, a snorkel, 
one half of a hockey stick, 
used mouth guard, shoulder 
pads, volleyball, boxing 
glove. 

“That’s what this fuckin’ 
guy sends every year, same 
time of the year, same 
letter, same fuckin’ guy,” 
Annie wrote to Sully.

“what? who?” Sully said.

“Oh, didnt I send it to 
tyou? Here.”

“Now that we have the in-
sane wolf hunting stopped, 
what about adopting a 
sane policy regarding the 
unnecessary bear hunting 
season?

 
“... And while we’re at 

it we might take notice of 
the beauty of our woods 

and lakes and rivers while 
they’re still here, because 
don’t look now, but Mr. 
Peabody’s big trucks are 
hauling it away, every day.

“Speaking of the woods 
... the woods are the home 
of Bigfoot, Sasquatch, all 
around us. I know it’s true 
and so do many of our 
friends and neighbors. 

“They are not apes, an-
imals. They are some sort 
of human, and their home 
is the woods, the woods we 
are destroying every day.”

“You wrote that,” said 
Sully.

“No, Idid not, really.”

“Yes you idd.”

“No seriously. whaaaat?”

Anatevka did have sever-
al projects ongoing. 

Each morning he opened 
the Tupperware container 
with the shit from Oregon 
and watered it. 

Someone had sent it to 
him with the note saying 

it was “Squatch,” and so 
Sully would think he had 
authored the recent letter 
to the editor. Annie thought 
that by watering it, it would 
stay fresh. 

He also had a folder on 
his computer for the F* 
Series. The line of books he 
was in the midst of writing. 

The first in the 
series had a work-
ing title of “How 

To F*CKING FIX Your 
Automatic Garage Door 
Opener.” He was now look-
ing for an agent, in Des 
Moines, under the name of 
Sebastian Santiago.

Anatevka shoved to the 
very edge of his desk his 
Botswana flag on a stick 
with bits of hair and gristle 
still attached, sticking out 
from a clay bowl supposed 
to look like a hand. 

He had gotten the flag at 
the Ebola Awareness Table, 
part of Cultural Awareness 
Day at the community 
college. While there he had 
used the stick to eat his ran-
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goon made by the Chinese 
students.

Anatevka itched 
his behind. He 
wasn’t so sure 

how he was going to fare 
in the competition that he 
knew was imminent. 

The rules said it began, 
game time, it was on, at any 
time that one of the contes-
tants chooses to begin. 

They had thus held 
the event in city council 
meetings, Beacon Weekly 
Christmas parties, on Bea-
con Weekly floats in the 
July 4th parade, etc. etc.

He itched his butt because 
it itched. No, he scratched 
his butt because it itched. 
There. And while he was 
there he thought about 
prostate cancer. He was 
supposed to get his ten-year 
exam. But his wife had 
skipped her exam because 
she didn’t have health in-
surance. 

And for one thing, Anat-
evka wasn’t so sure his 
insurance would pay for the 

whole thing, and should he 
skip it, too? In solidarity 
with his wife? Or should 
he get it and try to live 
longer and then pay off the 
bill over a couple of years. 
What if he was dying and 
he had to think about not 
getting the exam, would he 
ache for just one more day 
of life and kick himself? 

“To Be A Total-Fuck-
ing-Idiot Is To Be Misun-
derstood,” said the hand-
made plaque on his desk, 
actually an index card 
taped to his desk that Anat-
evka was planning to make 
into a wood plaque when 
he retired and began to do 
woodshop things in his 
garage, which he would do 
exactly for one day until he 
blew his brains out. Any-
way, that was the plan.

Today was jersey day at 
the newspaper, pretty much 
everyone wearing the uni-
form of their favorite sports 
team: Packers, Vikings, 
Yankees, Cardinals, Cubs, 
Twins, the local Beacon 
Bears, and in the case of 
Anatevka: Julie’s Hot Yoga.

It was also Snack Day, a 
tradition initiated by Fran-
ces as a way to get out 
of having a weekly news 
meeting. Instead he invent-
ed Snack Day, bringing 
in a cooler of pop, candy, 
pastries, chips and setting it 
down and there it was and 
so of course he didn’t need 
to have a meeting.

So, yeah, usually, on 
Tuesday, a cooler 
was sitting in the 

middle of the newsroom 
next to the desk of the edi-
tor. 

The new editor was Jus-
tin, his desk right in front 
of Anatevka’s, the first 
desk anyone coming in the 
front door would see. And 
they would see there was 
no cooler of snacks sitting 
next to that front desk.

The bell on the front door 
jingled and a bustle erupted 
if that is the correct word. 

A group of people began 
walking up the incline to 
the front desk area like old 
people having had to wait 
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outside for an hour until the 
buffet opened at four. 

In the middle was a tall 
man in a suit and overcoat 
with white hair. The man. 
The tall man inside the suit, 
if not the suit itself, was 
Mr. McLaughlin, the own-
er.

Somebody reacted quick-
ly and switched on the 
music, Kate Smith singing 
“God Bless America.”

Mr. McLaughlin owned 
McLaughlin Enterprises, 
which included a chain 
of newspapers in twelve 
states. Anatevka called him 
something else not Mr. Mc-
Laughlin. 

The group stood by the 
front desk looking around, 
at the wood paneling, for 
the restroom, back to the 
wood paneling.

Anateka had created a 
character named Mr. Turd, 
a powerful media magnate 
who was somehow embod-
ied, or his soul just lived 
there, could be a stretch, in 

a pile of Sasquatch dung 
that sits in a blue and pink 
Tupperware container on 
a desk somewhere, maybe 
it’s on an alien space ship, 
maybe it’s in a high-rise of-
fice in Minneapolis, maybe 
it’s not.

“Turds in the water,” 
wrote Sully.

It was Tuesday. 
Snack Day, yes. 
But also World 
Burp Fart Belch 
At The Same Time 

Day. It was even written 
in pen on the calendar that 
hung in the restroom be-
hind them.

For example, the competi-
tion rules called for Sully to 
burp, then Anatevka burps. 
Then Sully burps and 
belches at the same time. 

They are not the same. 
Not here, not by regional 
rules. There was much, 
much discussion of this in 
the early years. 

If Anatevka cannot match 
Sully, then it’s over. If he 

does, then we move on to 
the burp, belch, fart at the 
same time part of the com-
petition. Sometimes there 
is a mess involved and the 
restroom comes in handy.

Anyway. That’s also 
where the snacks come in. 
You see.

And so.
Mr. McLaughlin and his 

entourage were talking 
up the women at the front 
desk.

“Need to present a unified 
front,” Anatevka heard a 
snippet.

“Uniforms?” the women 
looked at each other.

The visitors moved as 
a whole, like a flock of 
blackbirds, to surround the 
front desk of Editor Justin 
like visiting mobsters what 
want to know who put their 
pitchers in the paper mak-
ing them appear fat.

Justin stood at his desk, at 
attention and shook ev-
eryone’s hand. He looked 
behind to make sure the 
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rest of the newsroom was 
standing. He reached to 
fluff up the United States 
flag on his desk.

Mr. McLaughlin moved 
to the front of the group 
with his white hair, his 
height, his tan, his suit and 
topcoat.

He began to address ev-
eryone as the typing gradu-
ally diminished at most.

“Censorship is important 
and a tool for protecting 
our future,” McLaughlin 
said. 

“Conspiracy theory, fake 
news, deep state ... we need 
to fight against that and 
for America. We are not 
making declarations about 
issues we believe in, mind 
you, we are trying to con-
trol society.”

“You can’t say anything 
anymore,” said Lori from 
her features desk and be-
hind her name plate that 
said: lori, Features. 

“Yes,” pointed Mr. Mc-
Laughlin as if overjoyed 

that somebody finally fuck-
ing got it.

“And that has been the 
goal ... an attempt to clear 
the whole horizon and 
begin with fiction, fix the 
narrative, remake it.

“And that is where you 
come in, Mr. Anatevka!” 
he pointed a tanned and 
hairy hand roughly in the 
area where Anatevka’s head 
was. 

“I’ve heard of you. I’ll get 
to you later.”

He took giant strides to 
Lori’s desk and reached out 
to shake her hand.

“What is your name?”
“Lori,” she said as she 

pointed to her name plate.

Anatevka got up from his 
desk with a used white cup.

Justin made motions 
to show that we are not 
done here yet, sit down, as 
Anatevka moved into the 
restroom and ran the water, 
full blast, [it just came on that 
way, no in-between].

The sound of the waterfall 
in the restroom commanded 
a certain attention.

When Anatevka 
shuffled out of 
the restroom, 

head down, shepherding 
the cup, he found Mr. Mc-
Laughlin standing in front 
of his desk staring down 
at all the items scattered 
about. Anetevka carefully 
set down the cup, removed 
the top of the Tupperware 
container and began drib-
bling the water for the turd 
to have “a little drink.”

Mr. Turd McLaughlin 
was looking at Anatevka’s 
screen saver: ANDY OOK 
WAS A OAX.

“What is that, some sort 
of word game?” 

“Yeah,” said Anatevka.

“What is that?”

“That is Sasquatch, Yeti, 
Bigfoot excrement.”

“Shit.”
“Yes, shit.
“On your desk, in the 

newsroom, the community 
newspaper.”
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Anatevka tilted his head 
and took a deep breath as if 
trying to control his emo-
tions, garner patience to 
instruct a retarded young-
ster once again as to the 
meaning of the word blue, 
blue sky, blue tennis shoes, 
blue.

He repeated, slowly.

“Shit. .... Sas-quatch ... 
poooop ... desk ... commu-
nity journalism.”

“Mr. Anatevka,” Mr. 
McLaughlin extended his 
large, hairy, tanned old 
hand.  

“You’ve been here a long, 
long time, this time.

“I’d like you to take on 
the task this year of writing 
the John F. Kennedy assas-
sination story. Bob Frances 
handled that for so many 
years.”

“That’s Justin’s job then,” 
said Anatevka.

“Well, I’m asking you to 
do it.”

“Then it’s Justin’s job to 
ask me to do it.”

Mr. Turd and Justin The 
Terrible exchanged looks 

that said something deep 
and profound and unsaid, 
and also, you should take 
care of this sooner than 
later.

“It’s a weekly,” said Anat-
evka, now sitting, working 
hard to get one leg up over 
his neck and then the other.

He stood 
and began 
twisting 
this way 
and that, 

extending to touch the floor 
with the fingertips of one 
hand while stretching the 
fingertips of the other hand 
to the ceiling. 

“We cover lost and found 
dogs,” his face went red 
as he stretched and talked, 
“sidewalk improvement, 
high school sports, old 
veterans and DUI teachers. 
Who really cares what we 
say about John Kennedy or 
Lee Oswald.”

“It’s a matter of present-
ing a unified narrative, 
over a period of time. It’s 

important,” said Mr. Turd 
directly to Anatevka. 

“And from what I’ve seen 
of your writing over the 
years, you are perfect for 
the job. We might even run 
it in all the newspapers at 
once: twelve states.

“I don’t think I need to 
tell anyone in this news-
room or the front desk that 
that is a lot of states,” he 
raised his voice and tilted 
his head to be heard.

“That’s a lot of states,” 
said Justin, standing at his 
desk with his hands on his 
hips like an energetic sum-
mer camp counselor.

The group moved around 
to the AP machine, and 
back behind the desks, 
between Anatevka’s desk 
and the restroom where the 
water was still running.

“Bluu-uurp.”

Sully let it out and placed 
the wrestling headgear atop 
his noggin as if crowning 
himself prom king.
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Annie had no more 
choice in the matter than a 
lone G.I. had when the gate 
splashed down and every-
body else started yelling 
and shitting their pants and 
running toward Normandy 
Beach.

“Bluu-uurp,” went Anat-
evka’s response.

Mr. Turd turned abruptly.
“Excuse me?”

“Bluuurp, blee-eech.”
Annie put up one finger to 

say, just a moment.
“Bluuurp, blech, pft.”

He had called and raised, 
which was within the rules, 
not lost on those watching 
from the front desk area.

It was on Sully to match, 
and if he was able, then it 
was up to each of them to 
pull off the three-peat at 
roughly the same time as 
well as another, hopefully 
creative, addition.

“What are they doing?” 
said McLaughlin to Justin 
The Terrible.

“It’s a game ... they play. 
They do it all the time.”

“They do, do they?”

Somebody cut the tension 
with a sledgehammer.

Lori stuck her hand into 
her arm pit and flapped, 
birthing a lovely squishy 
resonance.

Also clearly within the 
rules. 

Someone joining 
from outside does 
not have to repeat 

the three previous feats, 
though they may, but now 
it was up to the competitors 
“in the ring” to do all four.

Not a simple task.

Anatevka took a position 
behind his desk, spread his 
legs, took a deep breath ... 
held it.

“You will be hearing from 
me.”

Mr. Turd pointed a long, 
tanned hairy old finger at 
Justin The Terrible as he 
stormed toward the door, 
flinging his entourage out 
of his way and snatching 

the journalism uniform 
order brochure out of the 
hands of one of the front 
desk ladies.

Justin turned and sat 
down at his desk and began 
to work his mouse.

Lori typed fast to catch up 
on her story on deadline.

The front desk women 
went on break together, 
scurried in a line, heads 
down, barking like geese, 
out the front, headed next 
door.

The restroom waterfall 
ran like classical back-
ground music

“So, yeah, you’re not 
gonna write the JFK thing 
this year?” 

Sully just talked right to 
Anatevka, since he was 
right fucking there.

“Is that a thing? The JFK 
Thing?” said Anatevka.

“It’s definitely a thing.”
“Nope.”
“You can’t say that,” said 

Sully.
“Make a long story short, 

you have no choice, a nar-
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rative is needed ... a shared 
view of an understanding 
of the world around us ... 
remember that.”

Anatevka watered the 
turd again to keep from 
having to write. He turned 
off the water in the re-
stroom, then got up to turn 
it on again. 

He answered the phone in 
the front office, stared out 
the front door, checked the 
AP wire.

He circled his desk and 
arranged the clutter.

He sat.
He looked for cigarettes 

in his top drawer, then all 
of his drawers. He put his 
hands next to his keyboard. 

With a toe he released his 
heels from his shoes. Now 
both shoes came off.

* * *
“Is there anyone out there 

who thinks he is up to date 
with world events? Wars, 
politics, environment. Gee-
zuz, I’m just saying. 

The thirty or forty thou-
sand people who die each 
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day from starvation? The 
thousands of acres of Ama-
zon forest that is supposed 
to be destroyed each day? 

The hole in the ozone 
layer growing faster than 
the bald spot on top of my 
head. Is that stuff real? 

And if it is, how do those 
numbers just keep rolling 
along and we’re still here, 
merrily going about our 
day?

I mean it’s fright-
ening, how much 
we don’t know 
– at least given 
my own personal 

perspective.

I don’t know how my car 
works.

I don’t know what or who 
determines the price of gas.

I don’t know how the 
financial system works, the 
stock market. 

My mind goes immedi-
ately blank, like post-hyp-
notic suggestion, at the 
mention of the phrase “deb-
it or credit?”

I don’t know how to pro-
duce my own food, clothes. 
I do not know how to build 
a house.

It goes on and on.
And I don’t know who is 

in charge of my life. 
I really don’t know if 

there is a God, what is 
really out there in the outer 
space, galaxies.

I don’t know how long I 
will live.

Some people are certain 
we will come back and live 
more lives. I’m not sure 
about that at all.

And what if there is a 
heaven? 

Is there anything more 
frightening to think about 
than something “never end-
ing,” even if it is heaven? 

How does something nev-
er end.

And I do not know who 
runs the country, the world. 

I know what I think, 
based on some reading 

between snacks, and what 

limited personal experience 

I have through just hanging 

around.
But as far as actually 

knowing, well, I don’t 
know.

Maybe it’s the best we cn 
do to take our perceptions, 
however limited, pack them 
in the ol’ Fred Flintstone 
lunch box, go out the door 
and go to work.

So here I am, with my 
lunchbox sitting here open 
and my jelly sandwich and 
Oreos on my desk …

Well … There is a place. 

Like no place on Earth. 
A land full of wonder, 

mystery, and danger! 

Some say to survive it: 
You need to be as mad as a 
hatter.

And if you come to un-
derstand this mad place, the 
others will tell you that you 
are entirely bonkers. 

But I’ll tell you a secret. 

All the best people are.
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... And there is one thing 
that I do know.

Lee Harvey Oswald did 
not kill John F. Kennedy.

This newspaper and ev-
ery other newspaper in the 
United States of America 
has been saying that for 
over 50 years, even though 
most Americans know it is 
not true.

And yet nobody 
complains, no-
body storms into 

the newspaper office de-
manding a correction. 

We regularly hear from 
parents upset over our 
spelling their child’s name 
wrong or forgetting their 
touchdown and heaven for-
bid we add one extra year 
to 96 in an obituary.

But when we falsely, on 
purpose, tell a lie about the 
most important event in 
United States History, for 
over 50 years, crickets. 

Nobody says nothing. 
We all go on as if we 

didn’t hear of read or see 
anything.

But it’s not true.
How this could have 

happened, this cover-up 
by every weekly and daily 
newspaper in the country is 
simply amazing.

Wouldn’t you say?
That’s what I would say.

John Kennedy deserves 
better than that. We all de-
serve better than that.

It takes but a few notes 
from that old song to make 
the eyes well up, of some-
body who lived during that 
time: Anybody here, seen 
my old friend John?

It all went downhill after 
that day. It hasn’t stopped 
or went sideways for even 
a moment, not until now, 
right here.

And in the words Of 
Larry The Middle School 
Principal, “you ain’t seen 
nothing yet.”

It’s not easy to have said 
this to you. 

But to me, it’s like when 
you read that novel where 

the writer tells you stuff 
you already know, well, 
there is a connection, I feel.

But it’s fairly dangerous, 
for the writer, for the read-
er, for all of us.

To look up and see what 
is right there on the end of 
our nose. ...

“Yer gonna die, Annie,” 
said Sully.

“Yep.”
He rolled his chair back, 

put his hands on his knees 
to push to stand, spread his 
legs, puffed his cheeks.

“There’s one more thing 
you don’t know,” said Sul-
ly.

“Like what?”
“Oh, nothing.”

Annie puffed his cheeks, 
took his stance, went all 
red.

And let one rip.
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“The taking of America has been both a simple and a very 

complex process. It has not been the result of a coup d’etat, 

although some aspects of the process resemble a coup. It has 

not been a process similar to the dictatorship takeovers in 

Germany, Italy and other fascist regimes. It has not been a 

process like the Communist ‘uprisings’ in Russia, Hungary 

and other Eastern European countries. 

“The taking of America has been a process unique in the 

history of the world. The one feature that makes it unique 

is that what was once the greatest democracy in the world 

has been taken over by a power control group without the 

knowledge of most of the American people, 

their congressional representatives, 

or the rest of the world.” 

— richArd e. SPrAgue 
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The CIA and the Media: 
50 Historical Facts the 
World Needs to Know
B Y  J A M E S  T R A C Y
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August 31, 2015 
Information Clearing House
Memory Hole Blog 

—  sinCe the end oF World 
War tWo the Central 
intelligenCe agenCy has 
been a major ForCe in us and 
Foreign neWs media, exerting 
considerable influence over 
what the public sees, hears 
and reads on a regular basis. 
CIA publicists and journalists 
alike will assert they have 
few, if any, relationships, yet 
the seldom acknowledged 
history of their intimate col-
laboration indicates a far dif-
ferent story–indeed, one that 
media historians are reluctant 
to examine.

When seriously 
practiced, the 
journalistic pro-

fession involves gathering 
information concerning in-
dividuals, locales, events, 
and issues. In theory such 
information informs people 
about their world, thereby 
strengthening “democracy.” 
This is exactly why reason 
news organizations and indi-
vidual journalists are tapped 
as assets by intelligence 
agencies and, as German 
the experiences of journalist 
Udo Ulfkotte (entry 47 be-
low) suggest, this practice is 

at least as widespread today 
as it was at the height of the 
Cold War.

Consider the coverups of 
election fraud in 2000 and 
2004, the events of Septem-
ber 11, 2001, the invasions 
Afghanistan and Iraq, the de-
stabilization of Syria, and the 
creation of “ISIS.” These are 
among the most significant 
events in recent world histo-
ry, and yet they are also those 
much of the American public 
is wholly ignorant of. In an 
era where information and 
communication technologies 
are ubiquitous, prompting 
many to harbor the illusion 
of being well-informed, one 
must ask why this condition 
persists.

Further, why do prominent 
US journalists routinely fail 
to question other deep events 
that shape America’s trag-
ic history over the past half 
century, such as the political 
assassinations of the 1960s, 
or the central role played by 
the CIA major role in interna-
tional drug trafficking?
Popular and academic com-
mentators have suggested 
various reasons for the almost 
universal failure of main-
stream journalism in these ar-
eas, including newsroom so-

ciology, advertising pressure, 
monopoly ownership, news 
organizations’ heavy reliance 
on “official” sources, and 
journalists’ simple quest for 
career advancement. There is 
also, no doubt, the influence 
of professional public rela-
tions maneuvers. Yet such a 
broad conspiracy of silence 
suggests another province of 
deception examined far too 
infrequently—specifically the 
CIA and similar intelligence 
agencies’ continued involve-
ment in the news media to 
mold thought and opinion in 
ways scarcely imagined by 
the lay public.

The following historical and 
contemporary facts–by no 
means exhaustive–provides 
a glimpse of how the power 
such entities possess to influ-
ence if not determine popular 
memory and what respectable 
institutions deem to be the 
historical record.
1.The CIA’s Operation 
MOCKINGBIRD is a 
long-recognised keystone 
among researchers pointing 
to the Agency’s clear interest 
in and relationship to major 
US news media. MOCK-
INGBIRD grew out of the 
CIA’s forerunner, the Office 
for Strategic Services (OSS, 
1942-47), which during 
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World War Two had 
established a network of 
journalists and psycho-
logical warfare experts 
operating primarily in 
the European theatre.

2. Many of the relation-
ships forged under OSS 
auspices were carried 
over into the postwar era 
through a State Depart-
ment-run organization 
called the Office of Pol-
icy Coordination (OPC) 
overseen by OSS staffer 
Frank Wisner.

3. The OPC “became 
the fastest-growing unit 
within the nascent CIA,” 
historian Lisa Pease 
observes, “rising in personnel 
from 302 in 1949 to 2,812 
in 1952, along with 3,142 
overseas contract personnel. 
In the same period, the bud-
get rose from $4.7 million 
to $82 million.” Lisa Pease, 
“The Media and the Assassi-
nation,” in James DiEugenio 
and Lisa Pease, The Assassi-
nations: Probe Magazine on 
JFK, MLK, RFK and Mal-
colm X, Port Townsend, WA, 
2003, 300.

4. Like many career CIA 
officers, eventual CIA Direc-
tor/Director of Central Intel-

ligence (DCI) Richard Helms 
was recruited out of the press 
corps by his own supervisor 
at the United Press Interna-
tional’s Berlin Bureau to join 
in the OSS’s fledgling “black 
propaganda” program. “‘[Y]
ou’re a natural,” Helms’ boss 
remarked. Richard Helms, 
A Look Over My Shoulder: 
A Life in the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, New York: 
Random House, 2003, 30-31.

5. Wisner tapped Marshall 
Plan funds to pay for his 
division’s early exploits, 
money his branch referred 
to as “candy.” “We couldn’t 

spend it all,” CIA agent Gil-
bert Greenway recalls. “I 
remember once meeting with 
Wisner and the comptroller. 
My God, I said, how can we 
spend that? There were no 
limits, and nobody had to ac-
count for it. It was amazing.” 
Frances Stonor Saunders, The 
Cultural Cold War: The CIA 
and the World of Arts and 
Letters, New York: The New 
Press, 2000, 105.

6. When the OPC was 
merged with the Office of 
Special Operations in 1948 
to create the CIA, OPC’s 
media assets were likewise 
absorbed.

7. Wisner maintained the top 
secret “Propaganda Assets 
Inventory,” better known 
as “Wisner’s Wurlitzer”—a 
virtual rolodex of over 800 
news and information entities 
prepared to play whatever 
tune Wisner chose. “The 
network included journalists, 
columnists, book publishers, 
editors, entire organizations 
such as Radio Free Europe, 
and stringers across multiple 
news organizations.” Pease, 
“The Media and the Assassi-
nation,” 300.

8. A few years after Wisner’s 
operation was up-and-run-
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ning he “’owned’ respected 
members of the New York 
Times, Newsweek, CBS, and 
other communication vehi-
cles, plus stringers, four to 
six hundred in all, according 
to a CIA analyst. Each one 
was a separate ‘operation,’” 
investigative journalist Debo-
rah Davis notes, “requiring a 
code name, a field supervisor, 
and a field office, at an annu-
al cost of tens or hundreds of 
thousands of dollars—there 
has never been an accurate 
accounting.” Deborah Davis, 
Katharine the Great: Katha-
rine Graham and the Wash-
ington Post, Second Edition, 
Bethesda MD: National Press 
Inc, 1987, 139.

9. Psychological operations 
in the form of journalism 
were perceived as necessary 
to influence and direct mass 
opinion, as well as elite per-
spectives. “[T]he President of 
the United States, the Secre-
tary of State, Congressmen 
and even the Director of the 
CIA himself will read, be-
lieve, and be impressed by a 
report from Cy Sulzberger, 
Arnaud de Borchgrave, or 
Stewart Alsop when they 
don’t even bother to read a 
CIA report on the same sub-
ject,” noted CIA agent Miles 
Copeland. Cited in Pease, 

“The Media and the Assassi-
nation,” 301.

10. By the mid-to-late 
1950s, Darrell Garwood 
points out, the Agency sought 
to limit criticism directed 
against covert activity and 
bypass congressional over-
sight or potential judicial 
interference by “infiltrat[ing] 
the groves of academia, the 
missionary corps, the edi-
torial boards of influential 
journal and book publishers, 
and any other quarters where 
public attitudes could be 
effectively influenced.” Dar-
rell Garwood, Under Cover: 
Thirty-Five Years of CIA 
Deception, New York: Grove 
Press, 1985, 250. 

11. The CIA frequently 
intercedes in editorial deci-
sion-making. For example, 
when the Agency proceeded 
to wage an overthrow of the 
Arbenz regime in Guatema-
la in 1954, Allen and John 
Foster Dulles, President 
Eisenhower’s Secretary of 
State and CIA Director re-
spectively, called upon New 
York Times publisher Arthur 
Hays Sulzberger to reassign 
reporter Sydney Gruson 
from Guatemala to Mexico 
City. Sulzberger thus placed 
Gruson in Mexico City with 

the rationale that some reper-
cussions from the revolution 
might be felt in Mexico. 
Pease, “The Media and the 
Assassination,” 302.

12. Since the early 1950s 
the CIA “has secretly bank-
rolled numerous foreign press 
services, periodicals and 
newspapers—both English 
and foreign language—which 
provided excellent cover for 
CIA operatives,” Carl Bern-
stein reported in 1977. “One 
such publication was the 
Rome Daily American, forty 
percent of which was owned 
by the CIA until the 1970s.” 
Carl Bernstein, “The CIA and 
the Media,” Rolling Stone, 
October 20, 1977.

13. The CIA exercised infor-
mal liaisons with news media 
executives, in contrast to its 
relationships with salaried 
reporters and stringers, “who 
were much more subject to 
direction from the Agency” 
according to Bernstein. “A 
few executives—Arthur Hays 
Sulzberger of the New York 
Times among them—signed 
secrecy agreements. But such 
formal understandings were 
rare: relationships between 
Agency officials and me-
dia executives were usually 
social—’The P and Q Street 



49 penn magazine / September 2018

axis in Georgetown,’ said one 
source. ‘You don’t tell Wil-
liam Paley to sign a piece of 
paper saying he won’t fink.’” 
Director of CBS William 
Paley’s personal “friendship 
with CIA Director Dulles is 
now known to have been one 
of the most influential and 
significant in the communica-
tions industry,” author Debo-
ra Davis explains. “He pro-
vided cover for CIA agents, 
supplied out-takes of news 
film, permitted the debrief-
ing of reporters, and in many 
ways set the standard for the 
cooperation between the CIA 
and major broadcast compa-
nies which lasted until the 
mid-1970s.” Deborah Davis, 
Katharine the Great: Katha-
rine Graham and the Wash-
ington Post, Second Edition, 
Bethesda MD: National Press 
Inc, 1987, 175.

14. “The Agency’s relation-
ship with the Times was by 
far its most valuable among 
newspapers, according to 
CIA officials,” Bernstein 
points out in his key 1977 
article. “From 1950 to 1966, 
about ten CIA employees 
were provided Times cover 
under arrangements approved 
by the newspaper’s late pub-
lisher, Arthur Hays Sulzberg-
er. The cover arrangements 

were part of a general Times 
policy—set by Sulzberger—
to provide assistance to the 
CIA whenever possible.” In 
addition, Sulzberger was a 
close friend of CIA Director 
Allen Dulles. “’At that level 
of contact it was the mighty 
talking to the mighty,’ said a 
high level CIA official who 
was present at some of the 
discussions. ‘There was an 
agreement in principle that, 
yes indeed, we would help 
each other. The question of 
cover came up on several 
occasions. It was agreed 
that the actual arrangements 
would be handled by subor-
dinates…. The mighty didn’t 
want to know the specifics; 
they wanted plausible deni-
ability.'” Bernstein, “The CIA 
and the Media.”

15. CBS’s Paley worked 
reciprocally with the CIA, 
allowing the Agency to uti-
lize network resources and 
personnel. “It was a form 
of assistance that a number 
of wealthy persons are now 
generally known to have ren-
dered the CIA through their 
private interests,” veteran 
broadcast journalist Daniel 
Schorr wrote in 1977. “It sug-
gested to me, however, that 
a relationship of confidence 
and trust had existed between 

him and the agency.” Schorr 
points to “clues indicating 
that CBS had been infiltrat-
ed.” For example, “A news 
editor remembered the CIA 
officer who used to come 
to the radio control room in 
New York in the early morn-
ing, and, with the permission 
of persons unknown, lis-
tened to CBS correspondents 
around the world recording 
their ‘spots’ for the ‘World 
News Roundup’ and discuss-
ing events with the editor on 
duty. Sam Jaffe claimed that 
when he applied in 1955 for 
a job with CBS, a CIA offi-
cer told him that he would be 
hired–which he subsequent-
ly was. He was told that he 
would be sent to Moscow–
which he subsequently was; 
he was assigned in 1960 to 
cover the trial of U-2 pilot 
Francis Gary Powers. [Rich-
ard] Salant told me,” Schorr 
continues, “that when he first 
became president of CBS 
News in 1961, a CIA case of-
ficer called saying he wanted 
to continue the ‘long standing 
relationship known to Paley 
and [CBS president Frank] 
Stanton, but Salant was told 
by Stanton there was no 
obligation that he knew of” 
(276). Schorr, Daniel. Clear-
ing the Air, Boston: Hough-
ton Mifflin, 1977, 277, 276.
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“The first settlers of America imagined paradise, God’s city made visible 
on earth. Grand rhetoric for a pregnancy, it was, like all births, bloodier and 
messier than anyone imagined at the moment of conception. English Puritans 
who came to build a just and godly order began by trying to exterminate Indi-
an tribes. They tried to revise the English class system of rich landowners and 
poor yeomen by sharing a common bounty, but this lasted only until some-
body realized that true profit lay in landowning, here as in England. The same 
settlers who declared with Proudhon that ’property is theft’ wound up work-
ing as real estate agents. Old European habits of success died hard. 
“Hypocrisy is not unusual in human history; it is the order of the day. What 
has always been usual in the United States is the high-toned rhetoric that ac-
companied our behavior, our fine honing of the art of sweeping contradictions 
under the rug with our eternal blank optimism. But if we examined, without 
sentimentality, the failures and contradictions of our own history, it would 
damage beyond repair the power of that public rhetoric, would remove the 
arch-brick from the structure of the false self we have built for ourselves, in 
Minnesota as elsewhere. 
“I labored under the weight of that rhetoric as a boy, and when I am tired 
now, I labor under it still. It is the language of football, a successful high 
school life, and earnest striving and deliberate ignoring, money, false cheer-
fulness, mumbling about weather. Its music is composed by the radio, com-
mercials for helpful banks and deodorants breathing out at you between stan-
zas [...] you are serenaded by tiny orchestras hidden in elevators or in rafters 
above discount stores. It is the music of tomorrow and tomorrow and tomor-
row. It is not what Whitman had in mind by beating and pounding for the 
dead. True dead, unlike false dead, hear what we sing to them.” 
                                                                                                — bill holm
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16. National Enquirer pub-
lisher Gene Pope Jr. worked 
briefly on the CIA’s Italy 
desk in the early 1950s and 
maintained close ties with 
the Agency thereafter. Pope 
refrained from publishing 
dozens of stories with “de-
tails of CIA kidnappings and 
murders, enough stuff for a 
year’s worth of headlines” 
in order to “collect chits, 
IOUs,” Pope’s son writes. 
“He figured he’d never know 
when he might need them, 
and those IOUs would come 
in handy when he got to 20 
million circulation. When 
that happened, he’d have the 
voice to be almost his own 
branch of government and 
would need the cover.” Paul 
David Pope, The Deeds of 
My Fathers: How My Grand-
father and Father Built New 
York and Created the Tabloid 
World of Today, New York: 
Phillip Turner/Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2010, 309, 310.

17. One explosive story 
Pope’s National Enquirer‘s 
refrained from publishing in 
the late 1970s centered on 
excerpts from a long-sought 
after diary of President Ken-
nedy’s lover, Mary Pinchot 
Meyer, who was murdered 
on October 12, 1964. “The 
reporters who wrote the 

story were even able to place 
James Jesus Angleton, the 
CIA’s head of counterintel-
ligence operations, at the 
scene.” Another potential 
story drew on “documents 
proving that [Howard] 
Hughes and the CIA had been 
connected for years and that 
the CIA was giving Hughes 
money to secretly fund, with 
campaign donations, twen-
ty-seven congressmen and 
senators who sat on sub-com-
mittees critical to the agency. 

There are also fifty-three in-
ternational companies named 
and sourced as CIA fronts .. 
and even a list of reporters 
for mainstream media organi-
zations who were playing ball 
with the agency.” Pope, The 
Deeds of My Fathers, 309.

18. Angleton, who oversaw 
the Agency counterintelli-
gence branch for 25 years, 
“ran a completely indepen-
dent group entirely separate 
cadre of journalist operatives 
who performed sensitive and 
frequently dangerous assign-
ments; little is known about 
this group for the simple 
reason that Angleton deliber-
ately kept only the vaguest of 
files.” Bernstein, “The CIA 
and the Media.” 

19. The CIA conducted a 
“formal training program” 
during the 1950s for the sole 
purpose of instructing its 
agents to function as news-
men. “Intelligence officers 
were ‘taught to make noises 
like reporters,’ explained a 
high CIA official, and were 
then placed in major news 
organizations with help from 
management. These were the 
guys who went through the 
ranks and were told ‘You’re 
going to he a journalist,’” 
the CIA official said.” The 
Agency’s preference, howev-
er, was to engage journalists 
who were already established 
in the industry. Bernstein, 
“The CIA and the Media.” 

20. Newspaper columnists 
and broadcast journalists with 
household names have been 
known to maintain close ties 
with the Agency. “There are 
perhaps a dozen well known 
columnists and broadcast 
commentators whose rela-
tionships with the CIA go 
far beyond those normally 
maintained between reporters 
and their sources,” Bernstein 
maintains. “They are referred 
to at the Agency as ‘known 
assets’ and can be counted 
on to perform a variety of 
undercover tasks; they are 
considered receptive to the 
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Agency’s point of view on 
various subjects.” Bernstein, 
“The CIA and the Media.” 

21. Frank Wisner, Allen 
Dulles, and Washington Post 
publisher Phillip Graham 
were close associates, and 
the Post developed into one 
of the most influential news 
organs in the United States 
due to its ties with the CIA. 
The Post managers’ “indi-
vidual relations with intel-
ligence had in fact been the 
reason the Post Company 
had grown as fast as it did 
after the war,” Davis (172) 
observes. “[T]heir secrets 
were its corporate secrets, 
beginning with MOCKING-
BIRD. Phillip Graham’s 
commitment to intelligence 
had given his friends Frank 
Wisner an interest in helping 
to make the Washington Post 
the dominant news vehicle 
in Washington, which they 
had done by assisting with its 
two most crucial acquisitions, 
the Times-Herald and WTOP 
radio and television stations.” 
Davis, Katharine the Great: 
Katharine Graham and the 
Washington Post, 172.

22. In the wake of World 
War One the Woodrow Wil-
son administration placed 
journalist and author Walter 

Lippmann in charge of re-
cruiting agents for the In-
quiry, a first-of-its-kind ul-
tra-secret civilian intelligence 
organization whose role 
involved ascertaining infor-
mation to prepare Wilson for 
the peace negotiations, as 
well as identify foreign natu-
ral resources for Wall Street 
speculators and oil compa-
nies. The activities of this 
organization served as a pro-
totype for the function even-
tually performed by the CIA, 
namely “planning, collecting, 
digesting, and editing the raw 
data,” notes historian Servan-
do Gonzalez. “This roughly 
corresponds to the CIA’s 
intelligence cycle: planning 
and direction, collection, 
processing, production and 
analysis, and dissemination.” 
Most Inquiry members would 
later become members of 
the Council on Foreign Re-
lations. Lippmann would go 
on to become the Washington 
Post’s best known colum-
nists. Servando Gonzalez, 
Psychological Warfare and 
the New World Order: The 
Secret War Against the Amer-
ican People, Oakland, CA: 
Spooks Books, 2010, 50.

23. The two most prominent 
US newsweeklies, Time and 
Newsweek, kept close ties 

with the CIA. “Agency files 
contain written agreements 
with former foreign corre-
spondents and stringers for 
both the weekly newsmag-
azines,” according to Carl 
Bernstein. “Allen Dulles 
often interceded with his 
good friend, the late Henry 
Luce, founder of Time and 
Life magazines, who readi-
ly allowed certain members 
of his staff to work for the 
Agency and agreed to pro-
vide jobs and credentials for 
other CIA operatives who 
lacked journalistic experi-
ence.”  Bernstein, “The CIA 
and the Media.” 

24. In his autobiography for-
mer CIA officer E. Howard 
Hunt quotes Bernstein’s “The 
CIA and the Media” article 
at length. “I know nothing 
to contradict this report,” 
Hunt declares, suggesting 
the investigative journalist of 
Watergate fame didn’t go far 
enough. “Bernstein further 
identified some of the coun-
try’s top media executives 
as being valuable assets to 
the agency … But the list 
of organizations that coop-
erated with the agency was 
a veritable ‘Who’s Who’ of 
the media industry, including 
ABC, NBC, the Associated 
Press, UPI, Reuters, Hearst 
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Newspapers, Scripps-How-
ard, Newsweek magazine, 
and others.” E. Howard Hunt, 
American Spy: My Secret 
History in the CIA, Water-
gate, and Beyond, Hoboken 
NJ: John Wiley & Sons, 
2007, 150.

25. When the first major 
exposé of the CIA emerged 
in 1964 with the publication 
of The Invisible Government 
by journalists David Wise 
and Thomas B. Ross, the CIA 
considered purchasing the 
entire printing to keep the 
book from the public, yet in 

the end judged against it. “To 
an extent that is only begin-
ning to be perceived, this 
shadow government is shap-
ing the lives of 190,000,000 
Americans” authors Wise 
and Ross write in the book’s 
preamble. “Major decisions 
involving peace and war are 
taking place out of public 
view. An informed citizen 
might come to suspect that 
the foreign policy of the 
United States often works 
publicly in one direction and 
secretly through the Invisible 
Government in just the op-
posite direction.”Lisa Pease, 

“When the CIA’s 
Empire Struck Back,” 
Consortiumnews.com, 
February 6, 2014.

26. Agency infiltra-
tion of the news media 
shaped public percep-
tion of deep events and 
undergirded the official 
explanations of such 
events. For example, 
the Warren Commis-
sion’s report on Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy’s 
assassination was met 
with almost unani-
mous approval by US 
media outlets. “I have 
never seen an official 
report greeted with 
such universal praise 

as that accorded the Warren 
Commission’s findings when 
they were made public on 
September 24, 1964,” recalls 
investigative reporter Fred 
Cook. “All the major televi-
sion networks devoted spe-
cial programs and analyses 
to the report; the next day the 
newspapers ran long col-
umns detailing its findings, 
accompanied by special news 
analyses and editorials. The 
verdict was unanimous. The 
report answered all questions, 
left no room for doubt. Lee 
Harvey Oswald, alone and 
unaided, had assassinated 
the president of the United 
States.” Fred J. Cook, Maver-
ick: Fifty Years of Investiga-
tive Reporting, G.P. Putnam’s 
Sons, 1984, 276.

27. In late 1966 the New 
York Times began an inquiry 
on the numerous questions 
surrounding President Kenne-
dy’s assassination that were 
not satisfactorily dealt with 
by the Warren Commission. 
“It was never completed,” au-
thor Jerry Policoff observes, 
“nor would the New York 
Times ever again question the 
findings of the Warren Com-
mission.” When the story 
was being developed the lead 
reporter at the Times‘ Hous-
ton bureau “said that he and 



54 penn magazine / September 2018

others came up with ‘a lot of 
unanswered questions’ that 
the Times didn’t bother to 
pursue. ‘I’d be off on a good 
lead and then somebody’d 
call me off and send me out 
to California on another story 
or something. We never really 
detached anyone for this. We 
weren’t really serious.'” Jerry 
Policoff, “The Media and the 
Murder of John Kennedy,” 
in Peter Dale Scott, Paul L. 
Hoch and Russell Stetler, 
eds., The Assassinations: Dal-
las and Beyond, New York: 
Vintage, 1976, 265.

28. When New Orleans Dis-
trict Attorney Jim Garrison 
embarked on an investigation 
of the JFK assassination in 
1966 centering on Lee Har-
vey Oswald’s presence in 
New Orleans in the months 
leading up to November, 
22, 1963, “he was cross-
whipped with two hurricane 
blasts, one from Washington 
and one from New York,” 
historian James DiEugenio 
explains. The first, of course, 
was from the government, 
specifically the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, the FBI, and 
to a lesser extent, the White 
House. The blast from New 
York was from the major 
mainstream media e.g. Time-
Life and NBC. Those two 

communication giants were 
instrumental in making Gar-
rison into a lightening rod for 
ridicule and criticism. This 
orchestrated campaign … 
was successful in diverting 
attention from what Garrison 
was uncovering by creating 
controversy about the DA 
himself.”  DiEugenio, Pref-
ace, in William Davy, Let 
Justice Be Done: New Light 
on the Jim Garrison Inves-
tigation, Reston VA: Jordan 
Publishing, 1999.

29. The CIA and other US 
intelligence agencies used 
the news media to sabotage 
Garrison’s 1966-69 inde-
pendent investigation of the 
Kennedy assassination. Gar-
rison presided over the only 
law enforcement agency with 
subpoena power to serious-
ly delve into the intricate 
details surrounding JFK’s 
murder. One of Garrison’s 
key witnesses, Gordon Nov-
el, fled New Orleans to avoid 
testifying before the Grand 
Jury assembled by Garrison. 
According to DiEugenio, 
CIA Director Allen “Dulles 
and the Agency would be-
gin to connect the fugitive 
from New Orleans with over 
a dozen CIA friendly jour-
nalists who—in a blatant 
attempt to destroy Garrison’s 

reputation—would proceed to 
write up the most outrageous 
stories imaginable about the 
DA.” James DiEugenio, Des-
tiny Betrayed: JFK, Cuba, 
and The Garrison Case, Sec-
ond Edition, New York: Sky-
Horse Publishing, 2012, 235.

30. CIA officer Victor Mar-
chetti recounted to author 
William Davy that in 1967 
while attending staff meet-
ings as an assistant to then-
CIA Director Richard Helms, 
“Helms expressed great 
concerns over [former OSS 
officer, CIA operative and 
primary suspect in Jim Gar-
rison’s investigation Clay] 
Shaw’s predicament, asking 
his staff, ‘Are we giving them 
all the help we can down 
there?'” William Davy, Let 
Justice Be Done: New Light 
on the Jim Garrison Inves-
tigation, Reston VA: Jordan 
Publishing, 1999.

31. The pejorative dimen-
sions of the term “conspiracy 
theory” were introduced into 
the Western lexicon by CIA 
“media assets,” as evidenced 
in the design laid out by Doc-
ument 1035-960 Concerning 
Criticism of the Warren Re-
port, an Agency communiqué 
issued in early 1967 to Agen-
cy bureaus throughout the 
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world at a time when attorney 
Mark Lane’s Rush to Judg-
ment was atop bestseller lists 
and New Orleans DA Gar-
rison’s investigation of the 
Kennedy assassination began 
to gain traction.

32. Time had close relations 
with the CIA stemming from 
the friendship of the maga-
zine’s publisher Henry Luce 
and Eisenhower CIA chief 
Allen Dulles. When former 
newsman Richard Helms was 
appointed DCI in 1966 he 
“began to cultivate the press,” 
prompting journalists toward 
conclusions that placed the 
Agency in a positive light. As 
Time Washington correspon-
dent Hugh Sidney recollects, 
“‘[w]ith [John] McCone and 
[Richard] Helms, we had a 
set-up when the magazine 
was doing something on the 
CIA, we went to them and 
put it before them … We 
were never misled.’ Similarly, 
when Newsweek decided in 
the fall of 1971 to do a cov-
er story on Richard Helms 
and ‘The New Espionage,’ 
the magazine, according to a 
Newsweek staffer, went di-
rectly to the agency for much 
of the information. And the 
article … generally reflected 
the line that Helms was trying 
so hard to sell: that since the 

latter 1960s … the focus of 
attention and prestige with-
in CIA’ had switched from 
the Clandestine Services to 
the analysis of intelligence, 
and that ‘the vast majority 
of recruits are bound for’ the 
Intelligence Directorate.” 
Victor Marchetti and John D. 
Marks, The CIA and the Cult 
of Intelligence, New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1974, 362-
363.

33. In 1970 Jim Garrison 
wrote and published the 
semi-autobiographical A 
Heritage of Stone, a work 
that examines how the New 
Orleans DA “discovered 
that the CIA operated with-
in the borders of the United 
States, and how it took the 
CIA six months to reply to 
the Warren Commission’s 
question of whether Oswald 
and [Jack] Ruby had been 
with the Agency,” Garrison 
biographer and Temple Uni-
versity humanities professor 
Joan Mellen observes. “In 
response to A Heritage of 
Stone, the CIA rounded up 
its media assets” and the 
book was panned by re-
viewers writing for the New 
York Times, the Los Ange-
les Times, the Washington 
Post, the Chicago Sun Times, 
and Life magazine. “John 

Leonard’s New York Times 
review went through a meta-
morphosis,” Mellen explains. 
“The original last paragraph 
challenged the Warren Re-
port: ‘Something stinks about 
this whole affair,’ Leonard 
wrote. ‘Why were Kennedy’s 
neck organs not examined 
at Bethesda for evidence of 
a frontal shot? Why was his 
body whisked away to Wash-
ington before the legally re-
quired Texas inquest? Why?’ 
This paragraph evaporated in 
later editions of the Times. A 
third of a column gone, the 
review then ended: ‘Frankly 
I prefer to believe that the 
Warren Commission did a 
poor job, rather than a dis-
honest one. I like to think that 
Garrison invents monsters to 
explain incompetence.'” Joan 
Mellen, A Farewell to Justice: 
Jim Garrison, JFK’s Assas-
sination, and the Case That 
Should Have Changed Histo-
ry, Washington DC: Potomac 
Books, 2005, 323, 324.

34. CIA Deputy Director 
for Plans Cord Meyer Jr. 
appealed to Harper & Row 
president emeritus Cass 
Canfield Sr. over the book 
publisher’s pending release of 
Alfred McCoy’s The Politics 
of Heroin in Southeast Asia, 
based on the author’s field-
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“She was eliminated because she knew too much. 
People are eliminated. ... They just need to be disposed of. 

And don’t ever believe what you read in the papers. It’s all made up.”

– Joe Shimon, CIA agent, speaking to his daughter, Toni, 
in “Mary’s Mosaic,” by Peter Janney



work and Yale PhD disserta-
tion wherein he examined the 
CIA’s explicit role in the opi-
um trade. “Claiming my book 
was a threat to national se-
curity,” McCoy recalls, “the 
CIA official had asked Harper 
& Row to suppress it. To 
his credit, Mr. Canfield had 
refused. But he had agreed to 
review the manuscript prior 
to publication.” Alfred W. 
McCoy, The Politics of Her-
oin: CIA Complicity in the 
Global Drug Trade, Chicago 
Review Press, 2003, xx.

35. Publication of The Se-
cret Team, a book by US Air 
Force Colonel and Penta-
gon-CIA liaison L. Fletcher 
Prouty recounting the au-
thor’s firsthand knowledge of 
CIA black operations and es-
pionage, was met with a wide 
scale censorship campaign in 
1972. “The campaign to kill 
the book was nationwide and 
world-wide,” Prouty notes. 
“It was removed from the 
Library of Congress and from 
college libraries as letters 
I received attested all too 
frequently … I was a writer 
whose book had been can-
celled by a major publisher 
[Prentice Hall] and a major 
paperback publisher [Ballan-
tine Books] under the per-
suasive hand of the CIA.” L. 

Fletcher Prouty, The Secret 
Team: The CIA and Its Al-
lies in Control of the United 
States and the World, New 
York: SkyHorse Publishing, 
2008, xii, xv.

36. During the Pike Com-
mittee hearings in 1975 Con-
gressman Otis Pike asked 
DCI William Colby, “Do you 
have any people paid by the 
CIA who are working for 
television networks?” Colby 
responded, “This, I think, 
gets into the kind of details, 
Mr. Chairman, that I’d like 
to get into in executive ses-
sion.” Once the chamber was 
cleared Colby admitted that 
in 1975 specifically “the 
CIA was using ‘media cov-
er’ for eleven agents, many 
fewer than in the heyday of 
the cloak-and-pencil op-
erations, but no amount of 
questioning would persuade 
him to talk about the pub-
lishers and network chief-
tains who had cooperated at 
the top.” Schorr, Clearing 
the Air, 275.

37. “There is quite an 
incredible spread of re-
lationships,” former CIA 
intelligence officer William 
Bader informed a US Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee 
investigating the CIA’s in-

filtration of the nation’s jour-
nalistic outlets. “You don’t 
need to manipulate Time 
magazine, for example, be-
cause there are Agency peo-
ple at the management level.” 
Bernstein, “The CIA and the 
Media.”

38. In 1985 film historian 
and professor Joseph Mc-
Bride came across a Novem-
ber 29, 1963 memorandum 
from J. Edgar Hoover, titled, 
“Assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy,” wherein 
the FBI director stated that 
his agency provided two in-
dividuals with briefings, one 
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of whom was “Mr. George 
Bush of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency.” ” When Mc-
Bride queried the CIA with 
the memo a “PR man was 
tersely formal and opaque: 
‘I can neither confirm nor 
deny.’ It was the standard 
response the agency gave 
when it dealt with its sourc-
es and methods,” journalist 
Russ Baker notes. When 
McBride published a story in 
The Nation, “The Man Who 
Wasn’t There, ‘George Bush,’ 
C.I.A. Operative,” the CIA 
came forward with a state-
ment that the George Bush 
referenced in the FBI record 
“apparently” referenced a 
George William Bush, who 
filled a perfunctory night shift 
position at CIA headquarters 
that “would have been the 
appropriate place to receive 
such a report.” McBride 
tracked down George Wil-
liam Bush to confirm he was 
only employed briefly as a 
“probationary civil servant” 
who had “never received 
interagency briefings.” Short-
ly thereafter The Nation ran 
a second story by McBride 
wherein “the author provided 
evidence that the Central In-
telligence Agency had foisted 
a lie on the American people 
… As with McBride’s previ-
ous story, this disclosure was 

greeted with the equivalent 
of a collective media yawn.” 
Since the episode researchers 
have found documents link-
ing George H. W. Bush to the 
CIA as early as 1953. Russ 
Baker, Family of Secrets: 
The Bush Dynasty, America’s 
Invisible Government, and 
the Hidden History of the 
Last Fifty Years, New York: 
Bloomsbury Press, 2009, 
7-12.

39. Operation Gladio, the 
well-documented collabo-
ration between Western spy 
agencies, including the CIA, 
and NATO involving coor-
dinated terrorist shootings 
and bombings of civilian 
targets throughout Europe 
from the late 1960s through 
the 1980s, has been effec-
tively expunged from major 
mainstream news outlets. A 
LexisNexis Academic search 
conducted in 2012 for “Op-
eration Gladio” retrieved 31 
articles in English language 
news media—most appear-
ing in British newspapers. 
Only four articles discussing 
Gladio ever appeared in US 
publications—three in the 
New York Times and one 
brief mention in the Tampa 
Bay Times. With the excep-
tion of a 2009 BBC docu-
mentary, no network or cable 

news broadcast has ever ref-
erenced the state-sponsored 
terror operation. Almost all 
of the articles referencing 
Gladio appeared in 1990 
when Italian Prime Minister 
Giulio Andreotti publicly 
admitted Italy’s participation 
in the process. The New York 
Times downplayed any US 
involvement, misleadingly 
designating Gladio “an Italian 
creation” in a story buried on 
page A16. In reality, former 
CIA director William Colby 
revealed in his memoirs that 
covert paramilitaries were a 
significant agency undertak-
ing set up after World War 
II, including “the smallest 
possible coterie of the most 
reliable people, in Washing-
ton [and] NATO.” James F. 
Tracy, “False Flag Terror and 
Conspiracies of Silence,” 
Global Research, August 10, 
2012.

40. Days before the April 
19, 1995 bombing of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City 
DCI William Colby confided 
to his friend, Nebraska State 
Senator John DeCamp his 
personal concerns over the 
Militia and Patriot movement 
within the United States, then 
surging in popularity due to 
the use of the alternative me-
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dia of that era–books, period-
icals, cassette tapes, and radio 
broadcasts. “I watched as the 
Anti-War movement rendered 
it impossible for this country 
to conduct or win the Viet-
nam War,” Colby remarked. 
“I tell you, dear friend, that 
the Militia and Patriot move-
ment in which, as an attor-
ney, you have become one 
of the centerpieces, is far 
more significant and far more 
dangerous for American than 
the Anti-War movement ever 
was, if it is not intelligently 
dealt with. And I really mean 
this.” David Hoffman, The 
Oklahoma City Bombing and 
the Politics of Terror, Venice 
CA: Feral House, 1998, 367.

41. Shortly after the ap-
pearance of journalist Gary 
Webb’s “Dark Alliance” se-
ries in the San Jose Mercury 
News chronicling the Agen-
cy’s involvement in drug 
trafficking, the CIA’s public 
affairs division embarked 
on a campaign to counter 
what it termed “a genuine 
public relations crisis for the 

Agency.” Webb was merely 
reporting to a large audience 
what had already been well 
documented by scholars such 
as Alfred McCoy and Peter 
Dale Scott, and the 1989 
Kerry Committee Report on 
Iran-Contra—that the CIA 
had long been involved in 
the illegal transnational drug 
trade. Such findings were 
upheld in 1999 in a study 
by the CIA inspector gener-
al. Nevertheless, beginning 
shortly after Webb’s series 
ran, “CIA media spokesmen 
would remind reporters seek-
ing comment that this series 
represented no real news,” 
a CIA internal organ noted, 
“in that similar charges were 
made in the 1980s and were 
investigated by the Congress 
and were found to be without 
substance. Reporters were 
encouraged to read the “Dark 
Alliance’ series closely and 
with a critical eye to what 
allegations could actually be 
backed with evidence.” http://
www.foia.cia.gov/sites/de-
fault/files/DOC_0001372115.
42. On December 10, 2004 

investigative journalist Gary 
Webb died of two .38 caliber 
gunshot wounds to the head. 
The coroner ruled the death 
a suicide. “Gary Webb was 
MURDERED,” concluded 
FBI senior special agent Ted 
Gunderson in 2005. “He 
(Webb) resisted the first shot 
[to the head that exited via 
jaw] so he was shot again 
with the second shot going 
into the head [brain].” Gun-
derson regards the theory that 
Webb could have managed to 
shoot himself twice as “im-
possible!” Charlene Fassa, 
“Gary Webb: More Pieces in 
the Suicided Puzzle,” Rense.
com, December 11, 2005.

43. The most revered jour-
nalists who receive “exclu-
sive” information and access 
to the corridors of power are 
typically the most subservient 
to officialdom and often have 
intelligence ties. Those grant-
ed such access understand 
that they must likewise up-
hold government-sanctioned 
narratives. For example, the 
New York Times’ Tom Wick-
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er reported on November 22, 
1963 that President John F. 
Kennedy “was hit by a bullet 
in the throat, just below the 
Adam’s apple.” Yet his ac-
count went to press before the 
official story of a single as-
sassin shooting from the rear 
became established. Wicker 
was chastised through “lost 
access, complaints to editors 
and publishers, social penal-
ties, leaks to competitors, a 
variety of responses no one 
wants.” Barrie Zwicker, Tow-
ers of Deception: The Media 
Coverup of 9/11, Gabrioloa 
Island, BC: New Society 
Publishers, 2006, 169-170.

44. The CIA actively pro-
motes a desirable public im-
age of its history and function 
by advising the production of 
Hollywood vehicles, such as 
Argo and Zero Dark Thirty. 
The Agency retains “enter-
tainment industry liaison of-
ficers” on its staff that “plant 
positive images about itself 
(in other words, propaganda) 
through our most popular 
forms of entertainment,” 

Tom Hayden explains in the 
LA Review of Books. “So 
natural has the CIA–enter-
tainment connection become 
that few question its legal or 
moral ramifications. This is 
a government agency like no 
other; the truth of its opera-
tions is not subject to public 
examination. When the CIA’s 
hidden persuaders influence a 
Hollywood movie, it is using 
a popular medium to spin as 
favorable an image of itself 
as possible, or at least, pre-
vent an unfavorable one from 
taking hold.” Tom Hayden, 
“Review of The CIA in Hol-
lywood: How the Agency 
Shapes Film and Television 
by Tricia Jenkins,” LA Re-
view of Books, February 24, 
2013.

45. Former CIA case officer 
Robert David Steele states 
that CIA manipulation of 
news media is “worse” in the 
2010s than in the late 1970s 
when Bernstein wrote “The 
CIA and the Media.” “The 
sad thing is that the CIA is 
very able to manipulate [the 

media] and it has financial ar-
rangements with media, with 
Congress, with all others. But 
the other half of that coin is 
that the media is lazy.” James 
Tracy interview with Robert 
David Steele, August 2, 2014,

46. A well-known fact is that 

broadcast journalist Ander-

son Cooper interned for the 

CIA while attending Yale as 

an undergraduate in the late 

1980s. According to Wiki-

pedia Cooper’s great uncle, 

William Henry Vanderbilt 

III, was an Executive Officer 

of the Special Operations 

Branch of the OSS under the 

spy organization’s founder 

William “Wild Bill” Dono-

van. While Wikipedia is an 

often dubious source, Van-

derbilt’s OSS involvement 

would be in keeping with the 

OSS/CIA reputation of taking 

on highly affluent person-

nel for overseas derring-do. 

William Henry Vanderbilt III, 

Wikipedia.
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47. Veteran German jour-
nalist Udo Ulfkotte, author 
of the 2014 book Gekaufte 
Journalisten (Bought Jour-
nalists) revealed how under 
the threat of job termination 
he was routinely compelled 
to publish articles written 
by intelligence agents us-
ing his byline. “I ended up 
publishing articles under my 
own name written by agents 
of the CIA and other intel-
ligence services, especially 
the German secret service,” 
Ulfkotte explained in a recent 
interview with Russia Today. 
“German Journo: European 
Media Writing Pro-US Sto-
ries Under CIA Pressure,” 
RT, October 18, 2014.

48. In 1999 the CIA estab-
lished In-Q-Tel, a venture 
capital firm seeking to “iden-
tify and invest in companies 
developing cutting-edge 
information technologies that 
serve United States nation-
al security interests.” The 

firm has exercised financial 

relationships with internet 

platforms Americans use on a 

routine basis, including Goo-
gle and Facebook. “If you 
want to keep up with Silicon 
Valley, you need to become 
part of Silicon Valley,” says 
Jim Rickards, an adviser to 
the U.S. intelligence commu-
nity familiar with In-Q-Tel’s 
activities. “The best way 
to do that is have a budget 
because when you have a 
checkbook, everyone comes 
to you.” At one point IQT 
“catered largely to the needs 
of the CIA.” Today, however, 
“the firm supports many of 
the 17 agencies within the 
U.S. intelligence community, 
including the National Geo-
spatial-Intelligence Agency 
(NGA), the Defense Intelli-
gence Agency (DIA) and the 
Department of Homeland 
Security Science and Tech-
nology Directorate.” Matt 
Egan, “In-Q-Tel: A Glimpse 
Inside the CIA’s Venture Cap-
ital Arm,” FoxBusiness.com, 
June 14, 2013.

49. At a 2012 conference 

held by In-Q-Tel CIA Direc-

tor David Patraeus declared 

that the rapidly-develop-
ing “internet of things” and 
“smart home” will provide 
the CIA with the ability to 
spy on any US citizen should 
they become a “person of 
interest’ to the spy commu-
nity,” Wired magazine re-
ports. “‘Transformational’ is 
an overused word, but I do 

believe it properly applies to 

these technologies,’ Patrae-

us enthused, ‘particularly to 

their effect on clandestine 

tradecraft’ … ‘Items of inter-

est will be located, identified, 

monitored, and remotely con-

trolled through technologies 

such as radio-frequency iden-

tification, sensor networks, 

tiny embedded servers, and 

energy harvesters — all con-

nected to the next-generation 

internet using abundant, low-

cost, and high-power comput-

ing,” Patraeus said, “the latter 

now going to cloud comput-

ing, in many areas greater 

and greater supercomputing, 

and, ultimately, heading to 

quantum computing.” Spen-
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cer Ackerman, “CIA Chief: 

We’ll Spy on You Through 

Your Dishwasher,” Wired, 

March 15, 2012.

50. In the summer of 2014 

a $600 million computing 

cloud developed by Amazon 

Web Services for the CIA 

began servicing all 17 fed-

eral agencies comprising the 

intelligence community. “If 

the technology plays out as 

officials envision,” The At-

lantic reports, “it will usher in 

a new era of cooperation and 

coordination, allowing agen-

cies to share information and 

services much more easily 

and avoid the kind of intel-

ligence gaps that preceded 

the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 

attacks.” “The Details About 

the CIA’s Deal With Ama-

zon,” The Atlantic, July 17, 

2014.

A well-known fact is that broadcast 
journalist Anderson Cooper interned for 

the CIA while attending Yale as an 
undergraduate in the late 1980s. 

According to Wikipedia Cooper’s great 
uncle, William Henry Vanderbilt III, was an 
Executive Officer of the Special Operations 

Branch of the OSS under the spy 
organization’s founder 
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“I suppose the reasons why Germany has embarked on a career of un-

bridled conquest go deeper than the mere fact, all-important though it is, 

that a small band of unprincipled, tough gangsters have seized control of 

this land, corrupted its whole people, and driven it on its present course. 

“Almost joyfully, almost masochistically, they have turned to an author-

itarianism which releases them from the strain of individual decisions 

and choice and thought and allows them what to a German is a luxury — 

letting someone else make the decisions and take the risks, in return for 

which they gladly give their own obedience. The average German craves 

security. He likes to live in a groove. And he will give up his indepen-

dence and freedom — at least at this stage of his development — if his 

rulers provide this. 

“... The German has two characters. As an individual, he will give his ra-

tioned bread to feed the squirrels in the Tiergarten on a Sunday morning. 

He can be a kind and considerate person. But as a unit in the Germanic 

mass he can persecute Jews, torture and murder his fellow men in con-

centration camps, massacre women and children by bombing and bom-

bardment, overrun without the slightest justification the lands of other 

peoples, cut them down if they protest and enslave them.” 

— William shirer, “berlin diary” 
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Their STory

May 1942. 

Munich couldn't get much 
"browner" - swastikas every 
place you looked. Dissident 
students hung out in cheap 
cafes like the Bodega, not 
able to express subversive 
ideas out loud, just happy for 
one another's company. 

If you wanted to avoid the 
obligatory German greeting, 
you had to take the long way 
around - behind the Odeon - 
to bypass the grim guards at 
the Feldherrnhalle, a military 
monument co-opted by the 
Nazis as a sacred place.

Some of those discontents 
decided they'd had enough 
of secret whispers about the 
atrocities of Hitler's regime. 
They were beginning to hear 
disturbing stories of the mass 
murders of Jewish civilians, 
can you believe it, 50,000 
dead? When the numbers 
increased to 100,000, and 
then 200,000, they could 
no longer keep silent. They 
bought an inexpensive dupli-
cating machine after Sophie's 
boyfriend Fritz (a Captain in 
the German army) refused to 
requisition one from his unit. 
"Sophie," he admonished her, 
"you will lose your head if 
you do this." To which she 
merely replied, "I know."

That summer, Hans and Alex-
ander (Schurik to his friends) 
wrote long-winded philo-
sophical treatises about the 
evils of Hitler's government. 
Borrowing a catchphrase 
from a letter that Schurik's 
friend Lilo had received, they 
called these 'inflammatory 
pamphlets' the Leaflets of the 
White Rose. They managed 
to publish four leaflets before 
being shipped to the Russian 
front as medics.

On the way to the front, these 
young men were confronted 
with the reality of the War-
saw Ghetto. They saw first-
hand how Jews and Poles 
were treated. A new friend 
named Willi had spent 18 
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months in that hellhole be-
fore meeting them in Munich 
in late June. His nightmares 
gave him little relief, but as 
he, Hans, and Schurik bond-
ed on the Russian front, they 
knew they had to accomplish 
even more, widening their 
scope beyond intelligentsia to 
the man on the street.

November and December 
1942, these three plus Sophie, 
Christoph (Schurik's best 
friend), and Traute (Hans' old 
girlfriend and a dissident in 
Hamburg long before there 
was a White Rose) plotted the 
expansion that would begin 
in 1943. 

Hans and Schurik traveled 
to Chemnitz to meet Falk 
Harnack, brother of Arvid 
Harnack - the same Arvid 
Harnack who was soon to be 
executed for his own resis-
tance work with the Rote 
Kapelle. They discussed 
combining forces with the re-
maining dissidents in Berlin 
centered around the Bonhoef-
fer brothers.

Over Christmas, all six ac-
tively recruited new mem-
bers. Some pleas fell on deaf 
ears. Inge Scholl would not 
so much as listen to her sib-
lings' talk. Willi's best friend 
in Saarbrücken similarly 
rebuffed any discussion of 
resistance. But they did find 

others who wanted to help, 
and the network was begin-
ning to take shape.

January 1943, and the ex-
pansion began. Illegal 'read-
ings' by philosophers such as 
Theodor Haecker could see 
as many as 25 or 30 students 
and some adult mentors in the 
artists' studio that Manfred 
Eickemeyer made available 
to them. The conversations 
were often raucous, arguing 
issues such as the responsibil-
ity of the churches and clergy 
to call their congregations to 
resist. By the end of January, 
between 10,000-12,000 leaf-
lets had been distributed, ei-
ther by mail or scattering the 
leaflets in telephone booths or 
on public transportation.

They'd also undertaken the 
risky business of traveling to 
other Southern German cit-
ies to mail the leaflets, so the 
Gestapo would think a large, 
well-organized group was 
behind the seditious activi-
ties. (Their subterfuge never 
worked. Even before their ar-
rests, the Gestapo had tracked 
down paper and envelope 
sources and identified the 
brand of typewriter used, and 
had determined that every-
thing originated in Munich.)

In February, Schurik, Willi, 
and Hans finally managed to 
infuriate the Gestapo. The 

leaflets had been bad enough, 
but three different nights 
these young men set out to 
proclaim their message on 
Munich's walls. Their prima-
ry targets included churches, 
Nazi office buildings, the 
heavily guarded Feldherrn-
halle, and Hugendubel book 
store. Using black tar-based 
paint (and once a green oil-
based paint), they stenciled 
the words "Down with Hit-
ler!" in man-high letters, in 
over seventy places!, the 
Gestapo reports indignantly 
proclaim.

The artist Wilhelm Geyer had 
taught Schurik how to make 
the stencil (out of tin, so it 
would not wear out). They 
gained immense satisfac-
tion when they realized the 
Gestapo could not eradicate 
their graffiti. When scrubbing 
failed, The Powers That Be 
covered the inscriptions over 
with white butcher paper, 
but the paint bled through. 
Hans began adding the word 
FREEDOM in freehand - 
seven or eight times alone on 
the front of the main univer-
sity building.

The students had also man-
aged to recruit their favorite 
professor, Dr. Kurt Huber. He 
wrote the sixth leaflet, some 
of the most powerful prose 
ever penned on behalf of lib-
erty and justice. When Falk 
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came to Munich to meet with 
these rebels, Dr. Huber joined 
the conversation.

Sadly, that meeting (dated al-
ternately as February 9, 10, or 
11) represented the beginning 
of the end of the White Rose. 
Hans allowed his new girl-
friend, Gisela Schertling, to 
stay in the room for the entire 
meeting, though he was fully 
aware that she was a loyal 
Nazi. The others protested 
her presence - Falk Harnack 
was particularly disturbed by 
it - but Hans insisted she stay.

Additionally, the conver-
sation revealed that while 
they were united in their 
opposition to Hitler, their 
views about what needed to 
be done, and what Germany 
would look like post-war, 
were too divergent. Falk 
championed a planned econ-
omy, which Huber found too 
Communist an approach. 
Huber insisted that Hitler 
could only be overthrown 
by a military coup and that 
therefore their primary goal 
should be recruitment with-
in the military, while Hans 
believed that Hitler would 
be brought down by the man 
on the street if only the man 
on the street could be made 
to understand the atrocities. 
Ironically, had Hans Scholl 
lived, the Bonhoeffers would 
have confirmed Dr. Huber's 

opinion, as they were con-
nected to the July 20, 1944 
assassination attempt - a mili-
tary based operation.

Dr. Huber therefore broke all 
ties with Hans Scholl after 
that meeting; Hans refused to 
print his sixth leaflet with the 
section about joining the mil-
itary for the overthrow of the 
government. Huber wanted 
none of it, if "it" were to be 
meaningless. Schurik as well 
decided it had come time to 
say goodbye. He got Lilo's 
assistance in burning his uni-
form and paybook. His last 
act of friendship for Hans: He 
agreed to stand guard out-
side the university when they 
scattered leaflets on February 
18. After that, he was heading 
to Russia to hide out till the 
end of the war, when he then 
planned to work for the lib-
eration of his homeland (he 
was half-Russian). He would 
be long gone before the next 
scheduled roll-call.

Willi likewise spent a long 
weekend away from Munich 
'to clear his head.' It appears 
that he too had decided to 
break with Hans. Willi was 
a level-headed, responsible 
young man. Hans' careless-
ness with the leaflets - leav-
ing them out in plain view in 
their apartment - was ap-
parently more than he could 
bear. Josef Söhngen, the 

bookshop owner who sup-
plied them with banned vol-
umes, likewise warned Hans 
Scholl that he was taking too 
many risks and endangering 
the lives of his friends. That 
warning came on February 
16.

But Hans, being the charis-
matic young man that he was, 
convinced all of them to stick 
it out for one more "opera-
tion". The week of February 
18, they worked long hours 
printing more leaflets, doing 
their third and final graffi-
ti job. Sophie confided to 
Wilhelm Geyer that if they 
were caught, they would not 
be arrested privately. They 
would make sure it was very 
public, so they could not be 
"handled" quietly.

The morning of February 18, 
Sophie cut classes. She and 
Hans carried one briefcase 
and one suitcase, both filled 
with leaflets and nothing else, 
to the university. They en-
tered through the rear (Ama-
lien Street) and began placing 
leaflets on the stairs and in 
front of classrooms. Students 
had already begun leaving 
lectures. Not only did they 
run into Traute and Willi, 
they also saw two girls from 
Ulm and a group of soldiers. 
Despite the risk of being 
seen, they kept up their work. 
In one final act, they threw 
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the leaflets over the third 
floor balcony just as classes 
officially let out. And Jakob 
Schmid, the maintenance 
man, saw them.

It is not clear precisely when 
Hans and Sophie realized 
they had been spotted. So-
phie had enough presence of 
mind to dart into a third-floor 
room - it seems to have been 
the women's restroom - and 
hide the key to Eickemeyer's 
studio. Hans remained his 
irresponsible self and did not 
ensure that he was "clean". 
When Schmid apprehended 
them, his pockets still con-
tained Christoph Probst's 
handwritten draft of a seventh 
leaflet, and cigarette ration 
coupons that could be easi-
ly traced back to the Geyer 
family.

As Hans and Sophie were 
led from the university build-
ing, Hans shouted to Gisela, 
"Tell him I won't be there for 
lunch." The Gestapo arrested 
Count von Metternich, as-
suming that Hans was talking 
to him. But Metternich was 
able to present his National 
Socialist credentials, and the 
Gestapo soon figured out that 
Gisela was the person they 
needed.

From the moment she was 
arrested, the entire group was 
compromised. In an effort to 

obtain leniency, she named 
every name she could re-
member, including people 
who were on the fringe of the 
fringe. Above all, she named 
Dr. Huber who was not under 
suspicion in the least. (They 
assumed it was completely 
student-run.)

Most perplexing of all: Hans 
completely denounced Schur-
ik and Christoph in his inter-
rogation, and Sophie targeted 
Traute. In contrast, Willi Graf 
did not denounce even one of 
his friends, and Schurik de-
nied any involvement of his 
friends, especially covering 
for Lilo, whom the Gestapo 
considered very dangerous 
indeed.

On February 22, 1943, Hans, 
Sophie, and Christoph were 
tried and condemned (Mar-
tin Bormann officially dis-
charged Hans and Christoph 
from the military, so that 
Judge Freisler could preside 
over the trial). They were ex-
ecuted at 5 pm the same day.

Falk Harnack, Dr. Hu-
ber, Willi Graf, Alexander 
Schmorell, Traute Lafrenz, 
Katharina Schüddekopf, 
Gisela Schertling, Hans Hir-
zel, Susanne Hirzel, Heinz 
Guter, Franz Josef Müller, 
Dr. Heinrich Bollinger, 
Helmut Bauer, and Eugen 
Grimminger were tried on 

April 19. Willi, Schurik, and 
Dr. Huber were sentenced to 
death; Eugen Grimminger 
was supposed to receive a 
death sentence, but Judge 
Freisler unexpectedly be-
lieved the testimony of Til-
ly Hahn (who herself had 
donated funds to the White 
Rose work!) and reduced the 
sentence to ten years in peni-
tentiary; and the rest received 
varying prison sentences.

It is interesting to note that 
Gisela, Traute, and Katharina 
were never indicted and had 
no defense counsel until the 
moment they arrived in court; 
that Dr. Huber's defense 
attorney quit in the middle 
of the trial and someone else 
was appointed to resume his 
"defense"; and that Gisela 
was given the same sentence 
as Traute and Katharina, 
because as a good Nazi, she 
should have known better!

On July 13, 1943, Kurt Huber 
(stripped of his professorship) 
and Alexander Schmorell 
were executed. The Gestapo 
requested that Willi Graf's 
life be spared temporarily - 
not because of the clemency 
requests that poured in on his 
behalf from top officials in 
the Nazi government (Willi's 
father had helped found the 
Nazi Party in Saarland), but 
because they knew he had 
not denounced his friends 
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and they could possibly arrest 
even more people.

And on July 13, 1943, the 
third White Rose trial finally 
took place. It had been sched-
uled for April 20 (Hitler's 
birthday) because they an-
ticipated that all four would 
be death sentences, and they 
did not want too many death 
sentences in a single trial. 
But the files were lost and the 
trial could not proceed.

When it was finally sched-
uled for July 13, Judge Freis-
ler did not make the trip from 
Berlin. They had none of the 
evidence against Wilhelm 
Geyer, Manfred Eickemeyer, 
Josef Söhngen, and Harald 
Dohrn (Christoph Probst's fa-
ther-in-law) and relied solely 
on Gisela Schertling's testi-
mony against the four.

In a moment of redemption, 
she recanted her previous 
testimony and said that none 
of the four had done anything 
wrong. Add in an elderly gen-
tleman, hard of hearing, car-
rying an umbrella on a sunny 
day - a man who had been 
called as a witness for the 
prosecution and who could 
not even hear the questions, 
much less respond "correctly" 
- and the case was non-exis-
tent. The judge was a slightly 
more honest person and actu-
ally acquitted all four! (Well, 

Söhngen wasn't acquitted, but 
his sentence was lighter even 
than those the high school 
boys had received, for a far 
more serious offense.)

By October, the Gestapo still 
had not been able to break 
Willi Graf. He was nearly 
killed in an air raid in early 
October, so they set the ex-
ecution for October 12. For 
reasons that were never ex-
plained, the Gestapo decided 
to exercise its right to claim 
his body upon execution. Due 
to a bureaucratic snafu, his 
body was lost and not buried 
for well over a year.

The Gestapo also intercepted 
his farewell letter to his fam-
ily and refused to turn over 
his personal effects, except 
for one pair of underwear. 
The Graf family had to call in 
all the markers from Gerhard 
Graf's years of loyal service 
to the Party to get the letter 
and some of the personal 
effects released. In December 
1944 as the end of the Third 
Reich neared, the Chief Pros-
ecutor of the Reich reamed 
out the Munich Gestapo for 
their treatment of Willi Graf's 
corpse and farewell letter. It 
was a bizarre end to a coura-
geous story.

But it was not the end. Af-
ter the arrests of the original 
friends of the White Rose, a 

group of chemistry students 
at the University of Munich 
took up their cause. Armed 
with only a typewriter, they 
copied out hundreds of the 
leaflets and continued dis-
seminating them. Traute's 
friends in Hamburg likewise 
used the White Rose leaflets 
in their resistance efforts. The 
British RAF dumped plane 
loads of the sixth leaflet - Dr. 
Huber's - on Germany.

And everywhere their story is 
told, we are challenged once 
again to stand a little straight-
er, speak a little louder, and 
say our NO with everything 
we've got. If you work your 
way past the superficial tell-
ing of this story to get to 
know these students and their 
mentors, you realize that they 
are just like you and your 
friends, like me and mine, no 
better, no worse.

They may not have toppled 
Hitler, but they changed their 
Germany. They may not have 
succeeded in overthrowing 
an evil regime, but they left 
behind a legacy of honor and 
courage that gives us hope 
for the future.

Center For 
White rose studies
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tion and collaboration with the 
national community, in accor-
dance with God’s will.

But our present State is a dicta-
torship of Evil. “We’ve known 
that for a long time,” I can hear 
you say, “and it is not necessary 
for you to remind us of it once 
again.” So I ask you: If you are 
aware of this, why do you not 
stir yourselves? Why do you 
permit this autocrat to rob you 
of one sphere of your rights 
after another, little by little, 
both overtly and in secret? 
One day there will be nothing 
left, nothing at all, except for 
a mechanized national engine 
that has been commandeered 
by criminals and drunks. Has 
your spirit been so devastated 
by rape that you forget that it 
is not only your right, but your 
moral duty to put an end to this 
system? If a person cannot even 
summon the strength to demand 
his rights, then there is nothing 
left for him but destruction. We 
will have deserved to be scat-
tered to all corners of the globe, 
as dust before the wind, if we 
do not pull ourselves together 
in this eleventh hour and finally 
summon the courage that we 
have been lacking till now. Do 
not hide your cowardice under 
the cloak of cleverness! Be-
cause every day that you delay, 
every day that you do not resist 
this spawn of hell, your guilt is 
steadily increasing, like a para-
bolic curve.

leaFlets oF 
the White rose.
III.

“Salus publica suprema lex.”

All ideal forms of government 
are utopias. A State cannot be 
designed strictly theoretical-
ly. It must grow, mature, just 
as an individual person will. 
However, one may not forget 
that at the beginning of every 
civilization, a prototype of the 
form of government existed. 
The family is so old – old as 
mankind itself – that out of this 
initial communal being the log-
ic-endowed man created a State 
whose foundation would be 
justice, whose greatest law the 
good of all. The State represents 
an analogy of the divine order. 
The greatest of all utopias – the 
civitas Dei[1] – is the model 
it seeks to emulate. We do not 
wish to pass judgment on all 
the various forms of govern-
ment: democracy, constitution-
al monarchy, monarchy, etc. 
However, one thing should be 
accentuated clearly and plainly: 
Every individual human being 
has the right to a useful and 
just State that guarantees the 
freedom of the individual as 
well as the common good. For 
mankind must be able to attain 
his natural goal – his temporal 
happiness – in self-reliance and 
autonomy. This pursuit of hap-
piness should take place free 
and unencumbered in associa-

Many, perhaps most of the 
readers of these leaflets are not 
certain how they can practice 
resistance. They do not see the 
possibility of so doing. We will 
attempt to show you that every 
person is in a position to con-
tribute something to the over-
throw of this system. It is im-
possible to lay the groundwork 
for the overthrow of this “gov-
ernment,” much less to effect its 
overthrow as soon as possible, 
if one opposes it alone in the 
manner of embittered loners. 
This can only be accomplished 
through the cooperative efforts 
of many unshakable, energetic 
people – people who are unified 
regarding the means necessary 
to achieve their goal. There are 
not a great many choices we 
have regarding the means to 
use; one and only one is at our 
disposal – passive resistance.

The purpose and the goal of 
passive resistance is the over-
throw of National Socialism. 
In this war, we may not be 
deterred from any course of 
action or from any deed, no 
matter what the scope. National 
Socialism must be attacked in 
every place in which it is vul-
nerable. This Un-State must be 
brought quickly to an end. If 
fascist Germany were to win 
this war, the consequences 
would be unfathomable and 
frightful. The first concern of 
every German should not be a 
military victory over Bolshe-
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vism, but rather the defeat of 
the National Socialists. The 
leaflets following this one will 
explain why the latter demand 
is of greater importance.

And now every resolute oppo-
nent of National Socialism must 
ask himself this question: How 
can he most effectively contend 
with the current “State”? How 
can he deal it the severest blow? 
Undoubtedly through passive 
resistance. Clearly, it is impos-
sible for us to give every indi-
vidual specific guidelines for 
his personal conduct. We can 
only allude to general issues. 
Everyone must find his own 
way to realize resistance.

Sabotage in armaments facto-
ries and other businesses vital 
to the war effort. Sabotage in 
all assemblies, rallies, festiv-
ities, organizations that were 
breathed into life by the Nation-
al Socialist Party, prevention of 
the smooth operation of the war 
machine (a machine that oper-
ates only for one war, one that 
focuses on the preservation and 
maintenance of the National 
Socialist Party and its dictator-
ship). Sabotage in all scholarly 
and intellectual realms that 
exist for the continuance of 
the current war – this whether 
it be in universities, colleges, 
laboratories, research facilities, 
or technical offices. Sabotage 
at all cultural events that could 
possibly exalt the “prestige” 

of fascists among the people. 
Sabotage in all branches of the 
fine arts that have the least con-
nection to National Socialism 
and serve its goals. Sabotage in 
all areas of literature, all news-
papers that are on the payroll 
of the “government”, and that 
fight for their ideas, for the 
dissemination of the brown lie. 
Do not put even one penny in 
the collection plate, even if it is 
disguised as a charity.

For this is merely camouflage. 
In reality, your gifts never make 
it to the coffers of either the 
Red Cross or the pockets of the 
destitute. The government does 
not need this money, it does not 
depend upon these collections. 
Its printing presses run uninter-
rupted and print any quantity 
whatever of paper money. But 
the nation must be kept con-
stantly in harness. The pressure 
on the bridle bit never lets up. 
Donate nothing to the collec-
tions of metal, textiles, and 
other goods! 

Seek out all your acquaintances 
from among the lower classes 
of the people and seek to con-
vince them of the senselessness 
of continuing the war, of the 
hopelessness of ever winning, 
tell them of the intellectual and 
economic enslavement by Na-
tional Socialism, of the destruc-
tion of all moral and religious 
values. Prevail upon them to 
exercise passive resistance!

Aristotle in “About Politics”: 
“...In addition, a characteris-
tic of a tyrant is that he seeks 
to keep anything from being 
hidden of that which a subject 
says or does. Everywhere, spies 
eavesdrop on the subject. … He 
also seeks to incite the whole 
world against one another, to 
set friends on one another, to 
provoke the poor against the 
noble and the rich among them-
selves. Likewise, among the 
measures taken by a tyrant: He 
makes his subjects poor so he 
can pay his bodyguards. Once 
they are poor and must scrabble 
for their daily bread, they will 
have neither time nor leisure to 
foster a conspiracy. ... In addi-
tion, a tyrant levies such high 
income taxes – as were levied 
in Syracuse – for under the rule 
of Dionysius, the citizens of 
that State happily spent their 
entire estates on taxes within 
five years. The tyrant also tends 
to provoke wars incessantly. ...”

Please duplicate and pass along! 
-------------------------------------
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From the 
neW ameriCan dream

... The New American 
Dream means never 
having to say some 
question or idea is not 
valid. 

We are allowed to ask 
any questions that we 
have ... there are no 
wrong questions. 

There is no hidden black 
military budget, there 
are no UFO files Ameri-
cans cannot see, no JFK 
documents that will not 
be opened during our 
lifetimes, no destroyed 
RFK murder photos 

by the L.A. police, no 
evidence from Ground 
Zero taken away be-
fore we can even look 
at it — we are not the 
U.S.S.R. of the 1960s 
— this is supposed to 
be America. That is 
our dream, to become 
America, The New 
America, the real hope 
of the world. ...

... We have a dream ...

... of bringing the Unit-
ed States politicians, 
journalists and generals 
who have brought about 
this long 13-year war 
and debacle to trial — 
and put on TV just like 
O.J. — every afternoon 

— so every American 
can watch  ... just like 
the McCarthy Hearings 
and the JFK funeral pro-
cession ...
What we need is a New 
American Dream.
Not of new homes and 
toasters and micro-
waves, but of becom-
ing the type of country 
we always thought we 
were.

Right now we live on 
lies. We subsist on lies, 
but it’s not really living.
911 was an inside job.

They all know that. 
What we need in Amer-
ica is a Truth Commis-
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sion like they had in 
South Africa to heal 
their broken country. We 
need to put certain peo-
ple on the stand and we 
need to be allowed to 
ask questions.
Our country is surely 
broken as well.

The troops are not pro-
tecting us. 

That is someone’s spin 
on the day’s news – 
somebody’s advertis-
ing slogan --- someone 
else’s sermon.

The troops serve the 
empire. They are not 
heroes. They kill and 
plunder for the empire. 
American bases over-
seas serve nobody but 
the empire. The heroes 
in our country are the 
protesters, the ones who 
go face to face with the 
empire, those in the 
Plowshares Movement, 
for one example.

You have to know that 
Donald Trump knows 
the whole truth about 
the 9/11 attacks. He is 
complicit. He has lied. 
He has continued the 
wars everywhere based 
on a lie. And he knows 
he is lying.

Trump lies right to our 
faces on national tele-
vision just as Barack 
Obama did when he said 
that Osama bin Laden 
had been killed ... and 
buried at sea. ... Osama 
bin Laden was buried at 
sea ... and Jessica Lynch 
was rescued heroical-
ly, the U.S.A. does not 
torture, Iraq had weap-
ons of mass destruction, 
George Bush won the 
2000 election, see, there 
is a plane there in that 
hole in Shanksville, it 
went all the way into 
that hole and no, there is 
no blood and no bodies 
and no luggage scat-
tered ... or plane parts ... 

and Osama bin Laden ... 
was buried at sea. ...

Remember the anthrax 
letters, which said “Are 
You Afraid?” Those 
were not written with a 
rock and chisel like Fred 
Flintstone from the re-
cesses of some cave in 
Afghanistan. Those let-
ters came from persons 
within our own govern-
ment.

Like a horror movie and 
the killer is in the same 
house with us.
These killers are right 
here, with us and  
“they” want us to be 
afraid.

 “We cannot be afraid.” 
…
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) CHUCK READS

And now we bring you The 
History Channel, actual 
American History that for 
some odd reason you will 
never find in any American 
History textbook.

Your hosts — Paul Craig 
Roberts and Barack Obama.

Paul Craig Roberts was As-
sistant Secretary of the Trea-
sury for Economic Policy and 
associate editor of the Wall 
Street Journal. 
He lives in a blue house.

Barack Obama lives in a 
white house ... used to live in 
a white house.

Tonight’s Episode: “Osama 
bin Laden Is Dead”

MIKE READS: 

“I am Barack Obama and I 
think I’ll go first because I 
can.

Good evening.  Tonight, I can 
report to the American peo-
ple and to the world that the 
United States has conducted 
an operation that killed Osa-
ma bin Laden, the leader of al 
Qaeda, and a terrorist who’s 
responsible for the murder of 
thousands of innocent men, 
women, and children. …

CHUCK READS :

This is Paul Craig Roberts:

Before you believe “your” 
government’s lies about Syria 
and the Ukraine, remember 
“your” government’s lies 
about Saddam Hussein’s 
“weapons of mass destruc-
tion.” 
Remember Washington’s lies 
about the Gulf of Tonkin that 
unleashed the Vietnam war. 
Remember the lies about 
Gaddafi and Libya. 

Remember the lies about 
9/11, the lies about the mur-
ders of JFK, Robert Kenne-
dy, and Martin Luther King. 
Remember the Northwoods 
Project that the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff wanted President 
John F. Kennedy to embrace.
The Northwoods project 
called for shooting down US 
airliners, shooting down peo-
ple on the streets of Miami 
and Washington, D.C., and 
strafing Cuban refugee boats 
in order to blame Castro and 
build public support for re-
gime change in Cuba. 
Sound familiar? Sound like 
regime change in Iraq, Libya, 
Syria?

The top secret Operation 
Northwoods plot against 
Cuba and the American peo-
ple was officially released 
and is available online, 

as are numerous histories 
of the proposal by the US 
Joint Chiefs of Staff to kill 
Americans in order to create 
support for invading Cuba. 
Keep this established fact in 
mind before you again repeat 
the gullible and reassuring 
statement: “our government 
wouldn’t kill its own people.”

Try to find any of Washing-
ton’s agendas about which 
the government spoke truth-
fully. The US government 
is so enamored of its secret 
agendas that Washington nev-
er speaks truth. 

Keep in mind that Washing-
ton’s 12 years of wars, which 
have doubled the US national 
debt and left the federal gov-
ernment without the means 
to help the rising number of 
Americans whose jobs have 
been given to foreigners and 
whose homes are foreclosed, 
have their origin in 9/11, 
the investigation of which 
was prevented by the White 
House.

After resisting for one year 
the pressure from 9/11 family 
members for an investigation, 
the White House created a 
political panel to listen to 
the government’s line and 
to write it down in the 9/11 
Commission Report, a report 
promptly disavowed by both 
co-chairmen of the commis-
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sion and the chief legal ad-
visor, all of whom described 
the 9/11 commission as “set 
up to fail.”

The Obama regime has 
shown no interest in investi-
gating how the most powerful 
national security state of all 
time, a Stasi police state that 
spies on the entire world, 
could be defeated by a few 
Saudi Arabians, who had no 
support from any government 
or any intelligence service, 
or why instead of a real in-
vestigation, the Bush White 
House chose an orchestrated 
cover-up.

The US government’s claim 
to have killed bin Laden has a 
zero probability of being true. 

According to Pakistani eye 
witnesses to the attack on 
the alleged Osama bin Laden 
compound in Pakistan, the 
Obama regime’s claim is sim-
ply more theater, more lies.

MIKE READS:

Barack Obama:
It was nearly 10 years ago 
that a bright September day 
was darkened by the worst 
attack on the American peo-
ple in our history.  The imag-
es of 9/11 are seared into our 
national memory -- hijacked 
planes cutting through a 
cloudless September sky; the 

Twin Towers collapsing to 
the ground; black smoke bil-
lowing up from the Pentagon; 
the wreckage of Flight 93 in 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, 
where the actions of heroic 
citizens saved even more 
heartbreak and destruction.

And yet we know that the 
worst images are those that 
were unseen to the world.  
The empty seat at the dinner 
table.  Children who were 
forced to grow up without 
their mother or their father.  
Parents who would never 
know the feeling of their 
child’s embrace.  Nearly 
3,000 citizens taken from us, 
leaving a gaping hole in our 
hearts.

… On September 11, 2001, in 
our time of grief, the Amer-
ican people came together.  
We offered our neighbors 
a hand, and we offered the 
wounded our blood.  We reaf-
firmed our ties to each other, 
and our love of community 
and country.  On that day, no 
matter where we came from, 
what God we prayed to, or 
what race or ethnicity we 
were, we were united as one 
American family. …

CHUCK READS:

Paul Craig Roberts:
“When is the last time the 
US government told the truth 

about anything? Despite an 
unbroken history of lies, the 
word of the US government 
still carries weight, especially 
with gullible Americans.

MIKE:

We were also united in our 
resolve to protect our nation 
and to bring those who com-
mitted this vicious attack to 
justice.

CHUCK READS:  

The Obama regime’s story 
of the murder of bin Laden 
is nonsensical. The fact that 
the regime would tell such a 
preposterous story indicates 
that Washington regards the 
American and international 
public as gullible morons, 
people lacking any ability to 
discern the truth of what they 
are officially told.

Who can believe that the 
“terror mastermind,” the head 
of what is said to be the most 
dangerous terrorist organiza-
tion in the world, would be 
left alone, unguarded and un-
armed, with only two women 
to protect him? Who can be-
lieve that such a defenseless 
person with such essential 
information for Washington’s 
war on terror would simply 
be shot on sight by US Navy 
SEALs? Why would Wash-
ington waste such an archive 



79 penn magazine / September 2018

of information?
Why would Washington 
forego the triumph of parad-
ing their captive before the 
world and confronting him in 
a courtroom with his crimes?
Why would Washington 
dump the body secretly into 
the sea without even having 
photographic evidence to 
back the story? Why would 
Washington tell such a 
preposterous story for which 
it can supply no evidence 
whatsoever?

MIKE READS:

We quickly learned that the 
9/11 attacks were carried out 
by al Qaeda — an organiza-
tion headed by Osama bin 
Laden, which had openly 
declared war on the United 
States and was committed to 
killing innocents in our coun-
try and around the globe.  
And so we went to war 
against al Qaeda to protect 
our citizens, our friends, and 
our allies.

Over the last 10 years, thanks 
to the tireless and heroic 
work of our military and 
our counterterrorism profes-
sionals, we’ve made great 
strides in that effort.  We’ve 
disrupted terrorist attacks and 
strengthened our homeland 
defense.  In Afghanistan, we 
removed the Taliban govern-
ment, which had given bin 

Laden and al Qaeda safe ha-
ven and support.  And around 
the globe, we worked with 
our friends and allies to cap-
ture or kill scores of al Qaeda 
terrorists, including several 
who were a part of the 9/11 
plot.
Yet Osama bin Laden avoid-
ed capture and escaped across 
the Afghan border into Paki-
stan.  Meanwhile, al Qaeda 
continued to operate from 
along that border and operate 
through its affiliates across 
the world.

And so shortly after taking 
office, I directed Leon Panet-
ta, the director of the CIA, to 
make the killing or capture 
of bin Laden the top priority 
of our war against al Qaeda, 
even as we continued our 
broader efforts to disrupt, 
dismantle, and defeat his 
network.

Then, last August, after 
years of painstaking work 
by our intelligence com-
munity, I was briefed on a 
possible lead to bin Laden.  
It was far from certain, and 
it took many months to run 
this thread to ground.  I met 
repeatedly with my national 
security team as we devel-
oped more information about 
the possibility that we had 
located bin Laden hiding 
within a compound deep in-
side of Pakistan.  And finally, 

last week, I determined that 
we had enough intelligence 
to take action, and authorized 
an operation to get Osama 
bin Laden and bring him to 
justice.
Today, at my direction, the 
United States launched a 
targeted operation against 
that compound in Abbotta-
bad, Pakistan.  A small team 
of Americans carried out the 
operation with extraordinary 
courage and capability.  No 
Americans were harmed.  
They took care to avoid 
civilian casualties.  After a 
firefight, they killed Osama 
bin Laden and took custody 
of his body.

For over two decades, bin 
Laden has been al Qaeda’s 
leader and symbol, and has 
continued to plot attacks 
against our country and our 
friends and allies.  The death 
of bin Laden marks the most 
significant achievement to 
date in our nation’s effort to 
defeat al Qaeda.

Yet his death does not mark 
the end of our effort.  There’s 
no doubt that al Qaeda will 
continue to pursue attacks 
against us.  We must –- and 
we will -- remain vigilant at 
home and abroad.

The American people did not 
choose this fight.  It came to 
our shores, and started with 
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the senseless slaughter of 
our citizens.  After nearly 10 
years of service, struggle, and 
sacrifice, we know well the 
costs of war.  These efforts 
weigh on me every time I, as 
Commander-in-Chief, have 
to sign a letter to a family 
that has lost a loved one, or 
look into the eyes of a service 
member who’s been gravely 
wounded.

So Americans understand the 
costs of war.  Yet as a coun-
try, we will never tolerate our 
security being threatened, nor 
stand idly by when our peo-
ple have been killed.  We will 
be relentless in defense of 
our citizens and our friends 
and allies.  We will be true to 
the values that make us who 
we are. And on nights like 
this one, we can say to those 
families who have lost loved 
ones to al Qaeda’s terror:  
Justice has been done.

Tonight, we give thanks to 
the countless intelligence and 
counterterrorism profession-
als who’ve worked tirelessly 
to achieve this outcome.  The 
American people do not see 
their work, nor know their 
names.  But tonight, they feel 
the satisfaction of their work 
and the result of their pursuit 
of justice.

We give thanks for the men 
who carried out this opera-

tion, for they exemplify the 
professionalism, patriotism, 
and unparalleled courage of 
those who serve our country.  
And they are part of a genera-
tion that has borne the heavi-
est share of the burden since 
that September day.

CHUCK READS:

Paul Craig Roberts:
“Why would Obama, faced 
with a reelection campaign, 
forego the patriotic publicity 
of a White House ceremony 
at which he pins medals on 
the victorious SEALs? What 
politician would forego such 
an opportunity?

Do you really believe that 
the SEALs’ identity had to 
be protected in order to keep 
them safe from terrorists, 
or that Obama would let his 
reelection take a backseat to 
such a consideration?

No politician would handle 
the capture of Osama bin 
Laden in such a politically 
wasteful way. Can you imag-
ine a politician throwing 
away such marvelous oppor-
tunities for PR events? 

Can you imagine an intelli-
gence service destroying such 
a valuable source of infor-
mation without interrogating 
Osama bin Laden?

Now consider this: The 
Obama regime claims to have 
given bin Laden a proper 
Muslim burial at sea from an 
aircraft carrier, the Carl Vin-
son, named after a U.S. Rep-
resentative from Georgia who 
served in the House for more 
than 50 years and is known as 
“the father of the two-ocean 
Navy.” The aircraft carrier 
has approximately 6,000 
personnel. From emails that 
sailors sent home to family 
and friends, none witnessed 
the sea burial of bin Laden.

When the story of the emails 
got out, Washington quickly 
announced that bin Laden’s 
burial was conducted in se-
cret and that no one but a few 
officers were involved.

Think about this for a min-
ute. First of all, here again 
is a massive victory over the 
forces of terrorism being kept 
from sailors whose moral it 
would have raised. 

Why keep a moral-boosting 
victory over terrorist evil 
from the crew of a deployed 
warship? What was achieved 
by the secrecy?

MIKE READS:

Finally, let me say to the fam-
ilies who lost loved ones on 
9/11 that we have never for-
gotten your loss, nor wavered 
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in our commitment to see that 
we do whatever it takes to 
prevent another attack on our 
shores.

And tonight, let us think back 
to the sense of unity that pre-
vailed on 9/11.  

I know that it has, at times, 
frayed.  Yet today’s achieve-
ment is a testament to the 
greatness of our country 
and the determination of the 
American people.

The cause of securing our 
country is not complete.  But 
tonight, we are once again re-
minded that America can do 
whatever we set our mind to.  
That is the story of our his-
tory, whether it’s the pursuit 
of prosperity for our people, 
or the struggle for equality 
for all our citizens; our com-
mitment to stand up for our 
values abroad, and our sac-
rifices to make the world a 
safer place.

Let us remember that we can 
do these things not just be-
cause of wealth or power, but 
because of who we are:  one 
nation, under God, indivisi-
ble, with liberty and justice 
for all.

Thank you.  May God bless 
you.  And may God bless the 
United States of America.

CHUCK:

Paul Craig Roberts:
Why give up the photography 
of such an important Ameri-
can victory that could so well 
stimulate patriots’ worship of 
Obama? It makes no sense 
whatsoever.

Second, do you really be-
lieve that an at-sea burial can 
be conducted on a ship with 
6,000 personnel with watches 
being kept, with sailors on 
deck performing a variety 
of necessary functions, and 
no one saw? I mean, really! 
6,000 people on one ship, and 
no one saw? Were they all 
locked in their bunks?

Now consider the fate of 
SEAL Team 6, whose mem-
bers allegedly murdered Osa-
ma bin Laden in Abbottabad. 
Shortly after the alleged hit 
on bin Laden, SEAL team 
6 was wiped out in Afghan-
istan. The Obama regime 
claims that a helicopter carry-
ing the SEAL team was shot 
down by the Taliban.

Just as the Bush regime’s sto-
ry of 9/11 ran into opposition 
from the 9/11 families, the 
Obama regime’s story of the 

SEALs’ demise ran into op-
position from SEAL families 
who studied the documents 
that comprised the Obama 
regime’s account. 

I did some interviews about 

the families’ disbelief. 

The SEAL team families no-

ticed that normal deployment 

operational procedures were 
not followed, that the entire 
SEAL team was loaded on a 
50-year old Vietnam war era 
helicopter and not dispersed 
as required on their normal 
modern attack helicopters, 
and that a variety of other 
procedures devised to pro-
tect such expensively trained 
special forces were not fol-
lowed. SEAL team members, 
according to parents, had 
written home expressing con-
cerns about their safety. 

One told his father he had 
made a will. According to 
parents, the SEALs them-
selves sensed that they were 
in danger from internal forc-
es, not from the external 
enemy.

Of course, there is no proof. 

The criminal Obama regime 
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will not indict itself. But, just 
as the Carl Vinson sailors did 
not witness any at-sea buri-
al of Osama bin Laden, the 
members of the SEAL team 
were asking each other, ”who 
was on the mission that got 
bin Laden?”

As it turned out, none were. 

Fearful of the emails that 

would follow the SEAL 
team’s discovery that no one 
was on the mission, the team 
was eliminated.

Yes, I know, Hollywood 
made a movie of the heroic 
SEAL team’s exploit in mur-
dering an unguarded, un-
armed “Terror Mastermind.” 

An alleged SEAL wrote a 
book describing the “victo-
ry” of eliminating, prior to 
interrogation, the source of 
all terrorist plots, leaving the 
Americans in the total dark. 
The movie and book are 

likely nothing but organized 
propaganda to support the 
government’s lie.

Considering the gullibility 
of Americans, little doubt 
that the movie and book 
were successful. It plays to 
the emotions of uninformed 
and unaware Americans that 
they have won. They are 
equally happy when their 
favorite football team defeats 
the rival. The happiest days 
experienced by a generation 
is when Auburn defeats Ala-
bama or vice versa, or Geor-
gia Tech defeats Georgia or 
vice versa. 
Americans are addicted to 
winning, and they remember 
these victories forever. Little 
else is important to them. 
Obama told them that they 
had defeated Osama bin Lad-
en, who had died ten years 
before of terminal illnesses 
prior to his staged murder 
in a propaganda event, and 

that is all that is important to 
Americans. 
They won. 

“We beat bin Laden!” And 
Obama won. Despite his 
sell-out of his every constitu-
ency and his transparent lies, 
Obama won reelection.
Obama is an anomaly. He is 
a warmonger who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

Keep in mind that prior to the 
Obama regime’s announce-
ment that the indispensable, 
exceptional country had 
killed bin Laden, Obama’s 
standing was so low that the 
Democrats were discussing 
running a candidate against 
him for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination.

By faking an American victo-
ry over the demonized bogy-
man, Obama dispensed with 
threats to his reelection.
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“One of my favorite stories about the Cold War 
concerns a group of Russian journalists who were 
touring the United States. On the final day of their 
visit, they were asked by the host for their 
impressions.‘“I have to tell you,’ said the spokesman, 
’that we were astonished to find after reading all the 
newspapers and watching TV day after day that all the 
opinions on all the vital issues are the same. To get that 
result in our country we send journalists to the gulag. 
We even tear out their fingernails. Here you don’t have 
to do any of that. What is the secret?’“ 
– John Pilger

“In dictatorships we are more fortunate than you in 
the West in one respect. We believe nothing of what 
we read in the newspapers and nothing of what we 
watch on television, because we know it’s propaganda 
and lies, unlike you in the West. We’ve learned to look 
behind the propaganda and to read between the lines, 
and like you, we know that the real truth is always 
subversive.” 
– Zdener Urbanek, Czech novelist, member of dissi-
dent group Charter 77
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Last week in Mexico at the 
annual awards conference 
of the Club De Periodistas 
De Mexico I was given the 
International Award For 
Excellence In Journalism.  
In my speech I emphasized 
that Truth is the country of 
real journalists. Unlike press-
titutes, the loyalty of real 
journalists is to Truth, not to 
a government or corporate 
advertiser.  Once a journalist 

sacrifices Truth to loyalty to 
a government, he ceases to 
be a journalist and becomes a 
propagandist.

truth is our Country

Paul Craig Roberts
Club De Periodistas 
De Mexico, March 12, 2015

Colleagues,
Thank you for this recogni-
tion, for this honor.  As Jesus 

told the people of Nazareth, 
a prophet is without honor 
in his own country.  In the 
United States, this is also true 
of journalists.
In the United States journal-
ists receive awards for lying 
for the government and for 
the corporations.  Anyone 
who tells the truth, whether 
journalist or whistleblower, 
is fired or prosecuted or has 
to hide out in the Ecuadoran 

Truth Is 
Our Country

by Paul Craig Roberts

Once a journalist sacrifices Truth to loyalty to a government, 
he ceases to be a journalist and becomes a propagandist.



86 penn magazine / September 2018

Embassy in London, like Ju-
lian Assange, or in Moscow, 
like Edward Snowden, or is 
tortured and imprisoned, like 
Bradley Manning.

Mexican journalists pay an 
even higher price. Those who 
report on government corrup-
tion and on the drug cartels 
pay with their lives.

The Internet encyclopedia, 
Wikipedia, has as an entry 
a list by name of journalists 
murdered in Mexico. This is 
the List of Honor. Wikipedia 
reports than more than 100 
Mexican journalists have 
been killed or disappeared in 
the 21st century.
Despite intimidation the 
Mexican press has not aban-
doned its job. Because of 
your courage, I regard this 
award bestowed on me as the 
greatest of honors.

In the United States real 
journalists are scarce and 
are becoming more scarce.  
Journalists have morphed 
into a new creature.  Gerald 
Celente calls US journalists 
“presstitutes,” a word formed 
from press prostitute.  In 
other words, journalists in the 
United States are whores for 
the government and for the 
corporations.

The few real journalists that 
remain are resigning. Last 
year Sharyl Attkisson, a 21-
year veteran reporter with 
CBS resigned on the grounds 
that it had become too much 
of a fight to get truth report-
ed. She was frustrated that 
CBS saw its purpose to be a 
protector of the powerful, not 
a critic.

Recently 
Peter 
Oborne, 
the UK 
Tele-
graph’s 
chief 

political commentator, ex-
plained why he resigned. His 
stories about the wrongdoings 
of the banking giant, HSBC, 
were spiked, because HSBC 
is an important advertiser for 
the Telegraph. Osborne says: 
“The coverage of HSBC in 
Britain’s Telegraph is a fraud 
on its readers. If major news-
papers allow corporations to 
influence their content for 
fear of losing advertising 
revenue, democracy itself is 
in peril.”  

Last summer former New 
York Times editor Jill 
Abramson in a speech at the 
Chautauqua Institution said 
that the New York Times 

withheld information at the 
request of the White House.  
She said that for a number of 
years the press in general did 
not publish any stories that 
upset the White House. She 
justified this complete failure 
of journalism on the grounds 
that “journalists are Ameri-
cans, too. I consider myself 
to be a patriot.”
So in the United States jour-
nalists lie for the government 
because they are patriotic, 
and their readers and listeners 
believe the lies because they 
are patriotic.

Our view differs from the 
view of the New York Times 
editor.  The view of those 
of us here today is that our 
country is not the United 
States, it is not Mexico, our 
country is Truth.  Once a 
journalist sacrifices Truth to 
loyalty to a government, he 
ceases to be a journalist and 
becomes a propagandist.
Recently, Brian Williams, 
the television news anchor 
at NBC, destroyed his career 
because he mis-remembered 
an episode of more than a 
decade ago when he was cov-
ering the Iraq War. 

He told his audience that a 
helicopter in which he was 
with troops in a war zone as a 
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war correspondent was hit by 
ground fire and had to land.

But the helicopter had not 
been hit by ground fire.  His 
fellow journalists turned on 
him, accusing him of lying in 
order to enhance his status as 
a war correspondent.

On February 10, NBC sus-
pended Brian Williams for 6 
months from his job as Man-
aging Editor and Anchor of 
NBC Nightly News.

Think about this for a mo-
ment.  It makes no difference 
whatsoever whether the heli-
copter had to land because it 
had been hit by gun fire or for 
some other reason or whether 
it had to land at all. If it was 
an intentional lie, it was one 
of no consequence. If it was a 
mistake, an episode of “false 
memory,” why the excessive 
reaction? Psychologists say 
that false memories are com-
mon.

The same NBC that sus-
pended Brian Williams and 
the journalists who accused 
him of lying are all guilty of 
telling massive lies for the 
entirety of the 21st century 
that have had vast conse-
quences.  The United States 
government has been, and 

still is, invading, bombing, 
and droning  seven or eight 
countries on the basis of lies 
told by Washington and end-
lessly repeated by the media. 
Millions of people have been 
killed, maimed, and displaced 
by violence based entirely 
on lies spewing out of the 
mouths of Washington and its 
presstitutes.

We know 
what 
these 
lies are:  
Saddam 

Hussein’s weapons of mass 
destruction.  Assad of Syria’s 
use of chemical weapons. 
Iranian nukes.

Pakistani and Yemeni terror-
ists. Terrorists in Somalia.  
The endless lies about Gadd-
afi in Libya, about the Taliban 
in Afghanistan.  And now the 
alleged Russian invasion and 
annexation of Ukraine.
All of these transparent lies 
are repeated endlessly, and no 
one is held accountable.  But 
one journalist mis-remembers 
one insignificant detail about 
a helicopter ride and his ca-
reer is destroyed.

We can safely conclude that 
the only honest journalism 
that exists in the United 

States is provided by alterna-
tive media on the Internet.
Consequently, the Internet is 
now under US government 
attack.  “Truth is the enemy 
of the state,” and Washington 
intends to shut down truth 
everywhere.

Washington has appointed 
Andrew Lack, the former 
president of NBC News, to 
be the chief executive of the 
Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors. His first official state-
ment compared RT, Russia 
Today, the Russian-based 
news agency, with the Islam-
ic State and Boko Haram. In 
other words, Mr. Lack brands 
RT as a terrorist organization.
The purpose of Andrew 
Lack’s absurd comparison is 
to strike fear at RT that the 
news organization will be 
expelled from US media mar-
kets. Andrew Lack’s message 
to RT is: “lie for us or we are 
going to expel you from our 
air waves.”

The British already did this to 
Iran’s Press TV.

In the United States the at-
tack on Internet independent 
media is proceeding on sev-
eral fronts.  One is known as 
the issue of “net neutrality.”
There is an effort by Wash-
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ington, joined by Internet 
providers, to charge sites for 
speedy access. Bandwidth 
would be sold for fees. Large 
media corporations, such 
as CNN and the New York 
Times, would be able to pay 
the prices for a quickly open-
ing website.  Smaller inde-
pendent sites such as mine 
would be hampered with the 
slowness of the old “dial-up” 
type bandwidth.  Click on 
CNN and the site immedi-
ately opens.  Click on paul-
craigroberts.org and wait five 
minutes.

You get the picture.  This is 
Washington’s plan and the 
corporations’ plan for the 
Internet.

But it gets worse. The Elec-
tronic Frontier Foundation, 
which attempts to defend our 
digital rights, reports that 
so-called “free trade agree-
ments,” such as the Trans 
Pacific Partnership (and the 
Trans Atlantic Partnership) 
impose prison sentences, 
massive fines, and property 
seizures on Internet users 
who innocently violate vague 
language in the so-called 
trade agreements.

Recently, a young American, 
Barrett Brown, was sentenced 

to 5 years in prison and a fine 
of $890,000 for linking to 
allegedly hacked documents 
posted on the Internet.  Bar-
rett Brown did not hack the 
documents.  

He 
merely 
linked 
to an 
Inter-
net 
post-

ing, and he has no prospect 
of earning $890,000 over the 
course of his life.
The purpose of the US gov-
ernment’s prosecution, in-
deed, persecution, of this 
young person is to establish 
the precedent that anyone 
who uses Internet informa-
tion in ways that Washington 
disapproves, or for purposes 
that Washington disapproves, 
is a criminal whose life will 
be ruined.  The purpose of 
Barrett Brown’s show trial is 
to intimidate.  It is Washing-
ton’s equivalent to the murder 
of Mexican journalists.
But this is prologue.  Now 
we turn to the challenge that 
Washington presents to the 
entire world.

It is the nature of government 
and of technology to establish 
control. People everywhere 

face the threat of control by 
government and technology.  

But the threat from Washing-
ton is much greater.  Wash-
ington is not content with 
only controlling the citizens 
of the United States.  Wash-
ington intends to control the 
world.

Michael Gorbachev is correct 
when he says that the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union was 
the worst thing that has hap-
pened to humanity, because 
the Soviet collapse removed 
the only constraint on Wash-
ington’s power.
The Soviet collapse released 
a terrible evil upon the world. 

The neoconservatives in 
Washington concluded that 
the failure of communism 
meant that History has cho-
sen American “democratic 
capitalism,” which is neither 
democratic nor capitalist, to 
rule the world.  The Soviet 
collapse signaled “the End of 
History,” by which is meant 
the end of competition be-
tween social, political and 
economic systems.

The choice made by History 
elevated the United States to 
the pre-eminent position of 
being the “indispensable and 
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“Last summer former New York 
Times editor Jill Abramson in a 

speech at the Chautauqua 
Institution said that the New York 
Times withheld information at the 

request of the White House.  She said 
that for a number of 

years the press in 
general did not publish any stories 

that upset the White House. She 
justified this complete failure of 
journalism on the grounds that 

“journalists are Americans, too. I 
consider myself to be a patriot.”

... So in the United States 
journalists lie for the government 

because they are patriotic, and their 
readers and listeners believe the lies 

because they are patriotic.
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exceptional” country, a claim 
of superiority.  If the United 
States is “indispensable,” 
then others are dispensable.  
If the United States is excep-
tional, then others are unex-
ceptional.  

We have 
seen the 
conse-
quences 
of Wash-

ington’s ideology in Wash-
ington’s destruction of life 
and stability in the Middle 
East.
Washington’s drive for World 
Hegemony, based as it is on 
a lie, makes necessary the 
obliteration of Truth.  As 
Washington’s agenda of su-
premacy is all encompassing, 
Washington regards truth as a 
greater enemy than Russians, 
Muslim terrorists, and the 
Islamic State.

As truth is Washington’s 
worst enemy, everyone asso-
ciated with the truth is Wash-
ington’s enemy.

Latin America can have no 
illusions about Washington. 
The first act of the Obama 
Regime was to overthrow the 
democratic reformist govern-
ment of Honduras. Currently, 
the Obama Regime is trying 
to overthrow the govern-

ments of Venezuela, Ecuador, 
Bolivia, and Argentina.
As Mexicans know, in the 
19th century Washington 
stole half of Mexico.  Today 
Washington is stealing the 
rest of Mexico.  

The United States is stealing 
Mexico via financial impe-
rialism, by subordinating 
Mexican agriculture and 
self-sustaining peasant agri-
cultural communities to for-
eign-owned monoculture, by 
infecting Mexico with Mon-
santo’s GMO’s, genetically 
modified organisms, seeds 
that do not reproduce, chem-
icals that destroy the soil and 
nature’s nutrients, seeds that 
leave Mexico dependent on 
Monsanto for food crops with 
reduced nutritional value.
It is easy for governments 
to sell out their countries to 
Washington and the North 
American corporations. 

Washington and US corpo-
rations pay high prices for 
subservience to their control.  
It is difficult for countries, 
small in economic and po-
litical influence, to stand 
against such power.  All sorts 
of masks are used behind 
which Washington hides US 
exploitation–globalism, free 

trade treaties . . .
But the world is changing. 
Putin has revived Russia, and 
Russia has proved its ability 
to stand up to Washington.
On a purchasing power basis, 
China now has the largest 
economy in the world.

As China and Russia are now 
strategic allies, Washington 
cannot act against one with-
out acting against the other.  
The two combined exceed 
Washington’s capabilities.
The United States govern-
ment has proven to the entire 
world that it is lawless.   A 
country that flaunts its disre-
spect of law cannot provide 
trusted leadership.
My conclusion is that Wash-
ington’s power has peaked.
Another reason Washington’s 
power has peaked is that 
Washington has used its pow-
er to serve only itself and US 
corporations.  The Rest of the 
World is dispensable and has 
been left out.

Washington’s power grew out 
of World War 2.  All other 
economies and currencies 
were devastated.  This al-
lowed Washington to seize 
the world reserve currency 
role from Great Britain.
The advantage of being the 
world reserve currency is 
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that you can pay your bills 
by printing money.  In other 
words, you can’t go broke as 
long as other countries are 
willing to hold your fiat cur-
rency as their reserves.
But if other countries were to 
decide not to hold US curren-
cy as reserves, the US could 
go broke suddenly.

Since 2008 the supply of US 
dollars has increased dra-
matically in relation to the 
ability of the real economy to 
produce goods and services.  
Whenever the growth of 
money outpaces the growth 
of real output, trouble lies 
ahead. Moreover, Washing-
ton’s policy of imposing 
sanctions in an effort to force 
other countries to do its will 
is causing a large part of the 
world known as the BRICS 
to develop an alternative in-
ternational payments system.
Washington’s arrogance and 
hubris have caused Wash-
ington to ignore the interests 
of other countries, including 
those of its allies. 

Even Washington’s Europe-
an vassal states show signs 
of developing an indepen-
dent foreign policy in their 
approach to Russia and 
Ukraine.  

Opportunities will arise for 
governments to escape from 
Washington’s control and to 

pursue the interests of their 
own peoples.

The US media has never per-
formed the function assigned 
to it by the Founding Fathers. 
The media is supposed to be 
diverse and independent. It 
is supposed to confront both 
government and private inter-
est groups with the facts and 
the truth.  At times the US 
media partially fulfilled this 
role, but not since the final 
years of the Clinton Regime 
when the government al-
lowed six mega-media com-
panies to consolidate 90% of 
the media in their hands.
The mega-media companies 
that control the US media are 
GE, News Corp, Disney, Via-
com, Time Warner, and CBS.  
(GE owns NBC, formerly an 
independent network.  News 
Corp owns Fox News, the 
Wall Street Journal, and Brit-
ish newspapers. Disney owns 
ABC. Time Warner owns 
CNN.)

The US media is no longer 
run by journalists.  It is run 
by former government offi-
cials and corporate advertis-
ing executives. The values 
of the mega-media compa-
nies depend on their federal 
broadcast licenses.  

If the companies go against 
the government, the com-
panies take a risk that their 

licenses will not be renewed 
and, thus, the multi-billion 
dollar values of the compa-
nies fall to zero. If media 
organizations investigate 
wrongful activities by cor-
porations, they risk the loss 
of advertising revenues and 
become less viable.

Ninety percent control of 
the media gives government 
a Ministry of Propaganda, 
and that is what exists in 
the United States.  Nothing 
reported in the print or TV 
media can be trusted.Today 
there is a massive propaganda 
campaign against the Russian 
government.  The incessant 
flow of disinformation from 
Washington and the media 
has destroyed the trust be-
tween nuclear powers that 
President Reagan and Pres-
ident Gorbachev worked so 
hard to create. According to 
polls, 62% of the US popu-
lation now regards Russia as 
the main threat.

I conclude my remarks with 
the observation that there can 
be no greater media failure 
than to bring back the spec-
ter of nuclear war.  And that 
is what the US media has 
achieved.
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GEORGE ORWELL: 
“To see what is in 
front of one’s nose 

needs a 
constant struggle.”
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January 17, 2017 
By Baran Hines

https://www.activistpost.com/2017/01/
reporter-udo-ulfkotte-exposed-govern-
ments-creating-fake-news-war-propagan-
da-found-dead.html

Udo Ulfkotte, a German jour-
nalist and whistleblower who 
spoke out against fake news 
from government and intelli-
gence sources, has died from 
a heart attack at the age of 56. 

He was an assistant editor for 
German mainstream me-
dia newspaper Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, and he 
lived in many Middle Eastern 
countries during his career, 
including Iraq, Iran, Afghan-
istan, Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
United Arab Emirates, Egypt 
and Jordan.
As Ulfkotte became increas-
ingly upset at news reports 

sourced from false govern-
ment information, he began 
publishing a magazine called 
Whistleblower, which reports 
on topics not covered by the 
German media. He also wrote 
multiple books on the subject 
during the 2000s.

Ulfkotte is best known to 
international viewers from 
select appearances on Russia 
Today, specifically an Oc-
tober 2014 interview about 
his book Bought Journal-
ists, in which he discussed 
the epidemic of propaganda 
in mainstream media news 
reports and the increased 
anti-Russia sentiment being 
generated. 

He also discussed the heavy 
influence on international 
news from American, Israeli 

and other Western intelli-
gence agencies.
Ulfkotte described his expe-
rience saying “I’ve been a 
journalist for about 25 years 
and I was educated to lie, to 
betray and not to tell the truth 
to the public,” referring to his 
career in mainstream media. 

He also noted that he was 
“fed up” with the propagan-
da and said he was speaking 
out, despite admitting having 
heart trouble on television.
I’ve had three heart attacks, 
I have no children, so if they 
want to bring me to court or 
to prison, so it’s worth for the 
truth.

The interview only has 
166,000 views on the official 
RT channel; however, it has 
likely been seen millions of 

Reporter Udo Ulfkotte, 
Who Exposed Governments 
Creating Fake News War
Propaganda, Found Dead

heart attaCk at the age oF 56
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times because the video has 
been uploaded by many other 
YouTube channels and Face-
book pages. The interview is 
often shared as a detailed ex-
ample of mainstream media’s 
disinformation campaigns.

His comments were one of 
the earlier warnings about 
anti-Russia propaganda 
which came before the recent 
escalation that features Amer-
ican media claiming Russian 
officials influenced the 2016 
US election in favor of Don-
ald Trump. 

He went on to condemn the 
anti-Russia propaganda re-
lated to the Ukraine crisis, 
telling RT “seeing right now 
within the last months how 
the German and American 
media tries to bring war 
to the people in Europe to 
bring war to Russia, this is a 
point of no return.” Ulfkotte 
also apologized for his role 
in the past because he felt 
“ashamed” for some of the 
news reporting in his name.

“I’m going to stand up and 
say it is not right what I have 
done in the past, to manipu-

late people, to make propa-
ganda against Russia and it is 
not right what my colleagues 
do and have done in the past, 
because they are bribed, to 
betray the people not only in 
Germany all over Europe.
The reason I’m writing this 
book [Bought Journalists] 
is that I am very fearful of 
a new war in Europe and I 
don’t like to have this situ-
ation again, because war is 
not never coming from itself. 
There’s always people behind 
it to push for war and this is 
not only politicians, this is 
journalists too.” 

He then noted the problem 
is “especially” in German 
media saying “my colleagues 
who day by day write [propa-
ganda] against the Russians, 
who are in trans-Atlantic 
organizations, and who are 
supported by the United 
States to do so.

Ulfkotte went on to describe 
his personal experience with 
American influencers and 
intelligence agencies.

“I was bribed by the Ameri-
cans not to report exactly the 

truth. I was invited by the 
German Marshall Fund of 
the United States to travel to 
the US. They paid for all my 
expenses and put me in con-
tact with Americans they’d 
like me to meet,” he said. “I 
became an honorary citizen 
of the state of Oklahoma in 
the US just because I wrote 
pro-American. I was support-
ed by the CIA. I have helped 
them in several situations and 
I feel ashamed for that too.”

Many journalists based in dif-
ferent countries are involved 
in the same practice of work-
ing with American and Eu-
ropean intelligence agencies 
to varying degrees, Ulfkotte 
also added.

“Most of the journalists you 
see in foreign countries, they 
claim to be journalists and 
they might be. But many of 
them, like me in the past, are 
so-called ‘non-official cov-
er.’ It means you work for an 
intelligence agency. You help 
them if they want you to, 
but they will never say they 
know you.”
Ulfkotte also discussed the 
specific progression of how 
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mainstream media journalists 
are sought out and eventually 
approached by government 
agents. The unofficial work-
ing relationships between 
these journalists and intelli-
gence agencies usually begin 
as a friendship, to prep the 
journalist before proposing 
the cooperation.

“They work on your ego, 
make you feel like you’re 
important, and one day one 
of them will ask you ‘Will 
you do me this favor?'” he 
explained.
 
Udo Ulfkotte referenced one 
instance where he was asked 
to print a news report based 
on intelligence which he 
could not verify, and he noted 
the conclusion of the article 
was already determined. The 
propaganda effort was part 
of building the campaign by 
Western countries to remove 
Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi 
from power.

“One day the BND (German 
foreign intelligence agen-
cy) came to my office at the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine in 
Frankfurt. They wanted me to 

write an article about Libya 
and Colonel Muammar Gadd-
afi. They gave me all this se-
cret information and they just 
wanted me to sign the article 
with my name,” Ulfkotte told 
RT. “That article was how 
Gaddafi tried to secretly build 
a poison gas factory. It was a 
story that was printed world-
wide two days later.”

 Udo Ulfkotte has also been 
part of the increased contro-
versy in Germany about how 
to handle the growing refugee 
crisis, as migrants from the 
Middle East and Africa flee 
war zones and poverty. Face-
book temporarily blocked 
his page in July 2016 after 
he bought an ad for his new 
book titled Boundless Crim-
inal, which exposes alleged 
cover-ups by authorities and 
mainstream media to hide 
crimes committed by mi-
grants. 

The message he received 
from the social network read 
that the content of the post-
ing “violated its guidelines,” 
likely because of a perceived 
anti-immigrant and anti-Mus-
lim message.

“I don’t claim every migrant 
to be a criminal, that would 
absolutely not be correct, but 
we have not checked which 
people that we in our coun-
try,” Ulfkotte told RT when 
asked about his positions.
Prior to the current crisis, 
Ulfkotte had expressed 
concerns about the “Islam-
ization” of Germany for 15 
years, writing multiple books 
on the subject.

Germany received almost 
one million asylum seekers in 
2015 and may have reached 
similar numbers in 2016. 
Many of the refugees have 
come from Syria and Iraq 
after fleeing their hometowns 
because of the Islamic State 
and other groups.

baran hines writes for Ac-
tivistPost.com. He is the 
founder of WTFRLY.com, 
where you can read more of 
his work. 



caitlin JoHnstone
“We are not the enemy of the people!” these outlets pro-
claimed with one voice, chanting as one, repeating the same 
mantra over and over again like a hypnotist. “We are not the en-
emy of the people! We are not the enemy of the people! We are 
not the enemy of the people!”

Oh, fuck you. Yes you fucking are.

… The mass media absolutely are the enemy of the people. 
Without question they are. They are the enemy of our entire 
species.

… The reason we have not turned our creative power toward 
health and harmony instead of death and destruction is because 
we are being manipulated by powerful people who have a vest-
ed interest in maintaining the status quo. And they are doing so 
using the mass media.

... Humans don’t want to suffer and toil in order to make a few 
billionaires even more rich and powerful than they already are. 
Literally nobody wants that for humanity besides those billion-
aires and their immediate underlings. The reason we haven’t 
yet used the power of our numbers to create a system wherein 
everyone gets their basic needs met and we all work in collab-
oration with ourselves and our environment instead of poison-
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ing our air and water and spending medicine money on bombs is 
because there are screens in our lives convincing us all day in and 
day out that this is not in our best interest. Keep consenting to in-
creasing degrees of corrupt crony capitalism. Keep voting for the 
same oligarch-owned two-headed one-party system day in and 
day out. Keep ignoring how the US military is the worst polluter 
on earth and how the cost of the Iraq war could have purchased 
the planetary conversion to renewable energy.
Day after day after day the public’s psyches are pummeled with 
these deceitful narratives which manufacture consent for war, ex-
ploitation and oppression instead of health and thriving. The only 
thing keeping us from rising like lions in unvanquishable number 
as in the Percy Bysshe Shelley poem and creating a healthy world 
is because we are imprisoned in a psychic cage made of propagan-
da narratives. The billionaire-controlled mass media are the enemy 
of the people in the same way a cage is the enemy of a bird.
… But we are the many. And they are the few. 
And we are waking up.

caitlin 
JoHnstone
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Forgive my grief for one 
removed, 
Thy creature, whom I 
found so fair. 
I trust he lives in thee, and 
there 
I find him worthier to be 
loved. 
in memoriam 
alFred lord 
tennyson 

DEDICATION 
To Donna and her daugh-
ters. 

PREFACE 

From Editor Rick Fried-
man's column in The Star- 
Tribune of Tinley Park, 
111., October 10, 1974. 

Penn, I picked up my copy 
of the Midlothian 
(Tex.) Mirror this week an 
era ended for me. 

It ended with a simple 
front-page announcement: 

"Thanks, Midlothian. This 
is the last issue of the 

“ ... ON 
NOVEMBER 22, 
1963, your 
territory expanded. 
You stepped from 
one dusty little 
community outside 
of Dallas into the 
world. 
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“tHe Greatest criMinal in tHis nation, We tHinK, is a disHonest 

neWsMan. Newsmen have been given the highest gift a nation can 

give a group: a right. Newsmen have been given this right of free-

dom of the press and freedom of speech in the expectation they 

would report the truth as honestly as humanly possible. Ordinary 

criminals kill individuals, but dishonest newsmen are involved in 

killing a nation — in this case, this democracy. Which brings us 

to native Texan Dan Rather, a longtime Houstonian, and his new 

book, The Camera Never Blinks...

“... The omissions, errors, distortions, and untruths in Rather’s 

book are just too great and too numerous to be dismissed as un-

intentional inaccuracies or harmless forgetfulness. Back in Dallas 

after having been moved from there to New Orleans just a few 

weeks before President Kennedy’s assassination, Rather played 

a major role that day in all the events for CBS. ... the biggest dis-

tortion is what he said he saw when he was one of the few per-

sons in the world privileged to see the Abraham Zapruder film 

that Saturday morning, November 23. In his narration of the film 

as part of CBS nationwide television coverage, Rather said the 

President’s head ‘went forward with considerable violence.’ This 

narration confirmed the so-called ‘Oswald position’ for the na-

tion, but he said nothing about the violent backward motion of 

the President’s head which would have strongly suggested a sec-

ond gunman at that early date.”

— Penn Jones Jr.
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Midlothian Mirror with 
Penn Jones Jr. as editor. Mr. 
and Mrs. Barham Alderdice 
are the new owners 
and operators. We urge our 
readers and advertis- 
ers to be as loyal to them as 
you have been to us- 
We are very grateful for our 
29 years (less two 
months) at the head of this 
weekly. We haven't ac- 
complished much, but we 
sure had our time at bat." 
YOU SURE DID, Penn. 
And you played one hell 
of a ball game. 

It was a ball 
game I began 
watching back 
in 
July 1963, 
when you and I 
first got togeth-
er at the 
Internation-

al Conference of Weekly 
Newspaper 
Editors. Up to that point, 
you had never heard of 
ICWNE and most of us at 
the conference had 
never heard if you. 

ICWNE gave you its Elijah 
Parish Lovejoy award 
for courage in journalism. 
We were to continue 
hearing of you from then 

on — on radio and televis- 
ion and in national maga-
zines, including the 21- 
page cover story about you 
in "Ramparts." 
YOU WON THE Lovejoy 
award for a battle you 
had waged with the John 
Birch society which in- 
cluded two physical as-
saults on you and the fire- 
bombing of your newspa-
per plant. 

In one of those fights, you 
flew through a plate 
glass door with the leader 
of the local John Birch 
society. He weighed 190 
pounds and stood 6-2. You 
weighed 130 pounds and 
stood 5-2. You were sitting 
on him. choking him, when 
they pulled you off. 
He went to the hospital be-
cause you bit him on 
the hand- 

I REMEMBER what you 
said back there in 1963 on 
receiving the Courage in 
Journalism award: 

"Sometimes the little pub-
lishers need encourage- 
ment because it gets pretty 
lonely down there. I had 
been fighting 17 years and 
was about ready to give 
up. I couldn't even help 

elect a man to the school 
board. But maybe that 
award makes me think I'll 
stick around another 17 
years.” 
You stuck around for an-
other 11 years, Penn. I'll 
settle for that. It's been one 
hell of an 11 years, and 
you've touched a lot of 
lives deeply, including 
mine and my family's. 

I REMEMBER what you 
told me 11 years ago at 
the conference: how you 
had joined the Army in 
3940 as a technical sergeant 
and had come home 
five years later as a major 
with a Bronze star. 

You came home from Italy 
with something far 
more important. You ex-
plained it this way: 

"I felt that from what I had 
seen of the world — of 
war and misery — if my 
friends had not died in vain 
then somebody had a terrif-
ic job to do of explaining 
the task in front of us, to 
insure any type of peace. 
I had decided to run a 
newspaper so that I could 
make at least one commu-
nity realize the duties that 
went along with their rights 
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as citizens of the great- 
est democracy on earth.” 

It was 1945 when you 
bought the Midlothian 
Mirror, a broken-down, 
two-year-old newspaper, 
for $4,000. 

ON NOVEMBER 22, 
1963, your territory ex-
panded- 
You stepped from one 
dusty little community out- 
side of Dallas into the 
world. 

You were sitting in the Dal-
las Trade Mart at noon 
that day, waiting for the 
President of the United 
States to arrive for a lun-
cheon. While you waited, 
the President was assassi-
nated a few miles away. 

You dedicated the rest of 
your newspaper career 
to finding out who really 
killed John F. Kennedy. 

YOU NEVER believed that 
Oswald did it. You 
never believed the Warren 
Commission report. 

You travelled at your own 
expense from one end 
of the country to the other, 
tracking down leads. 

You wrote three books and 
published them, again, 
at your own expense and 
went broke in the process. 

You were called a fool and 
a nut and even a 
drunk (You could belt down 
straight Bourbon better 
than anyone I ever knew 
and not even show it.) 
by those who disagreed 
with you. 

You popped up on televi-
sion and radio shows, 
on college campuses, all 
over, trying to make one 
very large community, the 
United States oi America, 
"realize the duties that went 
along with their rights 
as citizens of the greatest 
democracy on earth.” 

AND THROUGH it all, 
you never lost your sense 
of humor (I never knew 
anyone who could laugh 
as hard at his own jokes-) 
or your humility. You 
never saw yourself as a 
superstar of the anti-estab- 
lishment. In fact, you were 
the most unlikely superstar 
imaginable: a bald man in 
his fifties with a wrinkled 
face and a warmth that 
made most people like you 
immediately. 

You never had to shout to 
make a point. You 
talked and people listened, 
at least some people 
did. 

But there was always that 
East Texas toughness 
behind your eyes. 

I won't go into your theo-
ries on the Kennedy 
assassination. If people 
want to know about them, 
they can order your three 
"Forgive My Grief" 
books. You have thousands 
of unsold copies left. 

SOMETIME DURING 
those "assassination inves- 
tigation" years, I asked you 
what you were trying 
to accomplish. You said, "If 
somewhere up the line, 
■years from now, some 
historian looks at even a 
little bit of what I've put 
down in print and makes 
use of it to get the truth, 
everything I've done was 
worth it." 

It was worth it, Penn. 

Your lonely pursuit of the 
truth has set the stand- 
ard for those of us who 
chase it for a living. 
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You've more than lived up 
to the promise you 
made to those friends of 
yours who died in the hills 
of Italy some 30 years ago- 

I love you, Penn. Because 
you represent the best 
of what gives "this greatest 
democracy on earth*' 
a chance to work. 

INTRODUCTION 

In the foreword of 
Volume I of FOR-
GIVE MY 
GRIEF, published 
in 1966, we felt 
the Warren Com- 
mission had taken 

“audacious action by Com-
mission lawyers and the 
Chairman in obfuscating 
the evidence . . .” 

In Volume II, 1967, we said 
“the conclusions of 
the Warren Commission are 
a gigantic fraud . . 

In Volume III, 1969, we 
stated that the “military 
power grab was the real 
key behind the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy.  
We named President 
Lyndon Johnson as one of 
the conspirators. 

This is our fourth volume, 
and we find the vast 
amount of evidence still 
available for investigators 
is overwhelming. A century 
from now historians will 
criticize us for doing such a 
poor job of research. We 
plead guilty and ask for 
meitiful understanding. 

It is quite an undertaking 
for a weekly newspaper 
to publish a book. We have 
no national circulation; 
the coverage we receive in 
the mass media is 99% 
derisive. 

We feel it should be report-
ed that our publication 
losses have been sizable. 
Stories about the “buffs” 
being in this work “to make 
money” get a bit sick- 
ening at times. If this really 
were a money grabbing 
scheme, there ceitainly 
would be more people at 
work on this case. 

Encouragment has come 
from our family, and from 
a few brave youth who 
want to continue efforts to 
unravel the conspiracy. 

Editing a liberal weekly 
newspaper in Texas the 
past twenty-nine years was 

a joyous burden — that is, 
until November 22, 1963. 
From that date, it soon 
became clear that a sophis-
ticated military dictator- 
ship has destroyed our de-
mocracy and has us all 
in a death grip. 

Now let us all pray that this 
is a horrible nightmare. 

INTRODUCTION 

There are two people in 
Texas, besides my wife, 
who have materially assist-
ed with the work in this 
book. Recently Gary Shaw 
of Cleburne, Texas gave 
his permission to be listed 
as a contributor to this 
book. We are grateful for 
his tireless efforts. The 
other person, upon request, 
remains nameless. 

PENN JONES, JR. 
December 2. 1974 

FOREWORD 

In the discharge of our duty 
as a newspaper editor, 
we must do everything 
possible to bring into some 
intelligible whole ALL 
the events surrounding the 
assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy. 
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Inquiry is the life blood of 
truth, and the careful 
report of inquiry is the 
newspaperman’s cross and 
grail. 

But grails are no longer 
attractive, and journalism is 
so timid and weak. How 
else account for the almost 
total disregard on the part 
of the national press of the 
many persons — missing, 
murdered, or met with 
death strangely — who 
were related to the tragedy 
in Dallas. 

The material of this book 
first ran as a series in The 
Midlothian (Texas) Mirror. 
Further articles will appear 
periodically. We expect to 
work on the assassination 
for the rest of our lives — 
not that any action will be 
taken, but in the hope that 
historians may be able to 
point a more accurate ring-
er. 
When we planned this 
series beginning at the time 
of the Jack Ruby trial, we 
felt the Warren Commis-
sion should remain in exis-
tence for at least five years. 
When the Commission 
made its Report and dis-
banded, we felt it 
should be reopened. 

Now we doubt such action 
would be profitable other 
than to add more white-
wash to the already thick 
coat. 

We do not have all the an-
swers. But after spending' 
several thousand hours 
knocking on doors, asking 
questions, meanwhile read-
ing the Report, we believe 
audacious actions were 
taken by the Commission 
lawyers and the Chairman 
obfuscating the evidence 
left after President Ken-
nedy, Tippit, and Oswald 
were killed. 

We are convinced some of 
the instigators of the 
assassination were people 

of the lowest sort. On their 
own merits, none of them 
would gain an invitation to 
your home. For the most 
part they were bribe takers, 
punks, pimps, homosex-
uals, perverts, and cheap 
gamblers. They have now 
gained a large amount of 
respectability. And until 
they are brought to justice, 
will grow more dangerous. 

We thank the dedicated few 
who have helped in assem- 
bling the facts presented. 
They must have shed the 
hot tears of despair this 
writer could not hold back. 
These workers came from 
many walks of life — with 
no hope of reward. There 
were only two in Dallas 

... and journalism is so timid and 
weak. How else account for the 
almost total disregard on the part of 
the national press of the many 
persons — missing, murdered, or 
met with death strangely — who 
were related to the tragedy in 
Dallas. 
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who would aid us, 
and for obvious reasons, we 
do not name them. 
Penn Jonas Jr. 

Published and copyrighted, 
1969, by The Midlothian 
Mirror, Inc. Midlothian, 
Texas. 

Reprinted with addendum 
January 1976 

Dedicated to the youth of 
America. It will take 
all of your talent, all of 
your energy, all of your 
courage and many thou-
sands of your lives to 
bring America back to the 
American dream. 

Forgive my grief for one 
removed, 

Thy creature, whom I 
found so fair. 

I trust he lives in thee, and 
there 
I find him worthier to be 
loved. 

IN MEMORIAM 
ALFRED LORD TENNY-
SON 

A Brother’s Tribute 
Courage is the virtue that 
President Kennedy most 

admired. He sought out 
those people who had 
demonstrated in some way, 
whether it was on a battle-
field, or a baseball 
diamond, in a speech, or 
fighting for a cause, tljiat 
they had courage, that they 
wouldstand up, that they 
could be counted on. 

. . . President Kennedy was 
fond of quoting Dante that 
“the hottest places in Hell 
are reserved for those who, 
in a time of great crisis, 
maintain their neutrality.” 

. . . Thomas Carlyle wrote: 
“The courage we desire and 
prize is not the courage to 
die decently but to live 
manfully.” 

. . . Lord Tweedsmuir, one 
of the President’s favorite 
authors wrote in his autobi-
ography: “Public life is the 
crown of a career, and to 
young men it is the worthi-
est ambition. Politics is still 
the greatest and most hon-
orable adventure.” 

It has been fashionable in 
many places to look down 
on politics, on those in 
Government. President 
Kennedy, I think, changed 
that and altered the public 

conception of Government. 
He certainly did for those 
who participated. 
But, however we feel 
about politics, the arena 
of Government is where 
the decisions will be made 
affecting not only all our 
destinies, but the future of 
our children bom and un-
born. 

Robert Kennedy’s tribute to 
his brother, John F. 
Kennedy, printed in LOOK 
MAGAZINE, February 25, 
1964, as part of the fore-
word to a new edition erf 
PROFILES IN COURAGE 
by JOHN F. KENNEDY 

Library of Congress Cat-
alog Card Number: 66-
22345 

FOREWORD 

It has always been difficult 
for a democracy to 
return to democracy after a 
prolonged period of 
dictatorship that always 
comes with war. Few peo- 
ple remember or even know 
of the great struggle 
which went on in the Unit-
ed States after World 
War I when red baiting got 
its start. Civil rights 
were violated on a mass 
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scale during and after 
World War I until civilian 
control of the country was 
again established. 

We never made the return 
to democracy after 
World War II. The changes 
were more subtle this 
time, but just as deadly. 
Much of the take-over by 
the military was hidden 
behind the attacks on the 
military by Senator Joe 
McCarthy. But the military 
encroachment apparently is 
permanent. 

The military power grab 
was the real key behind the 
assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy. A strug-
gle which is already lost 
and is confirmed by the 
long list of strange deaths 
which have been recorded 
in The Midlothian Mirror, 
in "Forgive My Grief,'' 
Vols. I and II, and in this 
book. 

People in the United States 
pretend that President Ken-
nedy was killed by a lone 
individual. All the rest of 
the world knows this is not 
true. It is really too late to 
continue to debate whether 
or not a conspiracy does 
exist to kill liberal leaders 

in this country. After the 
deaths of President Ken-
nedy, Senator Robert Ken-
nedy, Martin Luther King, 
Malcolm X, Ambassador 
Stevenson* and Medgar 
Evers, conspiracy debates 
should be ended. 

A conspiracy does exist. 
Not only are liberal 
leaders killed when they 
threaten the establishment, 
at least sixty-eight others 
have had to die in order 
to keep the truth about the 
assassinations from get- 
ting out.** 

The really tragic fact in the 
United States is that the 
citizenry is uninformed or 
misinformed. The public 
has not read the record of 
these killings, therefore our 
people float lethargically in 
ignorance. 
And ignorance is cancer to 
democracy. 

Even attorneys have not 
bothered to read the 
26 volume record compiled 
by the Warren Commis- 
sion. Honorable Charles W. 
Halleck, Federal Judge 
in Washington, D.C., did 
not read the record. Judge 
Halleck, who heard the 
case in which New Orleans 

District Attorney Jim Garri-
son attempted to obtain 
the autopsy photographs 
and x-rays of President 
Kennedy, complained that 
he had not had time to 
read the record. 

All the news media cooper-
ated and conspired 
in misleading the people. 
Slanted coverage is the 
rule when any story is 
written concerning these 
deaths. 

Our government too, con-
spired to keep our country 
in ignorance. Only 8,000 
sets of the testimony and 
exhibits (26 volumes) 
were printed. How can 
200,000,000 people know 
the facts when only 
8,000 sets of books are 
available? There are 10,000 
libraries in this country. 

Amateur photographer 
Abraham Zapruder and 
Life Magazine conspired to 
maintain the ignorance 
of the public. Zapruder sold 
his famous film of the 
assassination for 
$1,000,000 then tried 
to pretend he only got 
$25,000. Life paid this 
fantastic sum for the 
23-second film, not to make 
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money, but to sup- 
press the film. The original 
film is the most precious 
possession of Life. Both 
Life and Zapruder could 
have made millions by 
showing the film, but it has 
been shown only on court 
order or very sparingly 
to individuals who wangle 
a showing at the National 
Archives in Washington. 

New Orleans District Attor-
ney Jim Garrison lost 
his battle to convict New 
Orleans businessman Clay 
Shaw of conspiracy to kill 
President Kennedy. But 
there was a positive “fringe 
benefit" from the trial. 
Garrison, by court order, 
obtained a copy of the 
Zapruder film and used it 
in the Shaw trial. Garri-
son showed the film to the 
entire courtroom nine times 
during the trial. 

After viewing the film the 
most dogmatic news- 
man was convinced of a 
conspiracy that killed the 
President. All present in 
court heard repeatedly: 
“Yes, Garrison has proved a 
conspiracy, but Clay 
Shaw was not involved." 
How can one who cares 
for his country make such a 

statement in casual 
conversation. It could just 
as properly be restated: 

"Yes, Earl Warren, Chief 
Justice of the United States, 
and his six associates on 
the Warren Commission 
lied and perjured them-
selves, but Clay Shaw was 
not involved" When a de-
mocracy has died, tears 
should be shed. 

Showing the Zapruder film 
nine times to a crowded 
courtroom was a record 
for the film up to that time. 
Now, a small breakthrough 
has been made. One TV 
station in Los Angeles has 
dared to oppose Life Maga-
zine and the station repeat-
edly showed a blackmarket, 
or stolen copy, of the Za- 
pruder film to its viewing 
audience. 

The film is convincing that 
there was a conspiracy. 
Proof of such a conspiracy 
is frightening. 
The enormity of the task 
for all of us is truly stag- 
gering. I do not know of a 
single individual who 
has viewed the film who 
still believed Lee Harvey 
Oswald alone killed Presi-
dent Kennedy. My im- 

pressions, which were con-
firmed by letters from 
people in the Los Angeles 
area, are reprinted 
below: 

the Zapruder Film 

FEBRUARY 20, 1969 

I have seen the Zapruder 
film, and I can well under- 
stand why it has not been 
shown to the American 
people. 
No sane person can see that 
film and still protest that 
Kennedy was shot only 
from the back. 

Just before the fatal head 
shot, Mrs. Kennedy is hold- 
ing the President. She real-
izes he has been shot. With 
the death shot, the head ex-
plodes, and the President’s 
whole body is propelled 
out of his wife’s hands so 
rapidly that Mrs. Kenne-
dy is left with her hands 
outstretched and empty. 
The body of the President 
seems to be plunging down 
behind his wife from the 
force of the bullet. Hewas 
dead the instant of the mas-
sive head wound. 

The movement of the 
President’s body was so 
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forceful, so rapid, my mind 
immediately made two 
comparisons. I thought of 
a hay baler plunger spring-
ing back to position after a 
block of hay has been com-
pressed. I thought of 
the breech mechanism of 
a .45 automatic pistol that 
kicks to full open and re-
mains locked there after the 
last shot in a clip is fired. 

After seeing this short film, 
I sat stunned. 

I thought of the first wit-
ness of the day, FBI Agent 
Lyndal L. Shaneyfelt, a 
photography expert, who 
sat on the stand with hands 
trembling and told the court 
that he had seen the film 
many times and that he 
thought the material from 
the President’s head flew 
forward — indicating a 
shot from the rear. 

Then I thought of the two 
Assistant United States 
Attorneys who escorted 
Shaneyfelt to the court 
room and asked permis-
sion of the court to remain 
present while Shaneyfelt 
testified. These men sitting 
on the same bench with me 
stared at ‘‘their boy” with 
stone faces all during 

the time he testified. That 
man seemed under house 
arrest. 

I beg all of you. Do every-
thing you can to force this 
government to take this 
film from Life Magazine 
and show it to the nation. It 
is the most important little 
piece of film ever exposed 
on this planet. And it holds 
the key to the welfare of 
this country. 

I repeat, only in the United 
States is the one man assas-
sination story accepted. The 
rest of the world knows 
better. The world has much 
less respect for us for they 
realize we too know the 
story is really not true, but 
we are too self satisfied, too 
afraid, to dare do anything 
about the lie told here 
and called the official story. 

Historian Arnold Toynbee 
recently wrote: "The 
whole world is concerned 
for the United States 
seems to have lost her 
way.'" 

Penn Jones, Jr. 
Midlothian, Texas 

“... You were sit-
ting in the Dallas 
Trade Mart at noon 
that day, waiting for 
the President of the 
United States to ar-
rive for a luncheon. 
While you waited, 
the President was 
assassinated a few 
miles away. 

You dedicated the 
rest of your newspa-
per career to finding 
out who really killed 
John F. Kennedy. 

You travelled at 
your own expense 
from one end of the 
country to the other, 
tracking down leads. 
You wrote three 
books and published 
them, again, at your 
own expense and 
went broke in the 
process. 
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“Rage is the only quality which has kept me, 
or anybody I have ever studied, 

writing columns for newspapers.”

— Jimmy Breslin

“Tell the truth, and if it bothers people, that’s too bad. 
If it bothers people on top, that’s better. 

There’s nothin’ better than that.”
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The News From 
Moon Rock Lake

As read by ChuCk GreGory to close each episode 
of The New American Dream Radio Show ...

“Well, it’s been another long week in Moon Rock Lake, 
Ohio, my hometown, at the end of the empire.”
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The local newspaper editor 
is already fighting the ru-
mor of the proposed con-
struction of a new prison 
near town.

His father was also a news-
paper man. 

He despises the term em-
bedded, and he thinks Tom 
Brokaw, Ben Bradley, Bob 
Woodward, Wolf Blitzer … 
Dan Rather, Peter Jennings, 
probably Walter Cronkite 
as well, were all CIA.

“It Begins In The Heart,” 
was one of the editor’s 
most recent editorials about 
the need for “A New Amer-
ican Revolution.” He had 
said that if there were to be 
a revolution in America it 
would come from the cen-
ter, from the heart, the land, 
the heart-land. 

It would be something 
to turn the thousands of 
church buildings into more 
than social halls, and it 
would happen here. 

Because here some folks 
have it within them to 
know right from wrong. 

Otherwise, what was he 
doing here?

You can’t go about your 
delightful day letting other 
people scrounge in the dirt 
for scraps from your table, 
and then act all excited and 
surprised when they try to 
snatch a sliver of the pie 
from your kitchen window. 
That’s what he said.

He hopes his writing will 
perhaps get him out of 
Moon Rock Lake. Some-
how an editor in Columbus 
or Cleveland will find him 
and invite him to a real 
newsroom. 

Maybe that boss would let 
him do his job — the job of 
any good newspaper report-
er confronted with small-
town hysteria over some 
stupid thing. 

He would face it down with 
his Macintosh, like a sher-
iff in the street telling the 
lynch mob, “that’ll be far 
enough, boys.”

Because he is the edi-
tor-in-chief, every goddamn 
morning the grass fire of 
the day’s worries surrounds 
Jackson Cornwall III 
threatening to devour him 
as he shoves through “The 
Wednesday Miracle” glass 
front door.

Actually, he wanted to 
write, not edit, but this was 
the job offered and they 
need the money.

The radio blared from the 
empty desk of the sports 
reporter.

“Hellooo Moon Rock Lake. 
This is KWML on your 
AM dial, bringing you the 
hits of the ‘70s, ‘80s and 
‘90s, and your work-week 
weather forecast.”

“What have you got for 
today?”
Cornwall asked Kurt, one 
of his two reporters.

“There’s a supervisors 
meeting, the Pets Parade 
at the nursing home and 
somebody said something 
to Tori’s cousin about a fire 
somewhere last night.”

“Paula in?” Cornwall 
asked.
“Haven’t seen her yet.”
“I’m going next door. We’ll 
have a meeting when I get 
back,” said Cornwall.

Jackson wants Kurt’s job, 
to just be a reporter. Every-
one liked the stories Jack-
son wrote when he got the 
time. They told him so.
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He wrote about school 
boards and war heroes and 
flower gardens and parades. 

But what he really wanted 
were murders and robberies 
with strings of guts caked 
to the wallpaper.

At the big paper he’d shine, 
he’d write about important 
things, not like the story 
yesterday about how the 
wheelchair club petitioned 
the city council to put in 
ramped curbs downtown.

He needs to be a hero. 
He fears he’s not a good 
enough person to just be 
normal. 
He doubts they would let 
him be a hero in Moon 
Rock Lake. And what is 
there to be a hero about 
around here?

If he had a chance, he could 
be Super Writer. 

To shove through the door 
just before deadline and 
punch out literature about 
the things he’d discovered 
that day. He would hang a 
cigarette out his mouth.

Jackson had read that Jim-
my Breslin did it that way 
in New York.

Jackson wants to be able to 
write about the castaways, 
the forgotten ones around 
town, the way Breslin 
wrote about the murder vic-
tims and the regular guys 
who stumbled into the path 
of the oncoming establish-
ment. 

To the rescue comes the 
writer, with a telling detail 
about a Lucky Strike ash 
about to fall just as the rich 
guy is turned back.

Once Jackson turned out a 
good column about the gro-
cery store checkout crew. 

How, even though only in 
high school, they took their 
time to talk to the old la-
dies when they pushed their 
carts to their cars and how 
the old people liked that.

But there had been no guns.

Jackson believes in Moon 
Rock Lake because he 
walks past the Crispy Café 
each morning on his way to 
the office and then comes 
back as soon as he can to 
sit and relax and have his 
coffee.

He knows there is a certain 
spark in the café, beginning 

with the man hunched over 
the griddle, the born-again 
owner wearing the white, 
stained T-shirt with the 
inscription: The Cook Is On 
Fire.

Jackson looks inside the 
front window, past the 
red-checkered curtains and 
the stenciled inscription 
and the high school sports 
posters. 

He sees Mayberry, 
Metzger’s Field, and Hoo-
terville, and he sees men 
drinking coffee from thick, 
snow-white cups with 
hands stained with real dirt 
that will never come off. 

He sees grandma’s and 
grandpa’s holding on to 
each other over the table as 
if clinging to both sides of 
a raft in the middle of the 
sea.

He sees high school boys 
and girls at the counter 
drinking pop that they 
don’t even taste because 
they are so excited to be 
talking about whatever, and 
that will never-ever taste 
as sweet as right now, this 
moment, now, no, it’s gone, 
save it, save it, save it, …. 
hmm, it’s gone.
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He sees the dawn sheep 
judging at the county fair 
and a winter’s morning 
sunlight on the water tower 
and Jesus.

The bell atop the front door 
jingled like Rudolph as 
Jackson walked in.

Nine round metal stools 
at the counter face a Wells 
Blue Bunny calendar hang-
ing from three swatches 
of duct tape on a ten-foot 
mirror.

The Crispy opens at 5 a.m. 
Through the day groups 
gather in the booths and 
around the ten tables, sip-
ping coffee and rebuking 
anything they have heard 
on the radio or in the daily 
papers. 

The 5:35 construction 
workers crouch silently in 
the middle of the room, 
clutching life jacket mugs 
to keep them out of the 
day’s chill for two more 
minutes.

The mid-morning business 
crowd displays themselves 
in the front two booths. 

Later, the mid-afternoon 
retired men pull two tables 

together in the back by the 
restrooms to play Hearts 
and fart.

The checkout sits at the 
south end of the counter 
on a glass case filled with 
Baby Ruth bars, red and 
yellow suckers, and year-
old Junior Mints. 

An open matchbox of mint 
toothpicks cozies up next 
to the register like an old 
hound.

Waitress Shandra Shoeman 
wears her hair short. 

It used to be in a beehive, 
before that a bun. 

The uniform she has on has 
been left in the wash with 
a red towel, and she’s just 
going to have to wear it 
now.
With the grace of a figure 
skater she steps around 
canes, crackers, and pacifi-
ers, sliding over the white 
and black tile between her 
tables.

She works Monday through 
Saturday, five to two. The 
owner and his wife cook 
breakfast, lunch and supper, 
and help with the tables and 
register. Each summer a 

different class holds its re-
union in the Crispy, which 
used to be the Carousel, 
until it burned, and the 
born-again cook bought it 
from his old boss and held 
a contest to re-name it, let 
everyone vote between 
Crispy and Phoenix. 

During the ‘40s, ‘50s, 
‘60s, ‘70s the place was 
the high school hangout, 
before McDonald’s, Dairy 
Queen and Taco John’s 
sprang up along the high-
way.

Shandra rushes across a 
floor gouged with black 
boot scuff marks, maybe 
some still there from 1932 
when the farmers crowded 
inside before they stormed 
the Ace County Court-
house to stop the forced 
sale of Garner Warner’s 
farm. 

Out in the grove behind 
the old Lutheran cemetery 
they had the noose pulled 
tight around the neck of 
the grizzled judge who 
would not agree to stop 
foreclosing on farms when 
the National Guard arrived 
with bayonets drawn.
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Today, Jackson Cromwell 
III, the editor, needs to 
make a list of stories for 
this week’s issue, remem-
ber to go to the managers 
meeting at noon, and make 
it to one of his daughter’s 
basketball games before the 
season ends. 

He sat down in his custom-
ary front window booth and 
prepared for the solitary 
comfort of eating. Food 
could not be enjoyed any 
other way. 

Taped to his office desk he 
kept a permanent To-Do 
List: café, meditate, run. 

He did not meditate or run, 
but if he kept the pressure 
on, some day he might.

Jackson looks out the win-
dow to think and nods and 
waves to the State Farm 
agent because he has to.

He looks back down at his 
notes.

Having lived in this area 
most of his life, Jackson 
knows that all around here 

for miles … handmade 
signs and boards rented 
from U-Haul dot the land-
scape: Are You A Slave To 
Alcohol? If Your Bible Is In 
Good Shape, You Probably 
Aren’t, God Bless America, 
We Support Our Troops.

But he is also aware that 
pockets of cynical populists 
also inhabit the back-coun-
try.

And if he never gets to the 
big paper, maybe they will 
save him, pull his spirit out 
of the blue haze of the tele-
vision glow into the light.

These, they do not put mes-
sages on their lawns.

They send joke suggestions 
to Garrison Keillor and 
review new fiction for The 
New Yorker.

Their great-grandfa-
thers loved Eugene Debs 
and Robert La Follette 
and learned to despise 
Woodrow Wilson. Their 
great-grandmothers ad-
mired Dorothy Day and 

Jeannette Rankin.
And they learned at their 
knees about a day when life 
was hands-on, when people 
read and cared about what 
was happening, and fol-
lowed the deeds of nation-
al leaders as if they were 
sitting at the weekly sales 
barn auction or reading the 
minutes of the local school 
board meeting or co-op 
association.

They go to church meetings 
and school plays realizing 
they enter and exit always 
slightly out of step with 
their neighbors.

At election time they en-
ter the middle school gym 
with seed corn caps in 
hand, write-in their wild-
est hopes, then go home to 
milk, leaving the radio on 
into the night.

They mow their lawns, 
scoop their walks — look-
ing up every now and again 
at the sound of the city 
snowplow scraping — lis-
tening for the revolution.
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... Don't worry be happy
Now there is this song I wrote

I hope you learned it note for note like good little children
Don't worry be happy

Listen to a what I say in your life expect some trouble when you 
worry you make it double

Don't worry be... happy... be happy now
Ooh-ooh-hoo-hoo-ooh ooh-ooh-ooh-ooh ooh-ooh-ooh

be happy


